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PREFACE. 



Some readers of " The Believer's Daily Re- 
membrancer/' have wished that the portions for 
the Lord's day had been longer, the present 
work is designed to meet the wishes of such. 
Many of the Lord's people are occasionally de- 
tained at home, on the Lord's day, by sickness, 
domestic duties, or distance from the house of 
God, and others do not go out in the afternoon 
of that day, this little book is intended to be 
useful to them. To lead the mind from self to 
Jesus; from sin, to salvation; from the troubles 
of life, to the comforts of the gospel ; is the 
object kept principally in view. To humble the 
sinner, and exalt the Saviour; to strip the 
creature, and place the crown on the head of 
God's free grace, has been the writers aim. He 
has felt that he could not ascribe too much to 
Jesus, or too little to man. Our God who works 
all our works in us, and all our works for us, 
deserves all the praise ; and just in proportion as 
we experience the work of the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts, do we cheerfully give Him all the 
gtory. 



PREFACE. 



Reader, expect no good from the mete read- 
ing of this book, for if it could speak, it would 
say, (C It is not in me," It may be a means of 
doing you good, but if so, it will be, because the 
Holy Spirit works by it. He frequently uses 
weak and feeble things, to eftect His great and 
glorious purposes ; He has used the former pro- 
ductions of the Author's pen, may He graciously 
cod descend to use this. If you won Id desire 
benefit from it, read it with prayer; lookup and 
beseech the Holy Spirit to apply what you read j 
and if He condescends to bring it home with 
demonstration and power to thy heart, it will 
prove a real blessing. Everlasting, everliving, 
and everblessed God, condescend to bless this 
feeble production to sinners. May it bring some 
souls to the Saviour, and build up and comfort 
many of Thy poor, tried, and troubled people. 
Put life, put power into it, that Jesus may be 
honoured by it, and Thy saints bless Thy holy 
name for it. To Thy blessing it is commended, 
under Thy patronage may it circulate, and by 
Thy grace may it prove extensively useful. 
Amen. 

James Smith. 
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CLEANSING BLOOD. 



•The Mood of Jesus Christ His Son 'cleans 
from all sin."— 1 John L 7. 

iK writing this epistle, John aimed al 
holiness and happiness of the Lord's people 
says, " These things write I unto you, ths 
sin not.' 9 And again, "These things we 
unto yon, tfrat your joy may be fall." 1 
all sin, and seek to be full of joy. Such i 
purity and philanthropy of the gospel. In 
to this, he would lead them up into hig] 
holy fellowship with God. Their fellowship 
God was a great fact, of which they were 
ubie, in which they rejoiced, and of which 
rished all professing Christians to pai 

That which we have seen and heard ^ 



it was the way to t 
he that walketh with wise men, w 
that they who live in fellowship w 
will be holy. Hence it is added, " \ 
we have fellowship with Him, and 
ness, we lie, and do not the truth, 
is the emblem of ignorance, supei 
sin. "But if we walk in the light, 
the light, we have fellowship one w 
and the blood of Jesus Christ His So 
us from all sin." Light is the emble 
purity, and glory. Therefore it is 
is light." To»walk in the light is 
truth, holiness, and joy. To walk 
walk with God, or to live in felloe 
Him. But even when wo — 11 
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ike them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
, then, meditate upon this precious, cleans- 
ed, and notice, 

t, the person. " Jesus Christ His Son.' 9 
tier blood defiles, this blood alone can 
!, and this arises from His nature, office, 
pointment. Jesus, this is His name. This 
ras given TTim in heaven, and announced 
eph by an angel, as it is written, " Fear 
take unto thee Mary thy wife ; for that 
is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost : 
B shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt 
s name Jesus ; for He shall save His peo- 
im their sins." To every believer this 
s precious. It is above every nane. So 
meaning. So full of sweetness. So full 
rer. It is the charm of our hymns, the 
of our prayers, and the magnet of our 
is. A name of which we are never weary, 
ame in which alone we trust. Jesus is 
A.VIOUR. His blood therefore is the blood 
Saviour. He is the Christ, or the Mes- 
ne Anointed One. To whom the Father 
le Spirit without measure or limit. Who 
p the roll of Isaiah's prophecy, and read, 
Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, be- 
le hath anointed Me to preach the gospel 



unto the poor; He hath sent Me to 
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance 
captives, and recovery of sight to the blind, 1 
set at liberty them that are bruised. To preacl 
the acceptable year of the Lord." And thei 
added, " This day is this Scripture fulfilled.' 
The Holy Spirit descended and rested upon Him 
when He came up out of the waters of the Joi 
dan a at His baptism ; and being thus anoinfcei 
with the Holy Ghost and with power, He wen 
about doing good, healing all that were oppresses 
of the devil, for God was with Him* He is tiji 
Sok of Goo, He waa in the form of God. Hl 
possessed the Divine nature in all its fulness 
For in Him dwelt " all the fulness of the God 
head bodily." As the Son of God, He musi 
possess the nature of God. The Jews under 
stood this, for when He said that God was Hii 
Father, they charged Him with making Himsel: 
equal with God, and He did not deny the charge 
or give the slightest intimation that they hac 
mistaken His meaning. In His person, the 
Divine and human natures meet, in all their ful- 
ness and perfection. Without the human, then 
could be no blood; without the Divine, then 
could be no cleansing. The blood of any mere 
creature would defile, only the blood of one whe 
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was God as well as man eonld cleanse from all 
on. Bis through the blood of the Son of God, 
the AraymW, or the Messiah, who is Jesus, er 
the Saviour. To merit this name He must pos- 
sess the Divine nature, nil the office of Mediator, 
become a sacrifice for sin, and ever live to make 
intercession, for aU that come unto God by Him. 
Pass we now from His person, to consider, 

Secondly, HI* blood. This is the great remedy 
for sin and sinners. Indeed it is the only remedy. 
Man is a sinner, even at the very best. There is 
no man that liveth, and sinneth not. In many 
things we offend all The babe, at its mother's 
breast, has a depraved nature, and the principle 
of every sin is in its heart. The aged saint, who 
has walked closely with God for many years, still 
feels his heart to be deceitful and desperately 
wicked. "If we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves." There is sin in every prayer, 
and pollution in every tear. Every sin requires 
an atonement. Justice must be satisfied for 
man's fault. The law must be upheld in its re- 
quirements and penalties. God must be just, 
even in justifying the believer; and in producing 
the Christian, who walks with Him in love. No- 
thing will atone for sin but blood. No bloc*d.Y& 
sufficient but the blood of Jesua. "Ha \» 



this, apart from Him, the universe were 
He was rich enough, but it took all 
th. He had power enough, but He 
: to spare. He therefore wad appointed 
council of peace, in the covenant of g 
R r as appointed to put away sin by the i 
of Himself. In the volume of the be 
recorded of Him, that on this poin 
Id do the will of God. " By the whicl 
are sanctified, through the offering c 
r of Jesus Christ once." He was s 
i everlasting to be the sacrifice and Si 
lis people, and therefore He is calk 
irab of God, slain from the foundation 
id." According to appointment He 
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offered to come, and put away tin by the sacri- 
fice of Himself; but also when He was put to 
death in the flesh, when He cried on the cross, 
"It It JUtUietL" The Father accepted Him to 
be our Substitute, His blood to be our ransom- 
price, Hit death to be our atonement, and His 
resurrection to secure our justification. Being 
thus qualified, appointed, and accepted, He has 
the power, the -right, and the will to cleanse 
from all sin, every one that believes on His 
name. But it is time that we, 

Thirdly, glanced at the efficacy of His blood. 
It cleanseth from all sin. It expiates all sin, it 
removes it, and cleanses us from all charge. If 
the Moochof Jesus was shed for us, if it speaks 
in heaven for us, if it is applied by the Holy 
Spirit to us, it makes us guiltless before God. 
"There is now therefore no condemnation, to 
them that are in Christ Jesus." No one can lay 
anything to the charge of God's elect. Our 
transgressions are forgiven, our sins are covered, 
and God will not impute unto us iniquity. It 
extends to all sin. Original, for we are implicated 
in the guilt of the first transgression. Actual, 
for we have all sinned and come short of the 
glory of God. It reaches back to the sin of 
nature, and forward to the sin owi; &3\»s* 



cleansed in times past, 
and it will cleanse until every vessel o 
clean. It cleanseth. At this moment, 
moment. It cleanseth the newly-com 
ner, whose eyes have only just bee 
whose conscience is but just alarme< 
only just felt the need of salvation. f 
blood of Jesus will cleanse thee. It v 
thee now. Its efficacy is as full and 
as when it cleansed the dying thief, 
Tarsus, and you are as welcome to 
cleansing power as ever they coul 
cleanses the wandering backslider, 
sinned against the clearest light, the 
love, the most solemn profession, an 
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a, and bis departing 
y spot, and asccndi 
tie of God. Precious 
solace, mj subject, 

s must look. Not 
6 to the priest, the 
at to the precions 
slse will extinguish 

kindled, NotMag 
□irit. Nothing else 
airity to the soul. 
, nor back upon thy 
t to any ordinance, 

Jesus only. Trust 
r feelings, but trust 
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we meet mmafsnllj pablkh. It suits the sinner, 
and it suits the saint. It quiets conscience, it 
silences Satan, it quells our fears, and it takes 
away all tenor from the grave. It crashes 
despondency, and it baffles despair. It lays a 
pillow under the weary head, applies a cordial 
to the breaking heart, and furnishes every be- 
liever with a motive for activity and entire con- 
secration to God. It is a medicine for the sick 
room, a light for the dark valley of death's 
shadow, and an antidote to death itself. We can 
never die safely, we can never die happily, we 
can never die usefully, except we have faith in 
the blood of Jesus Christ which cleanseth from 
all sin. May this subject fill my meditations, 
inspire my hopes, pervade my prayers, perfume 
my songs, cleanse my services, banish my fears, 
confound my spiritual foes, stimulate me to holy 
obedience, sustain me under every trial and 
trouble, and when on my dying pillow, just as 
my soul is about to take its flight, may some 
kind Christian Mend whisper in my ear, " The 
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from 

nil «m." 



A FAVOUKEl* kjlux 



*He giveth grace unto the low 

If the reiteration of a senti 
of God, proves its importance 
ment of this verse is very in- 
repeated again and again, anc 
in almost every variety of fo 
writes to the Jewish portio 
Christ, and refers to the d 
and disorders that prevailed 
our depravity, and shows th? 
get more grace. He quote 
mischievous nature of p 1 
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nonour toflod, confusion to Satan, and happi- 
ness to the son!, aays, "Likewise, ye younger, 
submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of 
you be subject one to another, and be clothed 
with humility ; for God resisteth the proud, and 
giveth grace unto the nimble. Humble your- 
selves therefore under the mighty hand of God, 
that He may eult you in due time." Quoting 
from the Greek translation of the Old Testament, 
they use the word pride instead of scorning ; but 
the meaning is the same. Pride is the root, 
scorning is the fruit. Pride is the fountain, 
scorning is the stream flowing from it. Pride is 
one of the most mischievous things in creation. 
It appears to have been the cause of the fall of 
angels, and it certainly was the cause of the fall 
of our first parents. It does more evil in the 
world, in the church, and in the domestic circle, 
than anything again; while humility is one of 
the most beautiful, beneficial, and pleasing of the 
graces. Lowliness pleases God, approves itself 
to man, and prevents a world of mischief and 
misery. Let us now look a little more closely 
at the passage: "He giveth grace unto the 
lowly." 

First, the favoured character, "The lowly" 
Such have low views of themselves, e^mx&3 



lift j iuw ueiure utxi in sname ana 
With Job, they cry, "Behold, I 
with Agar, M So foolish was I, i 
was as a beast before Thee." '. 
pears imperfect, every performan 
defiled, and even their very pra; 
cleansed in the blood of Jesus, 
vivid and abiding sense of their 
know that if God were to dea 
simple justice, they must be sent 
deserve nothing better. Every 
hell is a mercy. They realize this, 
them, it makes them willing to 1 
place, and often to cry out, "Loi 
that Thou art mindful of him, or 

tJ)*t Til An malrAcrf «/wwvn»»4- e\C 
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mess thai justifies than, is the righteousness 
tod. That the word that instructs and'com- 
i them, is the word of God. In a word, that 
7 grace and privilege, every good thought 
holy desire, erery aooeptable prayer and 
ustent action, is the effect of the grace and 
rolling of the Spirit of God. They feel their 
[prions, and axe grateful. They acknowledge 
r obligations, and they are humble. They 
i a lowliness of disposition, so that they do 
complain of the Lord. He tries them. He 
ys them. He weans them from the world, 
baffles their schemes, frustrates their designs, 
often outs off their hopes ; but they justify 
i, and say, "It is the Lord: let Him do what 
r eth Him good." Or, if a complaining spirit 
elt, if hard thoughts of God are conceived, 
r confess it before God as sin, and pray for 
je to overcome, wishing to lie passive in His 
d, as clay in the hands of the potter. They 
lot rebel against God. The heart is loyal, 
y consider His judgment concerning all 
gs to be right, and they hate every false 
. They would suppress every rebellious feel- 
that rises in the heart, and eject every re- 
ious thought that takes up its residence in 
mind. They claim nothing at t\& \*&&.^& ^ 



fxuau wiin liod, but they 
ask of God, but it is on 
They expect from God, bu 
another, even the Lord Jes 
before God as sinners, even 
holiest moments; and the 
Abraham did, conscious thi 
and ashes. They are willi 
speak as He please, and th 
cavil at His word. They rc 
promises, and precepts of th 
revealed them. They do not 
reignty, or complain of their 
They admit that God had i 
people for Himself if He pi 
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temple. They turn from all to God, and bold all 
in subserviency to His wilL If God will stoop 
to save sinners, they think that He should &*ve 
them in His own way. They only wonder that 
He will save at all. If He will confer salvation 
as a favour, they rejoice to receive it as such. 
If in salvation, God will have man nothing, that 
Himself may be all in all, they raise no objection, 
they encourage no proud feeling of independence. 
True they feel the flesh lusting against the spirit, 
and the spirit against the flesh; but they 
endeavour to crucify the flesh with its affections 
and lusts, and to sow to the Spirit, that they 
may of the Spirit reap life everlasting. They 
look to the Lord in faith for all they want, wish, 
or desire. They wait for the Lord in patience, 
believing His time to be the best. They walk 
after the Lord in humility, that they may 
imitate Him as dear children. These lowly ones 
are happy ones, for they learn in whatsoever 
state they are therewith to be content. These 
lowly ones are holy ones, for the Spirit of glory 
and of God resteth upon them. Turn we now. 

Secondly, to the encouraging testimony. " He 
giveth grace to the lowly." Who would give 
to the proud, or the haughty ? But who can 
refuse the lowly P It was God's own grace that 



them, for they are saved by grace, tl 
siid that not of themselves it is the 
not of works lest any man should 

washed, they are sanctified in the 
Lord Jesus. He gives them the 
supports, for they, are kept hy the p 
through faith unto salvation, An 
that in every trial, trouble, and a 
the grace of Jeaus is sufficient foi 
gives them the grace that supp] 
supplies all their needs, according 
□f His glory in Christ Jesus; and 
H i $ ] >n? mhsc, \vi t hliol tl 3 no go od t hi u 
He gives them ^race for prosperity a 
for blight days and dark nights, fo 
death. He favours them with 31 
presence, and blessing. Thus He i 
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e humble Canaanitish woman, she was 
to be accounted a dog, and take the dog's 
therefore He gave her a child's poition, 
her faith and perseverance, and illustrated 
t. Thus also in the case of the poor 
; who came to Him in Simon's house, 
k. her part, commended her conduct, 
lized her deed, pardoned all her sins, 
; her home in peace. So also with the 
i, he stood afar off, he would not so much 
p his eyes to heaven, but smote upon his 
srying, " God be meroiful to me a sinner." 
propitious to me the sinner, as though 
the greatest sinner in Judaea; I tell you 
jus, this man went down to his house 
. Every sin was pardoned, his soul was 
d from all charges, his title-deeds to au 
>tible inheritance were made out, and he 
me one of the happiest men in Jerusalem, 
mid fail, and patience would be exhausted 
•f all. The history of the Church has 
jribed upon every page as a motto, and 
st rated in every age as a rule by which 
rks, " He giveth grace unto the lowly." 
ve then, that those who have a proper 
their guilt, emptiness, and xv^x^S^vw^- 
ore God are thelcwly. T>\ntcs&\£&&b^ 



has brought them into the dust, stopped their 
boasting, cropped their pride, and softened their 
stony hearts. They now feel deeply, and there- 
fore sing gratefully, 

" I nothing have, I nothing am, 
My treasure is the bleeding Lamb, 
Both now and evermore." 

Hie lowly are God's favourites, He dwells in 
their hearts, He visits their abodes, and He 
revives their spirits. " Thus saith the High and 
Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name 
is Holy ; I dwell in the high and holy place, 
with him also that is of a contrite and humble 
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to 
revive the heart of the contrite ones." Would 
you have much of the Divine presence, lie low. 
Would you have the sweet soul-rev 1 vine visiU 
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grace. "Though the Lord be high, yet hath 
He leaped unto the lowly, but the proud He 
knoweth afar off." The lowly detect the pride 
of their own hearts, confess it before God, mourn 
ver it, and seek to be delivered from it. Proud 
professors, like the tops of lofty mountains, are 
generally barren and unfruitful; but lowly 
believers, like the well-watered valleys that stand 
thick with corn, bring forth much fruit to the 
praise and glory of God. " Blessed are the poor 
in spirit : for theirs is the kingdom of heaven/ 9 
My beloved reader, how is it with you ? Are 
you one of the Lord's lowly ones, who, like the 
voilet throwing its perfume through the air, hides 
its head from view, and is more lovely and fragrant 
in every ones eyes than his own ? The most of 
us think more highly of ourselves than we ought 
to think. How many there are who fancy that 
their excellencies are under-rated, that their 
works are not sufficiently praised, and that they 
themselves are not treated with the deference 
they deserve. Such are always unhappy, for 
like Haman they will always find some Mordccai 
that will not bow to them, and thus all they 
possess will be marred. Happy is the man, who 
lives in the atmosphere of self-abasement, who 
walks softly with God admiring s& 



with gratitu 



m see enough to flU 
igiviij^ aud praise. 



* ^ v ^inly anxious J leave the ; 

To rule thee, a nd dispose ; 
Sweet is the mandate of Ilk Wvr6 

And (jradousi all lie does, 

**He rawa ftrom human Mt.fleuess 

His grandeur and renown ; 
And humble heart? with joy eon "ess 
The triumph ull His own. 

"Down then with sdf-exnJttag thouehfc 

Thy faitn and hope employ 
To welcome all that T 

Andaufflr- 
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• into thy closet."— Matt, vl 6. 

implies closeness, intimacy, secrecy. 

set apart for special purposes, into 

ranger may intrude. To be closeted 
would be thought a privilege and 

but what is it to be closeted with 
, the Lord says : " Enter into thy 
1 promises to meet us there. Is God 
h us in our closet P then how serious 
be. Does He desire our company 
a how regular and frequent we should 
» rr»adv to receive all our petitions 



[HV.HU >T lliU J_L11L1 1V7JL 1X1 jr axxuixvio. XJLKj 

iC Pour out your heart before Him." " In < 
thing by prayer and supplication, with thi 
giving, let your requests be made known 
God." "What wilt thou that I shall d< 
thee ?" The freer we are the more we apj 
ourselves to Him. He would have us 
nothing back, for whatever affects us, into 
Him. He allows many things to happen 1 
in the world, in the church, and in the fai 
to send us to our closets. He has invited 
meet Him, and to meet Him often ; and i 
will not come on account of His invitation 
will allow something to arise which shall co 
lis to do so. If we will not be drawn, we 



d corruption. When we feel sure that 
Christian would shun us, if he knew what 
>assing within us. O what a mercy is the 
; then ! How precious the thought then, 
;he Lord knoweth our frame, that Jesus 
tempted in all points like as we are, that 
offered being tempted, and is therefore 
Led and willing to succour those that are 
ed. When the heart is full of bitterness, 
then it is that God calls us to the closet, 
hen it is that we learn the value, the 
nisness of being closeted with God. No 
of prayer should ever be carried into the 
. The Lord asks for the free utterance of 
3art. He wishes to hear His child confess 
nits, crave forgiveness, tell its wants, ask 
ipplies, express its fears, and plead for 
ranee, in its own way, with its own 
ige. A form of prayer in the closet, is 
improper, it is most unbecoming. What I 
t I speak to my Father * \^ 



Eeul religion stands in possessing a new 
a child's nature, a nature which come* 
from God, and therefore dally aspires 
The true Christian must pray, he can: 
without ii, He must often be closet* 
God, or he cam i at be happy, Ever 
ordinance a, or family prayer, will not 
, substitute for private prayer, Some 
hardest conflicts are in the closet* Tl 
learn much of the power of sin, the hare 
the heart, the wandering of the miad, the 
of Siitau, and the need of the presence, 
and influence of the Holy Spirit* It is 
closet that we conquer, ifor until \ 
prevailed with God, we can never ooniju 
It is only as wc wrestle with God, that 
successfully wrestle with Satan. A pn 
professor, has no opposition from the 
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never meets God in the closet, will never 
ic face of God in glory. Brethren, let ua 
re of everything that unfits for closet 
rship with God* Public meetings when 
protracted, and of a very exciting character, 
cn attended, prove injurious ; because the? 
ist the energies, fururi i.^te, steal the 
and prevent our being closeted with God. 

I Far from the world, Lord, I fl©e> 

From strife and tumult far ; 
Prom scenes where Satan wages still 
His most successful war. 

II The calm retreat, the silent shade, 

With prayer and praise agree j 
And seem by Tliy sweet bounty made 
For those who follow Thee, 
14 There, if Thy Spirit touch, the soul, 
And grace hor mean abode, 
Oh, with what peaces &ud joy, and love, 
She communes with bar God ! 
" There like the nightingale she pours 
Her solitary lays ; 
Nor asks a witness of her song, 
Nor thirsts for human praise. 
" Author and Guardian of my life, 
Sweet source of light divine, 
And (all harmonious names in one) 
My Saviour, Thou art mix&\" 
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" By grace are ye sa?ed through faith ; an 
not of v>"Taelves : it is the gift of God." 

Ephes. : 

The Ephesians were very depraved, 
were vile idolaters. They pretended that 
• possessed an image that fell down from Ju] 
and had built for it a magnificent temple, n 
was one of the wonders of the world. ^1 
religious rites were of a licentious and deha 
character. They were dead in trespasses 
sins. They walked according to the court 
the present evil world. They were influx 
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ill, and being sent was attended with the 
>wer of the Holy Spirit. In consequenee of 
ois a radical change took place. They saw 
their state, they felt their danger, they fled to 
Jesus, and they were saved with an everlasting 
salvation. Paul reminds them of this. He 
refers to what they were, and points out the 
cause of the change. It was grace, grace alone. 
If we are believers, such has been the case with 
us. The language is as applicable to us as to 
the Ephesians, as such let us look at it. 

To be saved implies, that we were lost, or 
liable to be lost. As under the law, exposed 
to the curse of God, and reduced to a state of * 
positive weakness by sin, we were lost, being 
unable to save ourselves. But as yet in the land of 
the living, as within the reach of mercy, as under 
the reign of grace, we were only liable to be 
lost. Hell was deserved by us, but we were 
not cast into it. Destruction awaited us, but 
we were not delivered over to it. If left to 
ourselves, our ruin was inevitable ; but " God 
who is rich in mercy," may interfere for us ; and, 
blessed be His holy name, He has done so. " By 
grace are ye saved" To be saved is to be 
delivered from guilt and condemnation, to be 
quickened and sanctified by the \» 



ravour suuwu. ^ , 

depraved. Grace therefore must be free, 
determined to save us. To save us as a f 
Therefore He did not look for anything g 
i s, 01 require anything good to be done 
He knew us thoroughly. Both what we 
and what we should be if He left us t 
selves. He knew the very worst of us 
better than we have known ourselves. I 
"I will save them." "I will be m 
because 1 will be merciful; and I will be gi 
because I will be gracious." Therefo 
sent His Son to be our Saviour. He s< 
gospel to call us to His throne. He s< 
Sf rrit to render that gospel efficient. I 
^;f n jj n nnnf erred on us a free 
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to our works, but according to Hi* own purpose 
and grace" 

" By grace are ye saved through faith" Faith 
is giving credit to God's word, exercising confi- 
dence in God's veracity, and depending for ever- 
lasting life on the sacrifice of His beloved Son. 
God says, " I will save. I will save sinners. I 
will save sinners as a favour. I will save every 
sinner as a favour, who gives credit to My pro- 
mises, places confidence in My veracity, and 
trusts in the obedience and bloodshedding of My 
Son." What wondrous mercy ! What surpris- 
ing goodness I Can anything exceed this P Yes, 
and it is, that the very faith through which we 
are saved, is not of ourselves, "it is the gift of 
God." He not only provides the Saviour, sends 
the good news of salvation, but gives us faith to 
believe it. By His Holy Spirit He convinces us of 
sin, teaches us the need of Jesus, unfolds to us 
the meaning of the gospel, excites desires in our 
hearts, generates hope in our souls, and leads us 
away from every false refuge and out of ourselves 
to build on Jesus, and on Jesus alone for pardon 
and everlasting life. It is God's work from first 
to last. He drew the plan. He found the means. 
He sent the message. He confers the faith.. 
He receives the sinner. He pardons 



grace. 

This being the case, any sinn 
for salvation is presented in 
gospel as a free gift, and who 
come and take it freely. The ] 
receive a gift, who cotild nc 
maintenance. The poor invalid 
cure gratuitously, who coul< 
physician for his services. So t 
miserable sinner, may obtain s 
who could not obtain it in an? 
could not receive a favour P 
perverted all the powers of the 
not receive eternal life as a f 
not believe. He will give cr 
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to last our salvation is gratuitous. It is a favour 
shown, a gift conferred, a blessing bestowed. 
If salvation were not of grace, we should never 
enjoy it ; but as it is, we should never despair 
of it. No one should. If we are willing to be 
saved in God's way, He has made us willing. 
If we desire to be saved by grace, He has given 
us the desire. If we have ever so little faith in 
Jesus, He has bestowed it upon us. He who 
made us willing to be saved by Jesus, will save 
us. He who produced in us the desire will 
grant the desired blessing. He who gave us a 
little faith, will honour^that little faith by 
crowning it with a full, free, and everlasting 
salvation. 

Is it so, that we are saved by grace, by grace 
alone P Then God should have all the glory of 
our salvation. We should praise Him as its 
Author and Finisher. We should ascribe nothing 
to man in the matter of salvation, but everything 
| to God. Are we saved by grace ? then let us 
' admire and commend the free, sovereign, and 
distinguishing grace of God. But for grace we 
had been for ever lost. But for grace we might 
have been this day numbered among the vilest 
of our race, or might even have been in hell. 
But now in consequence of grace, we are on the 

D 



grace P tneu 

that we have not received P 
grace has not made us P W 
will not flow from free gra< 
grace gave us sight. Do w 
us life. Do we believe? gi 
Do we hope ? our good hope 
Do we love ? it is because gr 
the love of God in our hearts, 
grace procured it. Are t 
provided the righteousness 
Are we happy in God's love 
presence and favour? it i 
us therefore lie low, and 1 
of self-abasement, send uj 
"~ u praise, that by 
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" Uphold me with Thy free Spirit."— Psal. li. 12. 

The Holy Spirit is a most free agent, work- 
ing when, as, and as long as He please. Like 
the wind which rises, passes, works, and ceases, 
without man's influence or control. The Holy 
Spirit is not, cannot be controlled by any one. 
Nothing regulates His operations but His own 
pure, perfect, and divine nature. He can do 
nothing foolish, for He is infinitely wise. He 
can do nothing wrong, for He is eternally right- 
eous. He can do nothing unkind, for He is 
infinitely good. He is a personal agent, work- 
ing according to His own will, to accomplish the 
divine purposes, fulfil the divine promises, and 
secure the glory of the divine nature and per- 
fections. He never acts contrary to man's 
nature, nor otherwise than for man's good. 
David had enjoyed the presence, power > 
fellowship of the HoJjr Spirit. He liad gns^cA. 
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we experience of the Spirit's presence, power, 
and teaching, the more glorious does the Lord 
Jesus appear to us; the more we love Him, 
adore Him, and seek to glorify Him. The Spirit 
gives freely. He gives us grace, which sanctifies 
us. He gives us truth, which informs us. He 
gives us peace, which soothes us. He gives us 
joy, which elevates us. The measure or degree 
of these is regulated by His own will. 

The Holy 8pirit not only works freely, but 
He produces freedom. He delivers us from the 
law, from its condemning power, and covenant 
form ; by uniting us to Jesus, and bringing us 
within the bonds of the better covenant. So 
that we can, while we are conscious that we are 
sinners, delight in the law of God; loving its 
nature, admiring its spirituality, and approving 
of its rigid benevolence. In Christ, the law 
cannot condemn us. Living upon Christ, the 
law has nothing in it to terrify us. We wiah to 
be like it, holy, just, and good. We desire and 
endeavour to conform to it as our rule, but 
never expect either peace, purity, or perfection 
from it. He delivers us from sin. Prom the 
condemnation sin deserves, by arraying us in 
Christ's most glorious righteousness. Prom 
the stains which sin produces, by washing us 
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3us blood. From tne 
Lercises, by enthroning 
From the love of sin 
and regulated us, by 
l our souls. From the 
led and alarmed us, by 
be atonement, so reccii- 
,1 the penal consequences 
Christ's glorious person, 
with Him. He delivers 
death as a debt due to 
eat h as the desert of sin. 
F God's righteous wrath 
it to Jesus, nothing can 
If we live, it is in union 
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reedom from the law, sin, and death; 
me to rejoice in Jesus as my righteous- 
ictification, and life! 
toly Spirit is a free, or cheerful Spirit, 
nothing gloomy or morose in any part 
)rk ; nor is He the Author of our gloom 
ry. These arise from sin, or ignox^nce, 
(Molding of His comforting operations. 

enough in our hearts to make God's 
liverse miserable, and to wrap all cre- 
gloom. All our cheerful light, warm 
Iding hopes, sweet comforts, ravishing 
ghtful anticipations, and exqusite fore- 
glory are from the Holy Spirit. He is 
ally, "The Comforter." And the 
have of His presence, the more cheer- 
3ful, and joyous we shall be. 
[oly Spirit, is a princely Spirit. The 
Dsite of the creeping, crouching spirit, 
I by some professors ; and that slavish, 
pirit, possessed by all unconverted 
Uis person is divinely dignified, and 
a dignity about all His influences, 
s, and works. He makes all the Lord's 
sraclites, a princely people; and when 
erful operations are experienced, the 
lid among them will " subset^ 



iooa wila iu at urn, ana inougu ue 
esponsible for our conduct towards 
or the use we make of His communi- 
st, He will freely carry on His work 
te it in the day of Christ. Glorious, 
nd free Spirit of God ! I adore Thy 
unfeignedly believe in Thy distinct 
, I have enjoyed something of Thy 
shings and gracious work, I am not al- 
Btranger to the freedom Thy presence 
impart, but I want, Oh ! I want, to 
th Thy presence, to be pervaded with 
ice, so as only to design, speak, and 
Ling to Thy loving mind. Blessed 
t Thy free Spirit to Thy Church, in a 
more glorious measure than she has 
it ; that so, she may arise, shake her- 
jg dust, put on her beautiful garments, 
brth to the world's wonder and con- 
to Thine eternal Diaise ! 
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"With the Lord there is mercy."— 

Mercy has to do with misery 
produced by sin in us, but mercy < 
It is one of His glorious perfect 
sweet feature of His character, 
in mercy. With man there is em 
the Lord, there is love. With 
misery, but with the Lord there is 
mercy is vast as His nature, and fb 
as His throne. If there had not 
with God, there never had been ho] 
there was not mercy with God no* 



JTXRC Y WITH GOrv 43 

certain Jew went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell among thieves. They robbed, 
stripped, wounded, and left Mm half dead, A 
priest came by, be looked and passed on. No 
mercy, A Levite passed by, he crossed the road 
and went on. No m ercy , A trav eUiig Samaritan 
came that way, and when be saw him, though 
he was the enemy of his country and bis religion, 
be bad compassion on him, went to him. bound 
up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, set him 
on bis own beast, walked by hia side and spoke 
soothingly to him, took him to the inn, ordered 
him to be taken care of, and became answerable 
for the whole of the expense. Here was mercy. 
Therefore when our Lord put the question, 
"Who was neighbour to him that fell among 
thieves?" the prompt and ready answer was> 
" He that showed mercy on him," Mercy was 
in that Samaritan** heart 3 before it appeared in 
his conduct. It was a part of his nature, and 
only needed to be called into exercise. Just so 
it is with our God, We were His enemies* 
His bitter, determined, relentless enemies. He 
read our hearts. He saw our state. He knew 
what would he the consequence of our sins. He 
pitied us. He determined to show mercy unto 
us. Unsolicited. H« *rew the plan, ani 
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unrighteous man his thoughts, let him 
unto the Lord, anil He mil have mercy 
pon him, and to our God for He will amindaull j 
iardon," Can words be plainer F Can assurance 
ie stronger? Can promise be more positive P 
Jan invitation he more free? Can mercy be 
reater? God calls to tbe wicked man ti»Aite 
e is wkked j to tbe unrighteous man, white he 
t unrighteous. He bids them turn and come to 
Oni, and promises to have mercy and abundantly 
u-doQ. Thousands nave pot Him to the test, 
d every one has proved His words to be true, 
sinner, if yon did but feel yourself to be in a 
t condition, if you would but seek mercy of 
Lord, while opportunity lasts, what a mercy, 
\% an unspeakable mercy it would be for you ! 
With the Lord there is mercy," for back- 
ers. My poor, sinful, backsliding brother, 
ister, you have ungratefully turned your 
on the Lord, you have left the path of 
3ss and peace, you have forsaken His 
Is and preferred the company of His 
es. You have restrained prayer, neglected 
ible, indulged the flesh, withdrawn from 
ictuary, and done evil things as you could, 
a no excuse for you. You have no cloak 
r sins. But, though you have " folkss^ 
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shalt be 
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i envious 
p axe for- 
!u because 
re contrary 
He reigns 
jrmits 
at present, 
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K)ihL M Let sot appearances 
e not led away from duty by 
es. Your God invites, earn* 
1 to taut in Him. So thai 
ty, and high privilege. His 
M to you, as a Father. His 
nage all your affairs for you. 

promise after promise, and 
lat He is faithful. He says, 
Is is the least you can do. 
era the world, to guide the 
igulate all that concerns you. 
3k anything. Nothing shall 
ist Him with your person, 

with your property, He will 
our wants, He will supply 
1 your troubles, for He will 
'rust in the Lord," however 
rer trying the path, however 
nay be nonplused. As the 

trust in Him, He will teach 
may be by very painful means. 
Ty object in which you have 
knock from under you every 
)u have been accustomed to 
:1 yourself falling, everything 
■vay, He will call from than*, 



to go wrong. Still, if nature cam 
grace can; let us therefore seek 
every storm, in every trial, and i 
we may still "trust in the Lon 
support the sinking spirit, soothe 
heart, and elevate the downcast s( 
"Do good." God approves of : 
never intended that man should 
first created son, unfallen Adam, 
the garden to dress and to keep i 
work and watch. His uncreai 
begotten Son, when tabernacling 
was a carpenter. These are our e: 
are to be doing. But many do, 
doing good, but rather mischief, 
influenced by a good motive, thej 
by a good rule, nor do they aim 8 
" Do good." " Keep thy heart wit! 
for out of it are the issues of life.' 
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, and difficult work too. But to do it, is to 
ood. There is work for the family, work 
he church, and work for the world. W« 
d do good literally, and do good spiritually < 
ood to the body, and do good to the soul ; 
ood in reference to time, and do good in 
ence to eternity. Let us do good according 
nr station in life, and our standing in the 
A ; according to the talents God has given 
nd the claims which those about us ha*e 

us. That is good which Ood commands. 

is good which an enlightened conscience 
>ves. That is good which honours Jesus. 

is good upon which we can reflect on a 
j bed with pleasure. " Do good that is* 
Dt restless or dissatisfied with your lot, or 
tation in which God has placed you. You 
io good there. You ought to do good there. 

your wisdom to do good there. What 
srs it where we are, in this country or 
ler, if we can do good t What matters it 

we are, whether rich or poor, a labourer or 
iesman, if we have opportunity to "do good." 
iesign of life is to u do good." The highest 
)f our existence is to " do good." Let us 
fore seek to receive good from God, that 
ay " do good " for God : and be this the end 
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we aim at in out plana, ; 
Ail I may "do good: 1 

"So shalt thou dwell in the 
thou shalt be fed" God is the 
of this world, and He assures us of a place : 
and provision from it, while we trust in ] 
do good, Uc placed as here. He 
us here. lie requires of ns gratitude and ] 
obedience and benevolence, these constitute 
rent. He asks ns to praise Him, He asa 
us that He approves our praising Him, 
fM*» with mercies, and loakth «a 
benefits, that we may be induced to praise I 
He spreadeth out the praises of His people 
tent to dwell in. Hence David exclaimed 3 
Thou that inhabitest the praises of Isra 
He considers our praises as His honour. ' 
that offereth praise glorifieth Me, and to 
that ordereth his conversation aright, will I s 
the salvation of God." H God give us a p 
man oan never eject us from it ; and if 
undertake to feed us, man can never starve 
God says, "Trust in Me, do good, and v 
thou shalt be fed." Let us then seek grac 
attend to the former, and never fear for 
moment, but God will make good the la 
" Thou shalt be fed." Then why fear P ^ 
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Satan ? Why yield to unbelief? This 

1 all objections, as, I may be sick, 
f, thou shalt be fed," 1 may meet with 
idcut. " Verily, ttom sbalt be fed." I 
ve a large family. * Verily, thou shalt be 
I may find trade decline, and labour 
"Verily, thou shalt be fed." Old age 
me upon me if lam spared. "Verily, 
lalt be fed/' The Lord will not under- 
gratify your wishes, but He does under* 
i supply your wants. "Bread shall bo 
aee, and thy water shall bo sure." 

is the only happy, the only truly blessed 

live trusting in God for all we need, 
r for God with all our powers, and 
all our cares upon God as they come in, 
,t trusts in man shall smart for it, for 

is written, "Cursed be the mrm that 
l in man." He that trusteth in God 

truly happy. Hence we read, " Lord 
s, blessed is the man that trusteth in 
Trusting in God without effort, is 
ption, and must be punished. Working, 

trusting in God, is self-confidence, and 
5 corrected. But to trust in God for all 
i promised, while we endeavour to do 
;ver He has commanded, ia W\& 



upL-jii working - and then, renounce 
ance upon works as if they were noth 
and place thy full and steady con Menu ml 
alone. Realize, that He is your Father ; 
He ever has, does, and ever mil, Jove you * 
His promises are pledges of His We, 
warrants for your confidence ; thai He wa 
over you with, intense interest, and rejoin 
do you good \ so will you find it easy to 
in Him, and expect a suitable and sufli 
supply of all good things from Hi id. 
beware of attempting tins in jour own atren 
the Holy Spirit alone, can produce confif 
and steady trust, in hearts like ours; tlivr 
seek earnestly, seek daily, seek importum 
the Holy Spirit, as a gift from the ] ; ;,rli 
mercies, to help your infirmities, and to e 
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" Thou gavest also Thy good Spirit."— Neh. ix. 20. 

Nehemiah is confessing the Lord's great 
goodness to Israel, in solemn prayer; and 
enumerating the many great and glorious gifts 
which were conferred upon tbem. Among them 
he gives special prominence to the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, which was given to qualify those 
engaged in the erection of the Tabernacle, and 
to teach those who presided over them. His 
eye and his heart rests upon that feature of the 
Spirit's character, which was so constantly 
displayed in His dealings with them, namely, His 
goodness. Therefore he says, "Thou gavest 
also Thy good Spirit to instruct them." 

The Spirit is infinitely, eternally, and im- 
mutably good. His nature is holy, righteous, 
and benevolent. He hates what is impure, 
Unrighteous, or cruel. The Holy Spirit loveth 
holiness, and therefore He oroducea it. T&a 



work, as me aposue says, -■ xseing comment m 
this very thing, that He ^hich bath begun a 
good work in you, will perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ." He began it of His own 
grace, to display the goodness of His own 
perfect nature, and He will complete it ; and it 
will for ever witness to, and attest the fact; 
that the Spirit of God is good. 

The good Spirit is the author of every pntxl 
desire in our hearts. If the heart he deceitful 
above all things and desperately wicked, ho* 
can good desires spring from so bad a heart? 
It was said of 
corruption and 
nature, " Every 
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sinners of old, to 
fearful depravity 
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Bible to be God's book; but he does not 
heartily believe it, he does not realize it, he is 
not influenced by it. Where would be his pride, 
if he was P What would become of self-right- 
eousness, if he did P How could he neglect the 
gospel, or keep away from the Saviour one hour ? 
Many will admit the inconsistency of their lives, 
the imperfection of their obedience, who do not 
for one moment feel, who would not heartily 
acknowledge, that their hearts are totally de- 
praved. " The god of this world hath blinded 
the minds of them that believe not." They see 
not, they feel not the fearful condition of human 
nature, therefore they are said to be dead in 
trespasses and sins. And in this state they 
remain, notwithstanding all the means that are 
employed for their rescue, until the good Spirit 
throws light upon the understanding, and 
imparts life to the soul. Then they see, though 
the discovery is gradually made, for if they saw 
all at once they would sink into despair ; then 
they feel, and the feeling deepens in proportion 
as the Spirit carries on His work, that they are 
lost, ruined, and if left to themselves, eternally 
undone. Daily, through life, however long it 
is continued, are they learning out under the 
Spirit's teaching, the utter depravity, helpless- 
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d by a J»»i» '^JLh hearts, ttoj 
Mi8 ing and ^ ?aere „ God . s goad 
t ba ve ^ d of the case. 

it . This i*^ real w ^ most 
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of his own heart to 
s hope in & sinner's 
el, nor will iho. f>ospeI do it P nniess 
by the Spirit's power. When the 
is lost condition, feeb his deep 
i believes God'* testimony respect- 
i of Hs nalnre ; fears spring up, 
arises in his soul, and be verges 
jr. Then the Holy Spirit begins 
shine upon the gospel, — the lore of 
ajed in the gift of His Son ; the 
is, as the Just for the unjust j the 
erons invitation to the sinner to 
he is ; the promise of a full and free 
the assurance that no one that 
as shall ever he east out. These 
itute the good news, the glad 
h are presented to the eye, and 

over them, gives credit to them, 
enoe iti theni, an d good hope Is 
s brought forth. The sinner feels 
np in his souL Donbt, darkness, 
espondency, and despair, all depart. 
ie mind Ikes on Jesus, the hand of 
d on the Atonement, and the heart 

free grace of God, as it 
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own grace, and Satan fails to 
by pulling uti up with vanity 
There would be little good 
in this world* but for tlie * £ j^uul! Spirit;" 
there would be very much more, if we had 
but more of the presence! power, and grace of 
that Spirit in our hearts. What made the 
Apostles bo active, so devoted, bo successful? 
Let us hear one of them speak ; " I will not dare 
to speak of any of those things which Christ hath 
not wrought by nac, to make the Gentiles 
obedient, by word and deed, through mighty 
signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit 
of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round 
about unto Illy ri cum, 1 have fully preached the 
gospel of Christ." TV hat made one man more 
useful, active, and successful than another P 
Hear the same apostle again : " By the grace of 
God I am what I am : and His grace which was 
bestowed upon me was not in vain ; but I 
laboured in on: ubundiuiily Uwii they nil : yet not 
I, but the grace of God which was with me." 
Holy men never arrogate anything to themselves, 
but from a deep heartfelt knowledge 'of the 
w eakness and wickedness of human nature, they 
ascribe all that is good to the grace and Strife 
of God, without y > * ^ 
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actify us wholly, and preserve out bodies, 
and spirits, nnto the coming of our 
Christ, If He give us His " good 
to animate us, we shall be filled with 
and holy zed, then worship will bo 
pleasant, and the prospect of our 
ppearing delightful. O that our 
give us His "good Spirit/ 1 in a 
measure than wc have ever received or 
ajoyed Him jet, that so we may grow in grace, 
icrease in spiritual stature, and be always 

" Great Comforter, we cry to Thee, 
Spirit of Jetsus, come, 
And make our willing, waiting souls 
Thine everlasting borne. 

" O let us feel Thy saving power. 
That fuith and love may grow 
Present salvation we desire; 
This, this on us bestow. 

" Nor ever let us grieve Thee more, 
Thou holy, peaceful Dove- 
But may our hearte, and lips, and livue. 
lie all tran£form l d to low* * 
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onder and amazement at the oondact of 
d, and fall of admiration he gives vent to 
srpoweriag feelings in this brief exclama- 

It is the language of humility, he felt 
i under a sense of God's amasing kind- 
• one so mean, to one so vile; the sense of 
undeserved grace laid him very low ; and 
le dust of self-abasement he expressed his 
r at the Divine dealings with him. It is 
guago of gratitude, his heart was full, it 
erflowing with grateful praise/ Surprised, 
5, and grateful, he was prepared to glo- 
i good and gracious God; and this will be 
e with us, when we take a retrospect of 
it from the right point, when we look at 
es and then at our God, at our righteous 

and His merciful dealings. We will now 
look at the question with a view to our 
ification. 

it is man physically ? He is. fearfully 
nderfully made. He is the chief of the 
Df God. What a wonderful structure is 
y ! What wisdom is displayed in devising, 
ng, and adapting the different parts to 
le one simple yet complicated machine ! 
>nes, the muscles, the blood-vessels, the 
the brain, the flesh, the skin : ttvs diftsx- 



look at man in youth, in health, and 
gour ; and then at what man is when 
diseased, or dead, we cannot but feel 
exclaim, " What is man ! " But when 
our thoughts to God, to His greatne 
holiness, and immutability, we feel a stil 
impulse inducing us to cry, "What 
Man so little, so mean, so sickly, so cl 
man who is but of yesterday. " Win 
that thou shouldst magnify him ? and 
shoudst set thy heart upon himP T 
shouldst visit him every morning, an( 
every moment?" 

What is man morally? This is i 
part of the picture. It is bad enoug 
man diseased, suffering, dying, mouh 
dust; but when we come to inquire 
cause of all this, it is fearful. Man is ( 
depraved. He has fallen from the state 
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jked. It is enmity against God. He is 
rril principles sad evil passions. He is 
not only unprofitable, but abominable, 
of God's creation presents such a sight 
pore and holy eyes as man does, for in 
ter and mind are alike depraved, and set 
ition to TKmaAlf Man is wicked, bnt 
; only wicked, he is weak. Sin, which 
olatkm of the command by him, has be- 
Tearful disease within him. He has no 

good. He has no power if he had. 
tie apostle when partially renewed, speak- 
imself, said, "To will is present with me, 
to perform that which is good I find 
tfan is perverse, he closes his eyes, bis 

1 his heart against God. It is only for 
require, and he determines not to do; or 
bit, and he immediately desires it. His 
s much opposed to God as it can be. He 
lis mercy, dares His justice, and defies 
rer. He has done evil things as he could, 
jeveres in doing them except the Lord 
invincible grace prevents him. He has 
nrer than the beasts that perish, hence the 
mplains, "The ox know his owner, and 
his master's crib, but Israel doth not 
ny people doth not consider." TharaSfc 
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of all their vast number was chosen. They were 
left to reap the due desert of their deeds. Not 
so man. God saw that he would fall. He knew 
what he would become, and yet He chose out of 
fallen mankind, a number which no man can 
number to eternal life. " Lord, what is man, 
that Thou shouldst choose him?" The only 
reply we can give is, "Evan so, Father, for so it 
seemed good in Thy sight." Man is chosen in 
Christ — chosen to holiness — chosen to everlast- 
ing life — chosen to the highest honours, and the 
t sweetest joys. How wonderful God's grace, and 
His ways are past finding out. What an over- 
whelming thought for a sinner to cherish in his 
bosom, "J am God's choice. God has chosen mc 
to salvation. God has chosen me of His own 
mere grace. God has chosen me, who deserved 
and must have sunk to hell, if left to myself, 
to be His child, the object of His love, and to 
share in all the glories of His heavenly kingdom." 
Man is God's companion. He is to walk with 
God. He is called to have fellowship with God, 
He is directed to pour out his heart before God. 
He is to treat God with confidence, communi- 
cating everything to Him, aslcng every tiling of 
Him, and expecting every good thing from Him. 
God promises to visit him, to manifest Hycws»0& \s 



this moment ne ia ^j—^ 
" Let me hear thy voice, let me see thy 
nance ; for sweet is thy voice, and thy 
nance is comely." 

What will man be? This is a questioi 
no man can answer, for even the inspired 
John confesses his ignorance, "Belove< 
lie, " now are we the sons of God, and 
not yet appear what we shall be, but *s 
shall appear we shall be like Him, for 
see Him as He is." "Eye hath not t 
hath not heard, neither hath entered 
heart of man, what God hath prepared 
that love Him." Man will be like Jes 
will be with God. Man will shine fo 
' ' ~ ~ A ~™ «f ln's heavenly Fal 



71 

this glorious subject, let us endeavour to realize 
our interest in it, and let us pray the Holy 
Spirit to unfold and apply it to our souls, until 
filled with surprise, humility, and profound gi a- 
i we exclaim with David, " Lord, what k 
, that Thou takest knowledge of him i or Die 
1 man that Thou rn^kest account of him ! 
i is like to vanity, lus dip ■» " * *a*iw 
that passetb awn v." 

" I*>rd ! what is man, that in Thy care 
His humble lot should Sad a share ; 
Or what the son of man, thai Thou 
Thus to his waiiU Thy ear shouldst bow ? 
€i His rank awhile, by Thy decree, 
Th* angelic tribes beneath them see, 
Till round him Thy imparted rays 
With uoextinguish'd glory blaze. 

The grazing herd, the bleating fold*— 

u The fowls of various wing that fly 
O'er the vast desert of the sky, 
And all the watery tribes, that glide 
Through paths to human sight denied. 

:: Immortal King! through earth's wide frame 
How great Thy honour, praise, and name ! 
Thy reign o'er distant worlds extends, 
Thy glory heaven's vast height tTMv^mte" 



" Christ hath redeemed us from the curs 
law, being made a curse for us." — Gai 

As creatures we are all under law. 
malities of the law may vary, but its « 
principles are the same. The law comir 
It tells us what God requires of us. It 
that we be holy, just, and good. Thai 
God supremely, and all about us as c 
It threatens disobedience. It cond 
sinner. Its condemnation is called a c 
dooms us to punishment. To be puni 
separation from God, and to endure J 
~ fo the nature, number, and 
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because it recognises a rule, it perceives that we 
have violated it, and it accuses and brings us in 
guilty accordingly. The Jews had the law in a 
peculiar form. The moral was united with the 
ceremonial There was the standard of moral 
rectitude, but there was also a typical represen- 
tation of how sin may be pardoned, and the 
sinner be saved. Bat the Scripture has con- 
cluded that both Jews and Gentiles are all under 
sin: under its power, and under condemnation 
for it The law pronounces a curse upon us all, 
because we have all sinned. The curse which 
the law pronounces is just, and therefore must 
be executed. If it is executed upon us, are are 
rained for ever. Here then is our dilemma. We 
have sinned, the law curses and condemns us, 
its curse and condemnation are righteous, but if 
executed upon us, we are undone for ever. How 
then can we escape eternal punishment ? The 
text gives the answer. Let us attend to it with 
faith and gratitude. 

" Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us." To re- 
deem is to deliver. To deliver righteously, by 
the payment of a price, or meeting the demand in 
order to emancipate. In our case the curse must 
be executed. The penalty must be paid. Wq 
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rnr release. His blood was our ransom-price. 
Ie came to give His life a ransom for many, and 
5e gave it. It was written in the law, "Cursed 
s every one that hangeth on a tree." Jesus was 
langed on a tree on Golgotha, and thus it was 
publicly proclaimed to all that He was accursed, 
[n himself He was the blessed God, and the 
source of blessing to all creation, but He became 
& curse, in order to become our Redeemer. 
Taking our nature He became our kinsman, being 
our kinsman according to the law He had a right 
to redeem His kindred; having a right to re- 
deem He made use of it, and paid the price of 
our everlasting freedom. Blessed he His great, 
gracious, and glorious name for ever. 

What wonderful love the Saviour must have 
possessed, to stoop so low, to suffer so much, to 
undertake such a work. What wonderful love 
must have filled the bosom of the Father to give 
His Son for this purpose. To admit of His sub- 
stitution. To allow the transfer of our guilt to 
Him. To . appoint Him to suffer as our Re- 
deemer. Let us admire and adore the infinite, 
unparalleled love of our good and gracious God. 
But are we redeemed from the curse of the law? 
Was Jesus made a curse for us ? These are 
solemn questions, and they ought to be settled. 
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tidings of deliverance from all curse and con- 
demnation by simple faith in the Lord Jesus. 
"All who believe are justified from all things/' 
If Jesus has redeemed us, by being made a 
curse for us, we need not fear that we shall ever 
be accursed. Need not! We ought not. It is dis- 
honourable to Him, and reflects upon the justice 
of our heavenly Father. "There is no condem- 
nation to them that are in Christ Jesus." We 
should not trifle with so glorious a subject, 
with such a solemn theme ; but we should re- 
ceive it with all seriousness, and believe it with 
all confidence. We must not sin. Faith in the 
death of Jesus, is the death of sin. No one can 
believe that Christ was made a curse for him, in 
order to redeem him from the curse of the law, 
and yet habitually indulge in sh% It is impos- 
sible. If our faith does not set us against sin, 
and inspire us with a love to holiness, it is not 
the faith of the operation of God, the faith that 
distinguishes God's elect. The faith that receives 
freedom from Christ, employs that freedom for 
Christ. If Christ has suffered for us, we ought 
to be willing to suffer for Him ; if He obeyed for 
us, we ought to obey Him ; if He was accursed 
for us, we ought to be ready to be reproached, 
condemned, or accursed for Him. May the 
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decmcr you will be eternally undone. If Jeau 
was not made a curse for you, you will be ac 
cursed to all eternity. No one can deliver u 
from the curse of the law but Jesus, and He onl 
delivers those who believe on His name, rely o 
His blood, and walk by the precepts of Hi 
word. 

" Jesus, what millions of our race 
Have been the triumphs of Thy grace ! 
And millions more to Thee shall fly, 
And on Thy sacrifice rely. 

" That tree, that curse-empoison'd tree, 
Which proved a bloody rack to Thee, 
Shall in the noblest blessings shoot, 

A „A AH f(,a notinns With itfl frllit. 
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tUem patiently, as a Christian ought. TIiol 
knowest my domestic trials, that they are great; 
my commercial trials, that they are heavy ; my 
soul trials, which arc; worst of all. " Thou hist 
tried me, and known me/ 1 In every trial, Lord, 
sympatluze with me, give me special grace, and 
nelp me to endure temptation as a disciple of 
Jesus should. My trials increase with my years, 
they come from new and unexpected quarters, 
they often harrow up my feelings, and harass 
my soul, but, "O Lord, Thou knowest" them. 
They do not come unobserved by Thee. Rather, 
arc they not sent by Thee, and intended to un 
settle my mind from the things of time, and lead 
me to seek fellowship with the glorious things 
which are above ? May every trial drive me to 
the feet of Jesus, that I may soothe my troubled 
spirit with a view of His beauty and glory. 

<£ Lord, Thou knowest" my fears. They arc 
many, they arc painful, they bang so fast oil 
Mfflaj of the m arc unfounded, and often cause me 
much unnecessary pain* I am sometimes afraid 
of man. Occasionally afraid of God. Often, 
very often afraid of myself. My heart is so 
foul, my corruptions are so strong, my lusts are 
so active, Satan is so crafty, my temper is so . 
irritable, and my tongue is so unguarded, that 1 
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aid that I shall some day fall and dis- 
Thy holy name. Then, at times, my 
s so dark, so carnal, so dead to every 
hat is good ; my heart is so stupid, stub- 
ind hard; my affections are so earthly, 
ed, and carnal ; that I am afraid that my 
iperience is delusion, my hope unfounded, 
■ profession a mistake. I am afraid I shall 
>rt at last, that death will undeceive me, 
5rnity be spent under the fearful frown of 
My fears are often so numerous, so pow- 
and so natural, that I am as timid as a 
and sit down and write sad and bitter 
against myself. " Lord, Thou knowest " 
rs, the cause of them, the nature of them, 
e effect of them; and Thou only canst 
ally deliver me from them. 
Lord, Thou knowest " my foes. They are 
dogged, and determined. They watch 
orry me, and weary me. They lay wait 
i. They fawn, and try to deceive me. 
latter, and try to puff me up. They 
n, and try to intimidate me. The old 
; lion, seeks to destroy me. The old ser- 
ndeavours to beguile me with his subtlety, 
jnemies I find in my heart ! At times I 
ith them in the church. Occasionally I 
o 



82 GOI/S KNOWLEDGE OF US. 



come in contact with them in the world. Mj 
enemies are numerous, and they are powerful 
but, " Lord, Tliou knowest" them all, The) 
can only act nnder Thy eye* Thou art present 
in their secret councils, Thou know est their 
private plots. Thou watchest their craftiest 
movements, what a comfort it is, when I can 
believe that God is my Father, and realise that 
He has all my enemies under His eye, and that 
He holds them all in cheek, Lord, let me not 
dishonour Thee by fearing man, or trembling 
before Satan, or feeling alarmed at death; rather 
give me wisdom and grace, to put on the whole 
of the armour which Thou hast provided, and 
manfully resist, oppose, and overcome them. 

"0 Lord, Thou knowest" my desires. And 
these sometimes, form my only evidence of a 
work of grace in my heart. Thou knowest that 
I do desire to be holy, though I am not. That 
I desire to worship Thee in the Spirit, rejoice in 
Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh. 
That I would exalt Jesus, spread His fame, and 
bring thousands of sinners to His feet. I desire 
to mortify the flesh, with its affections and lusts; 
to put on the new man, which is truth and holi- 
ness; to be a burning and shining light. I- do 
desire to be, to do' and to suffer all Thy will 
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without complainings or even wishing for tiie 
least alteration in a single point. But my de- 
sires and my conduct, my inward desires and 
my outward communications, are often sadly at 
variance, for I find the flesh lusting against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, and these 
are contrary the one to the other, so that I can- 
not do the things that I would. But blessed be 
God, my desires for practical conformity to His 
will are natural, habitual, and often powerful ; 
and must, as I believe, spring from the presence, 
power, and operation of His Holy Spirit. " O 
Lord, Thou knowest" my desires, give me grace 
that I may be enabled to carry out my desires 
in all the walks of life ! 

" O Lord, Thou knowest " my hopes. Hopes 
that refer to time, and hopes that run into 
eternity. Hopes that respect the body, and 
hopes that refer to the soul. Hopes for the 
church, and hopes for the world. Hopes for my 
family, and hopes for myself. Especially my 
hope of eternal life, and of sharing ih the glories 
and triumphs of Jesus when He comes. The 
crown of my hope, Thou knowest is, the advent 
of my beloved Lord. To see Him come in the 
clouds, with His own glory, His Father's glory, 
and all the holy angels with Him. To shine iu 
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the glory of the first resurrection, to be 
to sit down at the maniage-supper of the Lamb, 
and to share in the privileges and immunities of 
the New Jerusalem. that the Kkg of kings 
would come ! O that the Lord would descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and the trump of God 1 that the 
Lord's people could lay aside their prejudices, 
and as one man embrace the doctrine, and hasten 
Hie coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. "OliOrd, 
TL on knowest*' that my hope of acceptance in 
Thy sight, rests on the finished work of Jesus 
alone, and all ray hones of eood in this world 
or in that which is to come, are founded on Thy 
most blessed and holy word. 

"0 Lord, Thou knowest" my sins and follies 
No one else does. I believe no one else eve 
will. How could I look any one in the face, 
I thought he knew what was passing in d 
heart, or what is transacted in the chambers 
imagery within. But the Lord alone can seai 
the heart. He only knows the worst of us ; ; 
He only knows the best ; for the best and 
worst, are both concealed in the same h* 
The eye of God sees every motive, every thoi 
every lust, every action. His eye is on 
mysterious portion of our nature, callec 
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on which such strange pictures arts 
ted, in which such fearful scenes are 
lies transacted. What a depth of poliu- 
ere is within qs ! Wbat billows of cor* 
[ sometimes roll and swell! Wbat streams 
J filth mess sometimes flow from the heart 
le fancy, and all but into the life, or 
ic tongue, How difficult sometimes to 
back. Little does the young Christian 
rhat the pure and holy eye of God sees 
him ; and what his own eye will one day 
ir, filling him with alarm, if not with ber- 
th shame and self -loatl ling before God. 
lie will enter into poor Job's confession, 
Idy I am vile ;** and into Isaiah's ex eta- 
, " I am undone" But blessed be God, 
hteousness of Jesus covers all, conceals 
id the grace and Spirit of God will ulti- 
pnrge away the whole from us. Now 
iquities are forgiven, and our sins are 
i ; but then our natures will be perfectly 
i, and be white as the falling snow. 
Lord, Thou knowest" my frame. Thou 
3t what it was, before it was ruined by 
11 ; what it was, when 1 lay dead in tres- 
and sins ; and Thou knowest what it is, 
present transition state. Thou ka&ra*& 
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jid disorders, from which the body 
the imperfect organisation and de- 
fies, by which the soul is fettered, 
i hindered. Thon Inowest the 
the memory the b in all n ess of the 
•it j j the trembling state of the 
be weak condition of the muscle*. 
>r knows it all. "He knoweth our 
ueinbereth that we are dust." The 
if ua, is perfectly known to Ilim, 

understand us, He can sytnpa* 
i. He can make, all things work 
our good. All that in ns is good, 
need by His own Spirit and word, 
I, he hits permitted in his wisdom 

lk v knew from eternity. When 



GOD'a KNOWLEDGE OP US, 



throne of grace, as working all things after 
ie counsel of His own will ! to know Him in 
Us own glorious world, where all His perfec- 
ona arc displayed, all His attributes are realized, 
id all His gracious relations are enjoyed. O 
.r the time, when we shall know, even as also 
e are known! 

K My Father knows my feeble frame* 
He knows how poor a worm I am, 

He knows, He knows it alh 
The least temptation serves to draw 
My footetepa from my Eather's Jaw, 
And makes me slide and ML 

" Of this I give Him daily proof, 
And yet He does not east roe oft; 

But owns me still as His. 
He spares, Ho pities, He forgives 
The most rebellious child that lives; 

So great His goodness is. 



Again to violate His law ? 

My soul revolts at this ; 
111 love, and wonder, and adore, 
And beg that I may sin no more 

Against such love as His." 
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quickens us, and we feel our lost and miserable 
condition. He enlightens us, and we see the 
exact adaptation of the Lord Jesus Christ to us. 
is just what we want. He is everything we 
X A desire springs up In our heart to possess 
Him. We look. We long. We feel as if we 
would give a world if Christ was ours. But 
doubt, fear, and suspicion works. Wc cannot 
exercise confidence in Him. We cannot cast 
our souls upon Him. We are afraid to trust for 
eternal life only to Hun. Sometimes we ques- 
tion our warrant to do so. Sometimes we feel 
as if we would at once venture on Him. But 
there is no simple faith, the faith that brings the 
knowledge and enjoyment of salvation, but by 
the direct putting forth of the power of the Holy 
Spirit* He unveils Christ before us, opens His 
laving heart, exhibits the efficacy of His precious 
blood, shines upon some portion of His holy 
word, and confidence springs up, We see that 
we are welcome to Jesus, We feel that we can 
venture our everlasting all in His hands. We 
cast ourselves at His feet, confess our sin, grieve 
nver our unbelief, appeal to His mercy, feel that 
we can trust our all in His hands, and we are at 
peace. We believe the love that God hath to 
us. We trust in the finished work of Chmt 



answer for us at the bar of justice. He i 
liver us from Satan, sin, and hell. He is t 
upon us everything we need. He is to i 
our works in us. In a word, be a complete 
to us. We crown Him Lord of all, ani 
to honour and glorify Hira, in our bodie« 
and spirits. Faith is produced. Here 
Holy Spirit's work. The author is coi 
for we are not conscious at the time, tl 
power but our own is employed, all app 
natural : and the Spirit does not speak c 
self, but reveals Christ, testifies of Chris 
to Christ, exalts Christ before us, and tea 
to place the crown of crowns on His hea 
The Holy Spirit sustains our faith. I 
to be frequently renewed, refreshed, and r 
for it will droop, and fade, and become we 
a plant, unless it have air, sun, and dew. 
newings of the Holy Spirit revive and strc 
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joot, weak, timid thing; at least, such our faith 
iften seems to be ; but when backed, sustained, 
ind strengtiiened by the Holy Spirit, there are 
lew things that it cannot do. It is an inward 
oonYictkm of the existence of invisible realities, 
and a confident expectation of promised bless- 
ings. Thus it supports the mind, animates the 
tpurit, pleads with God, urges us forward, and 
lakes us more than conquerors through Him 
that lored us. 

The Holy Spirit dirtets our faith. Sometimes 
ve turn from the gospel to the law, it may be 
tsmisciousry, but as sure as we do, we get 
straitened in our minds, bewildered in our judg- 
nents, troubled in our consciences, and hardened 
in our hearts. We look upon God as a Law- 
giver, rather than as a Father; as exacting, 
rather than giving; as angry, rather than love. 
Now are we troubled. Coldness, barrenness, 
and bondage are experienced by us. Sometimes 
we look too much into ourselves, pore over our 
corruptions, dwell upon the hidden evils of the 
heart, and are taken up with our own unworthi- 
ness ; then we begin to droop, despond, and give 
way to legal fears. We find no liberty in prayer. 
We have no heart for praise. We dare not ap- 
propriate the promises. The spirit of a child ia 
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of bondage returns. We are j :5 
3 like one ina labyrinth. We : 
• steps, or return unto our 
sheep we continue to roam, ; 

Now the Holy Spirit, very " s 
take off the yoke of the law, i 1' 
je from ourselves, and direct L 
fresh. Now He appears to us ! .: 
r, as made of God unto us 
Bess, sanctification, and re- 
thold Him a perfect Saviour. 
>r us, before we knew Him ; 
is, and do it as in the other 

This meets our case. Our 
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on the boughs. Lite some animals, there is life 
in the heart, but no energy or active power in 
the limbs. We cannot, at such times, exercise 
faith in prayer, or expect a loving answer from 
God 1 a throne. We cannot exercise faith in God's 
providence, or believe that the dark clouds will 
bring fruitful showers, and the frosts of winter, 
the beauties and blessings of spring. The pro- 
mise meets the eye, but brings no relief to the 
heart. The doctrines of grace appear clear aud 
Wt4y, but like the winter's night they are cold 
and powerless. With us, everything is, as our 
fni tli Ami our faith is of I en feeble, dull and 
inactive- The Holy Spirit condescends to watch 
over the grace He has implanted, to keep His 
eye on the work He has wrought ; and in His 
own time, and by the means He is pleased to 
select, He comes and stirs up and excites our 
faith anew. Just now we were like the moult- 
ing eagle, crouching down, shivering, and cleav- 
ing to the dust, but now our youth is renewed, 
we mount upward, we catch the warm rays of 
the Sun of Kighteousness, we are strong, lively, 
and happy. We clasp the promise, and press it 
is the heart. We embrace the Saviour anew, 
and bless His adorable name. We enter into 
the Holiest afresh, and hold sweet, heart-meitixv^ 



it by wisdom, and strengthens it with power;* 
that the righteous holds on his way, and he Uut 
hath cleau hands, waxes stronger and stronger. 
The faith that first led us to the cross for par- 
don, often leads us to the fountain for ^lemWWi 
tJ, e faith that first brought us to Chrurf, 
never allow us to go on long, or far withou 
Christ. The faith that brought us to the doe 
of the sheep-fold, will bring ns to the gates o 
glory. Faith will work in us, and we shailwori 
war, and walk under its influence, un 1 
ceive the end of our faith, even the 
salvation of our souls. Faith is the root of 
Christian grace. Faith is the .life .of our rd 
but the Holy Spirit ia the hfe of faith. Let 
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;he goodness and grace of the Holy Spirit 
1, who is to us " the Spirit of faith. *> 
Jehovah, we worship Thee, and beseech 
to strengthen that which Thou hast 
at in ns! Thou hast given ua a little 
give us more; make us like Abraham, 
in faith, giving glory to God. And if the 
an unbeliever resta upon this page, let it 
Thee through it, to produce faith in his 
that he may flee to Jesus, embrace the 
find peace, and obtain everlasting life, 
h Jesus Christ, Amen, 

Lord, we lie before Thy feet ; 

Look on all our deep distress ; 
Dhy rich mercy may we meet; 

Clothe us with Thy righteousness ; 
itretdi forth Thy almighty band; 
loM ub up, and we shall stand. 

) that cloa^nre could cleave 

To Thy Weeding, dying breast ! 
Hve us firmly to believe, 

And to enter into rest, 
jord, increase, increase our faith ; 
dake us faithful unto death ! " 
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"Wlwt shall I say ?"— ISAI. xxxviii. 15. 

Sech an exclamation escaped from the lips of 
Joshua, and it was the language of bitter dis- 
appointment, for Israel fled before tlkeir enemies, 
Josh* Tit Xh The same words were uttered by 
oar adorable Lord when His soul was over- 
whelmed with grief, in the prospect of His 
Agonies and bloody sweat, His cross and saeri- 
fieial death: "Now is My soul troubled; and 
what shall I bay?" John xiL 37. Here it is fin 
language of one who was filled with perplexity 
hi the dispensations of Divine Providence. His 
si; ill was oppressed, his spiA%nourned, and he 
compared his prayers to the chattering of a 
crane or a swallow, Beloved, such is the case 
with us sometimes; our circumstances are so 
painful, so different from what we anticipated, 
that in bewilderment we exclaim, " What shall 
I say ? l * Say ? why, 

JTtrst, we must iay 3 that God's dealings are 
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rery mysterious. His ways are not as our ways, 
nor His thoughts as our thoughts. His way is 
in the sea, and His path in the mighty waters, 
and Bis footsteps are not known. We looked 
r or light, but behold darkness. We expected 
success, but we meet with failure. We antici- 
pated prosperity, but we are plunged in adver- 
sity. Our purposes are broken off. Our plans 
ire frustrated. Our skies are clothed with clouds. 
Truly with the church we must say, "Verily, 
rhoa art a God that hidest Thyself, God of 
Larael, the Saviour." "What shall I say?" Say, 
Secondly, the words of Jesus are still true : 
f In the world ye shall have tribulation." He 
oresaw it. He appointed it. He foretold it. 
Jut we were very backward to believe it. How- 
ver it may be with others, we did hope that it 
rould be different with us ; or, that past trials 
rould suffice, and that we should be exempted 
a future. But, no, almost every day brings 
ome new trial, some fresh trouble, some unex- 
pected cross. O Saviour, Thy words are indeed 
rue ! It is " through much tribulation that we 
mst enter into the kingdom of God." " What 
haUIsay?" Say, 

Thirdly, that some of God's promises require 
trong faith to believe them. He has assured 

H 



lulties, dangers, and aisapj — 

"Where is llis love, His zeal for iuj 
fare, His tender mercy now ? Is He still the 
Jer Is He yet in one mind ? Must I believe 
It this is the very best thing that could happen 
' me ? Yes, His promises and His covenant 
Rations require it. But, oh, how difficult! 
hat strong faith it requires; and mine, oh, 
low weak ! " What shall I say ? " Say, 

Fourthly, that God will do just as He pleases 
Rvith His own children. He has the right, and 
IHe will exercise it. He will cross our wills, 
[hedge up our paths, cut off our expectations, and 
give us wormwood and gall to drink. And why? 
'Vcause lie loves to pain us, or takes pleasure 
1 sorrows? No. Oh, no! But 



shall know hereafter." Well did the 

exclaim, "He giveth not account of 
s matters." Our Father wisely appoints 
f every one of His children. He has 
int the path in which they are to travel. 

appointed their bounds, which they 
ass. Then with Job we say, "He is in 
I, and who can turn Him P What His 
*eth, even that He doeth. He f olfilleth 
; that is appointed for me, and many 
Ings are with Him." This is often 
ying ; but " what shall I say?" Say, 
•, that the trial of faith is often very 
xceedingly painful. Gold is the finest 
, and is tried more than any other ; but 

of our faith is much more severe, 
, and precious than gold. Never did 
j Spirit work faith in a sinner's heart 
providence of God tried it. And when 
sing through the fire to be separated 
carnal, sensual dross, how exceedingly 

sometimes appears; yea, sometimes 
seek it, it cannot be io\xa.&. 'Yba ^» 



ere is it ? Untneu itu. u _ 
It. Providence prepares the furnace, lights 
fire, lays on the fuel, and our poor faith 
list pass through the ordeal. How difficult to 
ly sometimes, " Though He slay me, yet will I 
lust in llim." And to believe that this rough 
J)ad is the right road, which leads to the city of 
■abiiations. But tried faith will be found unto 
lonour, and glory, and praise at the appearing 
hf Jesus Christ. Still, while the smoke of the 
(furnace obscures our prospects, and the flames 
■curl around our souls, we are often led to cry 
|out, " H 'hat shall I say f " Say, 

{Sixthly, that patience and perseverance arc 
I required under our trials. We may not murmur, 
* not complain, but patiently follow 
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eu shall we say with the Psalmist, 
b, I opened not my mouth, because 
■ " Had it been man, it might have 
; bad it been chance, it might have 
js ; but it was Thou, and, therefore, 
wise, holy, and kind. We are re- 
ly to persevere, to go on, though 
igged, though the thorns pierce our 

we cannot see one step before us. 
ilk by faith, not by sight, believing 

safe in the midst of danger, right 
fthing is perplexing, and that all 
. Still, though we try to exercise 
j slowly press forward in the trying 
Jl be prompted at times to exclaim, 
I I say?" Say, 

tli at when Satan hinders, none but 
tually help ; therefore, we must look 
tan is our sworn foe, our Derce and 
:my. If he cannot drive us back, 
> hinder us, and make our work and 
;r to our souls. His opposition is 
ay. He is no feeble foe, or inex- 
xment. He hindered Paul, and he 

us. He will always try to hinder 
lulling us asleep, attracting us from 
ad, or blocking up our path with. 
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faithfulness ; bat " I will commit my way unto 
the Lord ; I will trust also in Him, and He shall 
bring it to pass ; for He shall bring me forth to 
the light, and I shall behold His righteousness." 
[ will say then, that God is faithful, that His 
word is true, that His promises are sure, that 
His ways are right, and that His perfections 
shall be glorified, by-and-bye, by His dealings 
with me now. I will say, I have an Advocate 
ibove, Jesus Christ the righteous One, — I have a 
jtaff on which I can lean, a hope that will not 
make me ashamed, a faith that will not fail, and 
i prospect, notwithstanding all, of an inheritance 
that is incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth 
lot away, reserved in heaven for me. I will say, 
ihat in my best moments, I believe that I shall 
jvercome, and be more than a conqueror over 
;very foe, through Him which hath loved me, 
ind given Himself for me ! Blessed be His 
loly name, for wisdom to guide, and grace to 
lelp me in all the past ; I will now endeavour 
x> confide in Him, and trust Him for all that is 
jo come. 



J 



A SOLEMN THOUGHT. 
M Are not my days few f **— Jon x, 2a. 

Thus the afflicted patriarch appealed to the 
3rd, when he sought a mitigation of his suffer- 
gs, and relief from his fears.' Are not my days 
w ? Then pity me, spare me, and send me re- 
if. Reader, let us take home the inquiry to 
irselves. It may awaken some profitable 
loughts, and excite some useful emotions. Yo 
ay be living as if you thought that your da; 
ould be many. Living in sin, in folly, negle* 
g your everlasting concerns. You may be risj 
rly and sitting up late to amass wealth, or s 
oney. You may be indulging in late hours in 1 
• spending much of your time in carnal gr 
tions. You may be planning and scher 
id working and acting, as if you were tc 
;re for ever, or were at least sure of manv 

^rae. Years! why we are not sure of w 
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ays, hours, nay minutes. At the be*t 
,s will be few. 

jut days are but few, let us be careful to 
uern up, having some useful and profitable 
loyment for every hour. Let us employ 
\ for the best of purposes, even to secure the 
ition of our souls, and a great and glorious 
ird when the Lord Jesus shall come to re* 
1 every man according to his works. Let 
b be time for prayer. For prayer in private, 
prayer La the family, Tor prayer with the 
ch of God. Let us never neglect meetings 
►rayer. They are o^great importance, and 
erly attended to must he profitable. Let 
i be time for praise. How much cause we 

to praise God. How many things we have 
raise God for. Our life. Our health. Our 
. Our raiment. Our homes. Our Sab- 
s. Our bibles. Our sanctuaries. Our civil 
religious liberty. A good hope, if we are 
Ten. But time would fail me to enumerate 
culars. Surely we ought then to have time 
•raise. Set times for praise. Seasons set 
t on purpose to praise God. Times to go 
5 that we may praise our God for His in- 
erable mercies conferred upon us. Let there 
me for reading. Especially for reading God's 



[soul. Let there be tunc . 
iling we take in food, by meditation we digesi 
Heading without meditation does us bat 
lie good. We can meditate as we go to and 
pin our employment, and very often wben en- 
tged in it. Wc need lose no time for it, nor 
jjure any one by it. Xet there be time to do 
food to others. One object that God has in view 
In continuing us in this world, is that we may 
be of use to those about us. There should be 
Itimc to call in and see the sick. To visit the 
[bereaved. To speak a kind word to the widow 
I and the fatherless. To render pecuniary assist- 
anee to those in want, according as God hat 
prospered us. Many would have more, if they 
God would entrust us with 



Art, eoaffart one troubled spirit, it 
4g, and something worth living for too. 
days are few, then 1 shall not want 
■poral good. However much I may 
in only enjoy a certain amount. How- 
h I may have, I must soon leave it. Let 
Jien, crave much of this world's good, 
ith God's blessing, — a little with a oon- 
ind, — a little with a heart to do good 
i better than great riches without. En- 
does not consist in the quantity thai 
a, or even its qnatity, but on the state 
irt. If the heart be right, a good mea- 
imfbrt is certain, If my days are few, 
i comparatively of little consequence 
say ofms, or think about me, jf con- 
nd God approve. Men may asperse 
icter, misrepresent my conduct, and 
le to be influenced by wrong motives ; 
j days are few, if God approve of me, 
it matter in a few years what men 
about me ? Happy is the man who 
reated can say, " lily witness is in hear 
my record is on high." If my days 
then my trials will soon be over, my 
will soon end, and my conflicts will 
e. Let it, then, be my constant care 



o*er lords. » t 9 t«' et ?£ toW 1 *^ 
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If He give us grace, 
"If any man will 
wiB follow Thee i "Will 



( hear my requirements, If any man will 
I me, let him deny himself?" 
im deny bis own natural will** for it 
rary to the will of God. The church 
lebody, ruled byooe wiD, and that will 
; Christ. Every believer is to seek to 
t is the will of Christ on every subject ; 



ig ascertained it, to prefer it, bow to 
deavour to carry it out. Whatever is 



own will, and my own way, are to be 
and exchanged for the will and way of 
jet a man deny his own natural derires." 
esire fame, honour, ease, wealth. Let 
be denied, and let him desire to be, 
), just what Jesus requires. If duty 
into obscurity, let him be willing to 
; if it lead him into disgrace, let 
rilling to suffer it; if it bring pain, 
and suffering, let him willingly en- 
tn ; if it make him' poor, and keep 
, let him be willing to be of "the 
ds world," whom God hath chosen. It 
tiat I desire that is to lute \ea,\wNi 




is 



providence are to uo ..^ 
deny his own natural love of pleasui*.. 
gratification is sure to be sinful either in its 
nature or effects, therefore it is not to be fol- 
lowed. Jesus pleased not Himself. Paul pleased 
not himself. They sought not their own pleasure, 
or mere animal or intellectual gratification, but 
constantly aimed at something higher and holier. 
Jesus ever kept the end of His mission in veiw: 
" I came not to do mine own will, but the will 
of Him that sent me." Paul was guided by the 
admonition he delivered to the churches; w Te 
arc not your own, ye are bought with a price, 
therefore glorify God in your bodies and spirits 
wliich arc God's." To obey Christ, and not t 
please or gratify ourselves, is our one bosinef 
" They that are Christ's have crucified the fle 
4,, ° affections and lusts." The flesh is 
11 throne. But. alas. ) 
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tie. ; and instead of its being crucified, 
julted, caressed, and indulged. God's 
i squandered, God's time is varied, and 
precepts are disregarded "Let a man 
himself," said the Saviour. " Nay," say 
professors, " there is no need for it, I can 
>e my love of finery, I can gratify mj natu- 
petite, 1 can walk according to the customs 
; world, and jet go to beaven at last." 
riy beloved, I beseech yon as strangers and 
Wk ftbftftin frum ilr-hlily lijsts which war 
\t the soul/* said Peter. f * Naj," say many, 
3 no reason to act as if we were strangers, 
conduct ourselves as if we were pilgrims ; 
id better do as the generality do, and all 
s right at last." Self-denid is out of fashion; 
Idom preached by some, and quite as seldom 
sed by others. 

et him take up bia cross and follow me." 
rue Christian is condemned by the world, 

looked upon as a poor, contemptible, 
led slave, who deserves crucifixion, because 
tines against it, and boars witness that 
>rk8 thereof are evil. He is to realize this, 
stead of being ashamed of it, he is to take 

cross, the instrument of torture, disgrace, 
eath, and bear it after Jesus. LftN\&% 

1 
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Jesus more than father, mother, brother, sister, 
case, pleasure, wealthy fame* fashion, finerr, 
ddieious food, liberty, man's sanction, yea, than 
his own life also, he ii to act for Christ, in oltfdi- 
ence to Christ, through so acting is considered 
as degrading and disgraceful, as carrying a cross 
to the place of execution* This was the spirit 
that actuated the Apostles, the primitive Chris- 
tians, the martyrs and the host of sufferers for 
Christ in the days of old. " Let him follow me," 
says Jesus. That is, "Let him imitate me* Do 
as I have done. Copy my example. Tread in 
my steps/ 1 Oh, brethren, how different it is 
with us ! How unlike the self-denying Jesus 
we are ! How little do we feel or act as Paul 
did, who said, " I keep under my body, and bring 
it into subjection ; lest that by any means, whei 
I have preached to others, I myself should be 
cast-away," And, again, speaking of himse 
and fellow-believers, " We labour, that whetb 
present or absent, we may be accepted of Hin 
A little self-denial practised by the church 
general would soon pay all our chapel-debts, 
our missionary-treasury, bring every poor s 
out of the union-houses, and supply the w 
of the ministers of Christ and poor godly wid 
There are ornaments enough worn by ch 
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nembers to do all this and more ; and what is 
pent in tobacco, snuff, perfumes, wines, spirits, 
md luxuries for the .table, unnecessary for, if 
tot injurious to, health, would prevent the need 
if collections ! 

But are there no cautions necessary in the 
tractice of self-denial P Yes, but few, very few, 
teed them now-a-days. Take the following. We 
tre not to injure our heqlth. Health is a talent 
hat is to be taken care of, and employed for 
Christ, and whatever would injure or destroy 
>ur health is to be avoided. Whatever would 
mfit us for devotion is not required. Close, 
sonstant, and intimate intercourse with God is 
lecessary to maintain spiritual life in its vigour, 
jid should, therefore, be sought in the closet, 
q the sanctuary, in the family, and by lifting up 
he heart while engaged in our daily avocations ; 
vhile everything that hinders us, or unfits us 
or it, should be as carefully avoided. Whatever 
enders us unnecessarily singular before men is 
o be avoided. We are not to imitate the mul- 
itude who do evil ;*but we are not needlessly to 
lisgust them. But neatness, plainness, and in- 
xpensive habits, especially if what is thus saved 
s spent to make others comfortable, and to 
•romote the cause of Christ, will never do so. 



»\ •Ac* 6 .. ~aC» V ft** T * nOO* , 



117 



use I believe it will 
±_ from this, I will avoid 
reumspectly, I will avoid the 
•f evil, 1 will endeavour lo 
purify myself, even as He is 
eek my own happiness, much 
ou of my animal nature, first 
my object shall be to please 
be trying, or burdensome, or 
lered disgraceful, but I will 
, I will carry it, encouraged 
, it will please God/ 1 Self* 
ractised, to help God*s cause. 
our help, He can do without 
re us by asking for it, by using 
svith His blessing. His truth 

' flee oTth^widf wUd, pZ 
uimixed,and defend it against 
t to he copied and circulated, 
hed, regularly and universally, 
loney, and influence would be 
d requires us to furnish them. 
:nial we may do it ; but for want 
dies are in debt, missionaries 
ission-funds are low ; and this 
>rofessors are more numew^ 



bll, so let it be ; let mo ^ . 
tad's people can be benefited. I feel con- 
Imncd, justly condemned. I deserve to be con- 
pmned. But will a sense of condemnation lead 
humiliation, confession, and reformation? 
that is the point. Reader, what say ydu? 

all wc carry the matter to a throne of grace, 
Jihall wc humbly confess our sins, shall we seek 
race to help us to practise self-denial in future P 
lOh, for that grace that will enable us, when 
I tempted to indulge the flesh, neglect our duty, 
[ lose sight of Christ's honour, or seek to please 
ourselves instead of pleasing God, to stand like 
a rock, press on like the apostle, and exclaim 
with the Tirshatha, "So did not I, because of 
T ^ " And let us never forget 



was id them.** 
t Pet. i. 11. 

rophcts, inspiring 
nake divine communications to man, is 
the Spirit of Christ. The same Spirit 
b Apostles, and the writers oF the New 
t. That Spirit is now in every believer, 
at different times, in different forms, for 
purposes ; but it was always the same 
jent-, the same loving testifier of Christ* 
we are indebted for all we know of 
r all we enjoy of Christ, and for all the 
ice we bear to Christ. One cannot but 
to the Holy Spirit for His love to 
d the honour that He puts upon our 
jord. Spirit of Jesus, come now and 
To write a few profitable line* \\\*ow.Ni\as> 
nd then blesa them to t\xe 
oeople ! 
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understanding, the Spirit of counsel and Eight, 
the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the 
Lord : and shall make Him of quick understand- 
ing in the fear of the Lord ; and He shall do: 
judge after the sight of His eyes, neither reprove 
after the hearing of His ears," &c. Therefore, 
we read that in the synagogue of Nazareth, when 
the Book of the Prophet Esaias was given Him 
to read, He unrolled it, and read, " The Spirit of 
the Lord is upon me, because He hath anointed 
me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath 
sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 
deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are 
bruised, to proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord and then added, " This day is this Scrip- 
ture fulfilled in your ears." Thus, the human 
nature of our Lord and Saviour was qualified for 
the work He came into the world to accomplish; 
and we read that " He was led by the Spirit," 
filled with the Spirit, and " through the eternal 
Spirit offered Himself without spot to God." 

The Holy Spirit was given to Christ. This 
seems to have been one of the stipulations in the 
everlasting covenant, that Je3us was to come, to 
teach, work, suffer, die, rise, and return to His 
Father, and then receive the Holy Spirit as a re- 



of Gasm. 12b 



iiist, never come from the Holy Spirit, 
with His sanction. But every bright 
His glory, every sweet discovery of His 
it every act of adoration, every exercise of 
i on His word and work, every heart-felt 

as ec ration of ourselves to His service and 
praise, is from the Holy Spirit, Just in pro- 
portion as we are under the work, teachings, and 
influence of the Holy Spirit, will be our sweet 
views of Christ, confidence in Christ, love to 
Christ, zeal for Christ, and desire to exalt Him, 
extol Him, and set Him on high. The Spirit 
strips us, empties us, gives us vivid views of 
our own depravity, pollution, baseness, wretched- 
Hess, and misery, on purpose to glorify Christ : 
and, oh, bow precious, how unspeakably precious, 
15 Jeans to our souls, when under such views of 
ourselves He is revealed to us as our Saviour, 
Brother, Triend ! No language can convey our 
feelings, or express our desires for His glory and 
honour. The more we are under the Spirit's 
teachings, the more shall we see of the dignity, 
tnajesty, glory, perfection, excellency, and suita- 
bility of our dear Redeemer. In every instance 
where the Spirit of Christ is, He leads the soul 
to crown Him " Lord of all." 

The Holy Spirit endears Christ. Our lews, 



Jiatc follows tup 

Ihesc arc just in proportion as we are unut-i v«* 
bower and teaching of the Holy Spirit. The 
faith which the Spirit produces always embraces 
■Christ. Christ in His glorious person, finished 
J work, sufficient sacrifice, powerful intercession, 
(glorious offices, and gracious characters. And to 
' those who believe He is precious. Precious, not 
only in their estimation, but in their experience. 
They feel Him to be precious. His very name 
is as ointment poured forth. In proportion as 
they get near to Him they are happy. In pro- 
portion to their resemblance to Him they are 
satisfied. "When they come up out of the hor- 
rible pit, and feel themselves extricated from the 
miry clay, and view Jesus as their Deliverer, as 
having delivered them by suffering, bleeding, 
1 " :n " «nul rising for them, how precious, how 



m§af Jesus m preaons to 017 neart : 

finally, the Holy Spirit conforms to Christ. 
Hub is the great end He has in view. The per- 
son of Christ is the model after which He works. 
We are to be like Him. We are predestinated 
to be conformed to the image of God's only-be- 
gotten Son. The gospel is the instrument by 
%kieb He generally operates. In the gospel 
Jesus is unveiled, and stands forth as the glory 
of God. There the glory of God may be viewed 
without injury. He takes away the veil from 
<*nr hearts, and as Paul writes, so we experience : 
* We all, in an unveiled face, beholding as in a 
rises the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
**me image, from glory to glory, even m by the 
Spirit of the Lord." Every real view of Christ 
U transforming. We see Him now in grace, in 
JGs humiliated state, and are changed into His 
likeness. We shall soon see Him in His» 
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things P Is the Spirit of Christ within 
)o you know Christ P Love Him, live 
im, walk in fellowship with Him, and 
n ? The Holy Spirit turns the eye from 
og to Jesus; and just in proportion as 
under His influence and teaching, shall 
i away our eyes from our works, our 
3ur offices, and our corruptions, and fix 
mply and steadily on Jesus. Reader, 
no religion without the Spirit of Christ, 
lave not the Spirit of Christ unless we 
in the dust before God, rest on the 
work of Christ for our acceptance with 
1 desire and strive to be like Christ in 
tent evil world. The true standard of 
;y is the example of Christ ; and we have 
much religion as we have likeness to 
tnd no more. Spirit of Jesus, descend 
reader's heart; fill the soul with Thy 
i and power ; and make these lines the 
f endearing Jesus to His people, and of 
rebellious sinners to His feet. 



MERCY AND SALVATION SOUGHT. 



" Show iw Tby mercy, O Lord, and grant us 



salvation"— P&iL. lxxxv. 7. 

Tue church recognises God's goodness,, a 
pleads the grace He has displayed. She pkw 
that He 1ms been favourable to His land, t 
brought back the captivity of Jacob, has forgiv 
the iniquity of His people, taken away all 1 
wrath, and turned from the fierceness of E 
anger. Then she prays that He would turn h< 
revive her, rejoice her heart, and do so by sho 
ing His mercy, and granting His salvation. "V 
should look back to see what the Lord has doi 
to encourage us to seek and expect blessings 
His hands. If the Lord has given us one spiriti 
blessing, He intends to give us more. Each 
introductory to some other. If He begin a go 
work, He will carry it on. H He have a favo 
toward us, He will bring us to His feet, tta 
up to pray, give us penitence, produce faith 





salvation. 

Thy mercy, Lord* 9 Discover, 
exert it. Mercy supposes misery, * 
supposes sin; for all misery flows 
in is the source, and misery, in its 
s, is the stream which flows from 
intain. Mercy is the antidote of 
s antidote; and it removes misery 
don, inward sanotification, and holy 

It blots out our sins, changes our 
and sets us to work for God and 
iercy is/rom God. He is its Author, 
ises it as a Sovereign and a Father, 
sovereignty in justice, God is just 
there is no sovereignty in punish- 
ry one is punished just in proportion 
but mercy is sovereignly exercised, 
to the object P "I will have mercy 
ill have mercy." Or do we refer to 
Df it P "I will be merciful because 
ercifuL" As a Governor, God is 
impartially just ; as a Father, God 
1 sovereignly merciful. Mercy is 
sculiarly displayed. To persons, as 
inasseh, Jonah, and Saul of Tarsus, 
as to Israel especially in Egygt,vu\. 



mercy, it nows irom mm ireeiy, pi 
continually ; and whosoever will, may t 
take of these waters of life freely. E 
you feel the need of mercy ? Have yc 
it ? Have you found it ? Do you enjo, 
you praise it ? Do you commend it t< 
Do you desire salvation? a salvation 
sin, all wrath, all penal sufferings ? a 
full of blessings, free as the atmosphei 
as eternity ? It may be had. It may 
you. It may be had by you now. Th 
thing to hinder your enjoying it, but ; 
unbelief and hardness of heart. Tot 
saved or lost. You must be unspeakal 
or inconceivably miserable, and that 
Which shall it be P which? Let yo 
your heart-felt prayer, your daily, y< 




S PREFER. 



: am oppressed ; undertake for tne " 
Isai. xxxviii, 11 



ace will not make ua pray, trouble shdl ; 
■ troubles are often sent from God to 
to God, Hczckiah was a good man and 
man ; high in station and useful in his 
S deeply tried. If he bad not been tried 

never been so useful. Bat for bis 
i, he had not prayed as be did j if he 
so prayed, he had not been so remarkably 
d ; if he had not been so delivered, he 

composed this writing ; and if he had 
itten his experience, we should not 
en benefited by him as we have been. 
7 see that believers are pretty much the 
hether they live in a palace or a cottage, 
sceptre or work at a trade. Hezekiah, 
le moonlight of the law, was very much 
le of us who are under the 



Lord, He h« ^ *£> — the 

the waters, I -will be wiui ii , 
•„,__ shall not overflow thee , wuen » 

MUgh the lire, thou ^ »ot b 
w2 neither shall the flame kwdle «r 
£? 'Still the, often autre* «. 
i. like Peter, we take «« J ££ 
Took at the rortiog ™es, or Lste, o the h 
L winds. A long snccessio.1 of temporal .a 

T vm ' s'e Je of upon the eonscien* 
f °' S^rawakens straitens then 

ohscures the prospects, and dejeets ,thejoj 



IIEZEKIAU'S PRAY! 

i duty before us, there is 
.ng it of us, there is the de 
perform it ; but, oh, how ui 
* we feel ! To will is present ' 
to perform that which is good \ 
a word, sometimes the state of 
fects us, at others, the conditio* 
afflicts us, at others, the trials 
circle so oppress us, at others, 
of Satan, so harass us, and mor< 
haps, the inward conflict so exei 
cry out in bitterness of soul, " 
distress ! " Every Christian o 
the church will be able to set hi 
more or less, we all know it to 
not suffer alike, but all suffer, 
to have a double portion, but 
necessary, and by-and-byc we & 
Us forth by the right way, that 
city of habitation." But, 

Secondly, let us join in his 
undertake for me" What a 
friend in need, — a friend in 1 
that is accessible, syuipathiz 
help us. Such is our God. TV 
we may lay our case before II 
fully plead with Him to under 
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ertake to be a Father onto us, caring for us, 
eoting us, and daily communing with us. 
lertake to be our Surety, discharging every 
t, meeting every obligation, and delivering 
from all legal responsibility. Undertake to be 
r Captain, equiping us for the fight, leading 
against the foe, and giving us complete vic- 
ry over every opponent. Undertake to be our 
dvocate, pleading for us in every court, and 
leading in us against every adverse power. Well, 
esus is pledged to be all, and to do all this, for 
jvery one that believes on. His name, walks with 
Him in fellowship, and labours in His cause. But 
our faith is so weak, our fears are so strong, 
our foes are so vigilent, and our hearts are so 
misgiving, that we doubt, disbelieve, and often 
feet. Let us, therefore, daily, yea, many times 
in the day, repair to the throne of grace, and in 
the prospect of all that tries our faitb, alarms 
our minds, wakens our fears, or disturbs our 
peace, cry, " O Lord, undertake for me ! Under- 
take for me in prosperity, to save me from its 
snares; in adversity, to preserve me from its 
temptations ; in health, to make me useful ; in 
sickness, to make me patient ; in life, to make 
me holy ; and in death, to enable me to bear a 
testimony to Thy faithfulness, veracity, and love." 
Reader, God does undertake for sinners,— for 



taken for you: 

you been driven by trouble, or drawn . 
plead with Him to do so P All real I 
are brought to this. They all feel too 
foolish, too fearful, to accomplish the 
run the race, conquer the foe, and arri 
heaven of themselves, therefore the 
brought to cry right heartily and right 
" O Lord, undertake for me ! " 

Tried Christian, this subject will jus 
may the Lord make it a blessing to 
often feel oppressed. You are bowed dc 
You are in a great strait. You scarce 
to do, where to go, or to whom to lo< 
encompassed with trouble. The wa 
- ** w *mi unto your soul. Go 



to tircr* all in you that is re- 
you, sanctifying you, and con- 
i to His own ue&utifnl image that 
ve to say with the church, "Lord, 
"dain peace for us ; for Thou aisio hast 
, our works iu ua.* 1 Undertake to 
list what you should be* and having 
7 keep you so. Give no place to the 
satens, give no place to the fears that 
re no place to the unbelief that dig- 
it cry day and night to God, " Under- 
»** Believer* Jesus did undertake for 
everlasting covenant ; He is under 
s now, His promises arc His bonds, 
brgets them nor can He be false to 
tfore take courage, look to Him, trust 
Lverse with Him, expect from ITim, 
- heart upon glorifying Him. Take 
ipon you daily, undertake to do His 
c His honour, to promote His cause, 
EI is kingdom, and He will undertake 
keep you as the apple of His eye, to 
Uh the hidden manna, to strengthen 
raigth in your soul, to mnkollb way 
3 your face,— in a word, to guide ^qm. 
mnsvK and afterwards receive. >jou\x> 



HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD, 



* Holiness unto the Lord. >jh — Zeds, adf. 20. 



Tnis tc\t refers to a time of genera], if not 
universal, holiness; when the Lord's people will 
not only consecrate all tbey have unto the Lard, 
but will visibly mark it as His, They will not 
be ashamed, nor afraid to own, that not onlj 
themselves, hut all they have, is the Lord's; 
consecrated to His service, to be used only for 
His honour and glory, Thus carrying out the 
apostle's admonition: "Whether therefore ye eat, 
or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory 
of fjf>d." O that there were such a spirit b 



everv 
He 
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the Pr 



nature [ 



Mm lis 

, just, and good.'- It flows 
id ebetiou as its source; for we 
Christ Jesus, before the world 
tight be holy. God determined 
who should be the facsimiles 
hcreforc He made choice of us, 
to show forth His praise. Wo 
salvation, as the end ; through 
the Spirit, and belief of the 
Mt Holiness flows through re- 
it also loved ua, and gave Him- 
He might sanctify and cleanse 
imself foj us, that He might 
all iniquity, and purify unto 
Lr people, zealous of good worka* 
need by the Holy Spirit, whose 
i to make us holy. The instru- 
is the word ; aa Jesus prayed, 
hrough Thy truth, Thy word is 
uuer in which He effects it, is 
hat sin is, leading us to fear it, 
\ of it, setting the heart against 
ering us from its power, guilt, 
i, -By the fear of the Lord, 
evil" 

lanifested in a variety of ways, 
t gives us to perceive its ta»&vs , 
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What deep and heart-ten ic^ 

exercise ! Can we look back, and not 
that we have been so unholy P Can 
within, and not be sorry that we are n 
holy ? Can we look around, and not gi 
there are so few evidences of holine 
present circumstances? Surely, if we ? 
aright, if we felt aright, we should si/ 
unto God, that He would forgive ou 
holiness, and beseech Him to sanctify 
and preserve us, body, soul, and spirit, 
unto the day of Christ. We should s 
admonition of Paul : " Having then 
beloved, these promises, let us clear 
- «*u filthiness of the flesh and sj 
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out of darkness into His marvellous light." And 
then would be brought to pass in us the saying 
of the prophet, " Their seed shall be known 
among the Gentiles, and their offspring among 
the people ; all that see them shall acknowledge 
them, that they are the seed which the Lord 
hath blessed." O Spirit of holiness, come down 
and by the finger of Thy power, write, " Holi- 
ness unto the Lord," upon our hearts ; and en- 
able us, as the effect, to write upon all we have 
and are, by all we purpose, plan, and do, — 
" Holiness unto the Lord, " in large and 
pleasing characters, such as all may understand, 
and all the spiritual approve ! 

"On Thee, O God of purity, 
I wait for hallowing grace ; 
None, without holiness, shall see 
The glories of Thy face. 

u Lead me in all Thy righteous ways, 
Nor suffer me to slide, 
Hake plain Thy path before my face ; 
My God, be Thou my Guide." 



" Return, thou backsliding Israel, i 
and I will not cause mine anger ' 
you : for I am merciful, saith the 2 
will not keep anger for ever." 

The historical portions of God's ' 
mirror ; in which we may see, on 1 
what is in our hearts, and what i 
lives under particular circumstances; j 
other, what is in the heart of God, i 
perfections are displayed in dealing 1 
pie. What we read of Israel, is true of 
as in water face answereth to face, so c 
heart of man to man : and what we read 
is still true of Him. He says, " I am li. 

T nlmnrrn r\M tYinfafny-a tta anno r\f 



MERCY INVITING THUi uaojs 



" Return, thou backsliding Israel, saitl 
and I will not oause mine anger 
you : for I am merciful, saith the 
will not keep anger for ever.**— Jb 

The historical portions of God's 
mirror ; in which we may see, on th 
what is in our hearts, and what won 
lives under particular circumstances 
other, what is in the heart of God, f 
perfections are displayed in dealing ' 
pie. What we read of Israel, is tn 
as in water face answereth to face 
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He pities them, and sends this loving message 
to them. We will notice, 

first, the invitation. " Return, thou back- 
sliding Israel, aaith the Lord." The figure is 
taken from the heifer at plough, which slides 
back when it ought to go forward and cut the 
furrow. Israel went backward, and not forward ; 
and now they are gone far from the Lord, He 
sends Lis invitation to them to return. He had 
been exceeding kind to them, from Egypt until 
now. He expected better things from them. He 
says, " I planted thee a noble vine, wholly a 
right seed." He complains, " I looked that it 
should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth 
wild grapes." He expected obedience, but be- 
hold, rfibeWoa ; he looked for praise, and behold, 
backsliding. Their conduct was base. But has 
ours been better P His kindness haa been shown 

xpects 

us to glorify Him io our bodies and spirits which 
are His. Uut have we ? do we ? How justly 
might He cut us off! hut instead thereof, He 
invites us to return. He calls us back to His 
ordinances, not to rest in them, but to ascend to 
Himself. He is on his throne of grace, and his 
ordinances are intended to be as so many sicps, 
by which we may ascend to that throne. Stoj 




invitation is irom nis own iov 
spontaneously from thence ; th 
had grieved by our sins ; whi 
to punish our follies ; but whi 
with, an infinite, unutterable lc 
Secondly, here is an inducer) 
promise, a glorious promise, 
mine anger to fall upon you 
anger had been roused against 
served that it should be pour< 
was suspended over us, like tl 
the day of tempest, but return 
prevent the execution of the tl 
loth to punish. " His anger e 
mcnt." When most deeply gi 
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Epbraim : for I am God, and not man ; the Holy 
One in the midst of thee ; and I will not enter 
into the city." the power, the patience, the 
g of divine love ! 
Thirdly, here is the source of all, here is the 
FJ*sEgncd for this loving invitation. "I 
ercii'ul, *mth the Lor J;" Full of mercy, 
ocean is not so full of water, the sun is not 
of light, as God is full of mercy* No one 
nceive the greatness of God's mercy. We 
must gTaap infinity, and measure eternity , before 
we can calculate the extent of Divine mercy, 
tender mercy, the mercy of a lather, who 
of pity. It is free mercy, mercy flowing 
from God r s benevolent nature; 
oansed, nor called forth by anything in 
For as light flows freely from the sun, and 
rolls in freely from the ocean, so does 
flow freely from our gracious and cove- 
God* It is constant mercy, for <f the mercy 
of t lie Lord is from everlasting to everlasting." 
We stand in its cent rc, and it surrounds us like 
an immeasurable circle. We stand on it, as on 
a rock in the midst of the ocean, whose waters 
spread out in every direction, far beyond sight, 
or even thought. "His mercies are new every 
morning, and great is His faithfully*. "Wa 



cioua. ha; 

has said, "I will be merciful to tneir uu.. 
eousness, and their sins and their iniquities 
I remember no more." He will restore, 
will restore our souls which had wandered 
His pasture, and His fold. He will restore i 
us the joys of His salvation, which we had 
feited and lost. O the amazing, the unparaU 
grace of God ! 

See then, how basely man acts. How b 
we have acted. He brought us into His ' 
set a mark before us, and a crown beyoj 
and bid us patiently run the race set befo 
looking unto Jesus, as our great example, 
we lost sight of the mark, we forgot the < 
i- <*.ir pve off the Saviour, and w 



THE BACKSLIDE IL 1 

O no : see how wondrow 
He calls to us, h Return unto me 
a servants, aod says, "Go, and pi 
words, and say, * Return unto U 
-ciful, smth tin.: Lord : only jit-kno 
Equities,* " What woGdrous lov 
3 mercy ! what tender compasaio 
jthing will melt the heart, fill t 
irs^ ^Tid 1 1 1 'C moulili wit Is C'Cffliffi'&SK 
low powerfully He prompts us . 
if He had said, " Fear not, thoug 
lilty ; doubt not, though you are t 
not that I will refuse you, or thi 
ite my threatenings upon you. 
give you my word, before you tui 
oward me, or take one step in tt 
lat I will not cause mine anger 1 
.. Nay, I will receive you graciousl; 
ou freely, I will pardon you heartil; 
you to peace and joy." Who is 

Thee, that pardoneth iniquity, an 
he transgression of the remnant < 
? He retaineth not His anger f< 
e He delighteth in mercy/' Ho 
>s, how wondrously He condescend 
and wickedly wandered. Our coi 

1 Him at His heart, and yet H 



JLiet US »»J, n»u . 

and return to my first Husband, for 
better with me than now." Or, " 
let us return unto the Lord ; for He 
and He will heal us ; He hath smitt 
will bind us up." Then will the pai 
prodigal, become a great faot in o 
and there will be joy in heaven, in 1 
of the angels of God, when we are 
repentance. "Return unto me, an 
turn unto you, saith the Lord." " B 
we come unto Thee, for Thou art t 
God." 

" Th jugh I have grieved Thy Spir 
^-1" anH oomfort still afford: 



THE BELIEVER'S DIGNITY. 



d, what manner of love the iFather hath 
bestowed uijoii m, that we should bo called 
was of God ; therefore the world knoweth 
us not, beetiuse it knew Him not." 

1 John iii l. 



The apostle, being about to exhort the Lord's 
uple to love one another, lays the foundation of 
[ exhortation on the great and glorious privi- 
wbich the j enjoyed, lie had spoken of 
eir Advocate with the Father, of the unction 
tbej had received from the Holy One, of their 
l to Jesus, and now he refers to their high 
L holy relationship to God. He speaks iu the 
uage of holy wonder and admiring gratitude. 
! would have them fix their eye upon it, and 
fill Ibeir "blinds with the fact that they were the 
children of God, Mark, 

First, the dignity conferred upon them. They 
■were called the sons of God; and called sous, 
Wuse they were so. This dignity w» con- 




T 
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f erred od them ad sinners, worth] ess sinners, who 
had no excellence in them, no good flowing from 
them ; as despised sinners, generally treated 
with contempt and disdain, It was wholly of 
grace, of free grace. Not caused by anything in 
them, or occasioned by anything expected from 
them : but of graoe and grace alone. It was for 
the Lord's glory, the glory of his great name, 
the glory of his infinite grace. It was that they 
might have a Tatter, a Father in whom they 
could oonOde, whom they could love, whom to 
obey would be a pleasure. Adam hy sin for* 
ft; i red his life, and his whole family became or- 
jiliims. God, of his free love, adopts us into his 
family, reveals Himself as our Father, and con- 
stitutcs us bis sons. As God is their Father, 
Jesus becomes their Brother, their elder Brother. 
The Brother bom for their adversity. The Bro- 
ther with whom they can hold fellowship, and 
"-ho will raise the whole family from death, de- 
gradation, and misery. Heaven becomes their 
home. That heaven where God resides in glory, 
unveils his face, and pours floods of happiness 
upon all the blessed inhabitants. Owhat dignity, 
!i> he the sons, not the slaves, not the servants, 
not merely the subjects, hut the sons of God. 
Secondly, the source from whence this dignity 



km. Tip father's lore. This love 
erased or called forth by anything in 
t, but flowing freely, spontaneously, 
leart of God* He loves sinners, the 
rt, and loves them just because He 
re them. This lore is fruitful. Like 
sekiel saw flowing from under the 

the sanctuary, wherever it cornea, 
beauty, and glory. All our present 
iritual blessings, and eternal pros* 
rom this free and sovereign love of 
a it is shed abroad in the heart, it is 
b, and all the graces of the Holy Spi- 

Like the tree of life in the New 
t stands on both sides of the river, 
iety of fruits, producing new fruits 

and its leaves are for the healing of 

This love is eternal. In looking 
n find no beginning; in looking for- 
n find no end. It is like the Divine 
om everlasting to everlasting." It 
1 God manifesting himself as a loving 
F mere love conferring the greatest, 
ssings upon poor sinners in time and 
ie began to bless, because He would; 
j to bless, because he delights in do- 
so he will go on blessing, for ever 



Thirdly, the condition of God's fa 
The world knoweth us not. The 
know their persons, residences, and s- 
peculiarities ; but they do not know 
privileged, dignified, and distinguish) 
people have no idea that they are G 
sons, His beloved children, the bride 
begotten Son. They do not know th 
they do not know God. They know 
ture, which is love ; -nor his mctho 
w hich is just contrary to what the fl 
nal reason would suppose. If He 
does not choose the rich, the noble, 
the prudent, or the great, but He 
foolish things of the world, the weal 




i the j rcsemhle. He was poor, so are the 
of tbem, He was despised, so are they. 

r as rejected of men, and so are they. They 
not believe, that a lad living iu n carpeti- 
cottage at Nazareth, working at the ear- 

:r*s trade, and calling the carpenter's wife 



that these poor, illiterate, desmsed. urayinu 
e 5 are the sons of God, "The world 
eth us not/' 



urthly, fA* apostle call* us to "behold." To 
d the stupendous fact, that such sinners as 
•e, should be called the sons of God. To fix 
ye on it, to fill the thoughts with it, until 
ander, admire, and praise God for his mercy. 
;hold also the manner in which God loves, 
ove is so great, great as infinity, vast as 
ity. So peculiar, loving the unlovely; lov- 
hem when He knew the worst of them; 
g them when his foes, and adopting them to 
is sons. So unparalleled, no love like God's 
No love so pure, so perfect, so productive, 
be led into his heights, depths, lengths, and 
Iths ! O to know this love more fully, which 
th knowledge! 




Jvellcth with inm aa » 

Igcs of the sons of God are wholly unmenteu. 
lliey are not conferred on them for good done 
ly them, or excellencies found in them, or works 
Ixpectcd from them ; but are the free gifts of 
Ihe purest grace. Third, their dignity is un- 
known at present, even as Christ's was. But 
(though now unknown, they will be manifested 
Iby-and-bye ; for when Jesus comes, He says, 
I " Then shall the righteous shine 'forth like the 
sun in the kingdom of their lather." Now like 
' the sun they may be obscured by the clouds of 
poverty, persecution, or distress ; but then they 
will burst forth, and shine in all the beauties of 
holiness, in the splendour and glory of the sons 
of God. Tsow they are the Lord's hidden ones, 
but then they will be brought forth to the light, 
behold His righteousness; and to shine to 
*• tt:« nrmoe for ever and 
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l*s honour, and with grateful 
j souk, " Behold, what man- 
J Father hath bestowed upon us, 
d be called the sons of God " 

are not sons of God! What a 
sit ion. If we arc not sons of God, 
ers to God ; worse, we are enemies 
icked works. We are under His 
2 exposed to His wrath. But we 
led to the promises of His grace, 
hope to share in his glorj. Our 
Lion is dangerous, for we are under 
; ow future prospects are drcad- 
icntence of condemnation must be 
ept we repent. Let us therefore 
our lUte/and if there is a doubt 
at once to Jesus, cast ourselves at 
ieal to His mercy, and persevere 
da the Spirit of adoption into our 



PRESENT PRIVILEGES AM 
PROSPECTS. 

"Beloved, now are we the sons of Gi 
not yet appear what we shall be 
that, when He shall appear, wt 
Him; for we shall see Him as I 
1 

To be the object of another's 1 
the greatest privileges we can enj< 
if he who loves us is great, goo< 
Now it is the privilege of every 
beloved of God. Father, Son, an 
him ; did love him from all etern 
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not only beloved of God, ho is beloved of all that 
are godlike. The apostle calls all the saints be- 
loved. He loves them all., and he exhorts each 
to love the whole, and the whole to love each 
other. If I am a saint, every saint that knows 
me will love me ; and love me just in proportion 
as he drinks into the mind of God, and I re- 
semble Jeans. The believer may say, "Every 
saint in heaven loves me, and will one day show 
that love to me; every saint on earth has in his 
heart the principle of love to me, which only 
needs to be called out by circumstances, or his 
knowledge of me/' 

** We are the sons of God." Adopted into 
Hia family, regenerated by his Spirit, acknow- 
ledged at his throne. Adoption is an act of 
grace without us ; regeneration is a work of 
grace within us. Adoption nas purposed in 
eternity, but discovered in time, and will be fully 
manifested when time shall be no more, llegcno- 
ration is the work of the Holy Spirit, quickening 
us from a death in sin, and conveying a divine 
nature to our souls. So that being adopted into 
God's family, we receive the nature and spirit of 
children, whereby we learn to know, love, con- 
fide in, and obey our Father. Acknowledgment, 
is at the throne of grace, where our God rccek^ 



up; this desire 

is accepted and approved uj 
word and Spirit, be assures i 
our filial relationship to Him 
lege, to be the child, the son 
abled to call God my Father, 
ledged by Him at his throne 
" Now are we the sons 0/ 
while we are so poor, so sir 
persecuted, so tempted. A 
lusteth against the Spirit, a 
the flesh, so that we cann 
we would. Now, while - 
members, warring against 
and at times bringing us 



certainly for glory in the presence of thy Father 
and thy God. Every believer, whatever may be 
the state of his mind, or his outward circum- 
stances, is now a sou of God ; for we " are all 
the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus," 
Gal. iii. 26. Such are our present privileges ; 
but tbe apostle seta before us, also, 

Our future prospects. These arc partly known 
and partly unknown. " We know not what we 
shall be.** We know not the greatness of the 
glory that shall be put upon us, we only know 
that the righteous shall ahine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. We are now like 
the sun behiud the cloud, obscured or concealed; 
but the cloud will be dispersed, and we shall 
ahine forth in power, beauty, and splendour, of 
*rkich at present we have no conception. There 
is & far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory, in reserve for us. We know not the glo- 
rious use that will be made of ua, we only know 
that Jesus will come to be glorified in his saints, 
£*nd to be admired iu all them that believe; that 
nee ab all serve God day and night in his heavenly 
temple ; but &s to the exact nature of our em- 
ployments, or the glory that God will get by us 
*n me iuturc stale, we know not at present. We 
know not the profound joys that will be imparted 



serve will oe bu &pu» — , 
realize will be so profound, that " 
what we shall be." 

But we know, that Jesus will eqq 
appear for us, and appear to us ; a 
will come and receive us unto ] 
shall then see Him in all His 
Father's glory, with all the hoi; 
Him : not only so, but " when Ch 
life shall appear, then shall we ah 
Him in glory" Seeing Him as 
be made like Him. Spiritual yi& 
always transforming. We shall 
the holiness of His nature, all f 
tion, all defilement, will be sept 
vfim in the happ 



leu 

pure, peaceful, and perfect- Aa the 
torn b, the bride will be; all glorious 
and magnificent without. Now, the 
it, ia begotten in our hearts by the 
irit ; the promise of it, is given to us in 

word ; and we possess the earnest of it 
*ris, by the indwelling of the Comforter ; 
in tho earnest of onr inheritance, until 

orions praise. Are such our privileges 
d are such our prospects in future ? tnen 

lopefully. as Paul lived; even "in hope 
1 life, which God that cannot lie, pro- 
sfore the world began." This hope will 
xom mnch gloom, from slavish fear, and 
3k despair; therefore let us live expect- 
bope that is laid up for us in heaven, 
we have heard in the word of the truth 
pspel. Let us walk wisely, worthily. 
toward them that are without, even 
ley hate, despise, and persecute us. 
iow us not. They cannot sympathize 
but they may be won by us. Worthily, 
ling the dignity put upon us, and the 
ticipated by us; even as the appstle 
" Walk worthy of God, who hath called 
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A PURIFYING HOPE. 



* And every man that hath this hope in him 
purtfielh himself, even m He is pure.* 

1 Johk iii 3. 



Hope is made up of desire and expectation. 
Fe may desire what we do not expect, but we 
per expect what we do not desire. I desire 
nething good: the gospel reveals it; God 
omues it ; I believe the promise ; therefore, I 
expect it. Thus, hope is the offspriug of faith, 
I cannot expect what I do not believe to exist, 
or what there is no- possibility of obtaining ; but 
if I he Si eve in the existence of a future good, 
and perceive that it is attainable, I take the waj 
pointed out, expecting to enjoj it. No faith, nc 
hope. Strong faith, vigorous hope ; for our hope 
is always as our faith is. This m the effect oi 
adoption- It is the expection of a child. We 
fterccive that God is our Father, that as such He 
loves ua, delights to bless us, and is willing tc 
* us; therefore, we 



His giw., , 

ness, and spirituality; a* 
Him in peace, activity, 
principle is lively, called 
apostle ; it is operative, 1 
be "saved by hope;" 
through our wilderness j 
until it is lost in the ft 
glory. 

A good hope purifieti 
purification which only 
effect ; and there is a 
clusively the work of 
the child of God is sa? 
knows he must be ho' 
TT ~ ^ravs to be mad 
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Jesus, to benefit His generation. Instead of 
making self his great object and end, he desires 
to love God supremely, and his neighbour as 
himself. He endeavours to purify himself from 
worldly lusts, as the lust of the flesh, the lust 
of the eye, and the pride of life ; and to crucify 
the flesh with its affections and lusts. From 
erroneous notions, he brings his creed to God's 
word to correct it, to perfect it, to give up 
whatever is contrary to the inspired volume, and 
to add to it whatever has been omitted, that is 
recorded there. From spiritual filthiness, the 
heart pours out floods of filthiness into the 
imagination, which the carnal man relishes and 
indulges, but the believer loathes it, hates him- 
self for it, and seeks to be freed from it. As 
one possessed of great and glorious privileges, 
of exceeding great and precious promises, he 
endeavours to carry out the apostle's admonition, 
"Having therefore, dearly beloved, these pro- 
mises, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness 
of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the 
fear of the Lord." From whatever is impure or 
unholy, for the prayer of the apostle for the 
Thessalonians carries his heart with it to heaven 
as he utters it " The very God of peace sanctify 
you wholly; ^ j pra y God your whole spirit, 



tion as ne is 

he labours to purify himself even 
pure. 

This hope purifies by raising the 

carnal to spiritual things, from ear 

venly joys. By fixing the eye on the 

less, and undented Jesus ; on a holy 

a holy God. By attaching the affecti 

which are above, where Christ si 

right hand of God ; by nature they 

from the divine, and attached to tl 

depraved ; but grace produces a se 

claims a divorce, and brings them 

proper and legitimate objects. J 

the conscience ; making and keej 

The conscience of the sinner slun 

soundly, so that it regards not the 

law. the calls of Christ's gospel, 
- * » - t> 
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i hope, and the blood of Jesus encourages 
all its actings, By crucifying the old man, 
mortifying the deeds of the body, instead of 
tilting its will, indulging its passions, or being 
>y its propensities. So that with the mind 
Lted from earth to heaven, the eje fiied on 
s, the affections set on tilings above, the 
eieuce kept wakeful and tender, the word 
blood of Jesus being in constant use, the 
oan being crucified, aud our meamers which 
iarthly being mortified ; the work of purifi- 
m goes on, our adoption is proved, the na- 
of our hope is manifested, and our title to 
Lasting life becomes indisputable. 
hs pattern after which the hopeful believer 
cs is Jesus, " even as He is pure." The man 
st Jesus is presented as our pattern which 
ire to copy, our example which we are to 
ate, our copy after which we are to write, 
the standard which we are to endeavour to 
h. No believer can look at the life of Jesus, 
lout approving that life in his judgment; 
can he be under the influence of grace 
lout admiring that life, and desiring to be 
formed to it. He would not ask, WUa.i <k»^ 
1 a one? or because another naa, ^\vj tbb^ 
I? But he asks himself, "W\\a.\, ^wwSA 
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obeying the truth through the Spiri 
unfeigned love of the brethren." Or w< 
language of James be more applicable 
" Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and pur 
kpfirU, ye double-minded P" A faith th 
not work by love, is spurious ; a hope tl 
not purify the heart, is carnal ; a rcligi 
does not make us holy, is a delusion. E 
or likeness to Jesus, is the end God has 
in all He has done, or is doiug for His 
and if we are not holy, we have not th 
of Christ, and are therefore none of his. 

" O when shall we, supremely blest^ 
Enter into our glorious rest ! 
Fartaka the triumphs of the sky, 
And Holy, holy, holy, cry ! 
" With all Thy heavenly hosts, with all 
Thy blessed saints, we then shall fall 
And sing in ecstasy unknown, 
And praise Thee on thy dazzling throt 
11 Honour, and majesty, and power, 
And thank?, and blessing evermore, 
Thou, Lord, art worthy to receive, 
Who dost through endless ages live. 
* For Thou hast bid the creatures be, 
They still subsist to pleasure Thee 
Prom Thee they came, to Thee they ^ 
Their gracious source, their r\otious 



THE BLESSED MAN. 



" Ho shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth Ilia fruit in hi* 
season; his leaf also shall not wither ■ and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper." 

P&AL. L 3. 

Tub Book of Psalms exhibits true Christian 
experience under ail its varieties: the experience 
of the Head, and the experience of the members. 
Here we may learn how Jesus felt, soliloquised, 
suffered, and rejoiced. The heart of the Sou of 
Man is laid open. The varied experience of the 
" Man of Sorrows " is made known. Here also 
we have the experience of the believer under the 
Law, and in the enjoyment of the Gospel ; under 
persecution, and in prosperity ; in possession of 
ordinances, and deprived of them ; in darkness, 
and in light ; in strong confidence, and in doubt 
and fear. We naturally turn to the Book of 
Psalms in dark aa& diearj ^Wause we al- 
ways find a companion, toasfc tafeV&Vs^ 



MAN, 



; so also in joy and gladness, for no 
ill express our gratitude and praise, 
ognage we find in this book, This 
ribes man under God's blessing, and 
im with man under God's curse. Oiy 
ralking consistently, and the sinner 
he devices and desires of his own 
I look, 

the character as described by the 

his affections, and the course of his 
t# exercise of the affection*. He is 
ves God's word, he delights in it. To 

prize, a privilege, a paradise. He 
» word, and therefore must possess it, 
if it is to be had. My own Bible. 
:rcy to hold God's word in one's hand, 
le to say this ! He loves it so as to 

He may read other books ; he must 
le may read portions of another work ; 
?ad the whole of this. It is to him 
ks, as Goliath's sword was to David 
pons of war, who said, "There is none 
ve me that." He so loves it as to 
ad meditate upon it. Study is the 

the intellect, by which &&&& to 
meaning of the various ^otfo, sub- 
paragraphs ; this is often. Y&fc ^ 
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and perhaps exclaims, lt Gather not i 
illi sinners j" and acts upon the &i\ 
tnd, " Come out from among them, and 
arate-" He will not sit with them as a 

0. He is not, cannot be, at borne, in tl 
r. He is a stranger with them, and a 
r, as all bis fathers were. He will st 
be upright, walk with the spiritual, 

h the godly; but not with the profs. 
rnal, and the depraved. 
Midly, his situation. He is * like a ti 
d by the rivers of water." Planted, T 
act of another. True religion is the wc 

1. He separates from the wild olive, a 
into the good. He plucks us up out 

:'s soil, and plants us in the soil of gra 
t believers are called, "Trees of righteo 
the right-hand planting of the Lord, t! 
ay be glorified." When God plants, n< 
>ot up ; but when others plant, God \i 
s Jesus said, " Every plant that my heave 
r hath not planted shall be rooted up." '. 
anted, he becomes rooted. Some have 
n themselves, and in time of temptat 
all away. There may be coimesSfirti^ 
lion, we may be by the rivers, 
es planted there. Paul speaks tf. 



as rooted in Christ,— rooted and built 
Him,— as rooted and grounded in love 
could eay 3 "My root was spread out by t 
tors* and the dew lay all night upon my bv 
And when his friends persecuted and a 
him, lie intimates that though imperfect e 
fret i ve, they should have avoided such a i 
from the consideration that he was a god! 
Hence he says, " Ye should ask, Why pei 
we him F seeing the root of fh$ matter is 
in mt" What a mercy to have the root 
matter in us ! We may have most 
lirQutiea, numerous imperfections, i 
causes for humiliation ; but if we 
Jesus, if we can say, * The root of 1 
found in me/* all will he well at 
rooied, we hare this 
sources, "rivers of water." We have the 
of grace, these are blessed; but we ha 
Spirit of grace, this is far more blessed, 
means are like the flowery banks within 
the waters flow, by which the waters ari 
guided ; but the Spirit is the living wat 
flows through these. The banks, however 
lent the soil, or well constructed, will not 
life, or make fruitful-, tlie w&toc* Qxiy, 
this : so the means, however *OTgtoos&«a 



the root 
lost pain 

e are roi 

of the mt 
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tif ul, will not satisfy the longing soul, or replenish 
the sorrowful son! ; the Holy Spirit alone will 
do this. Blessed Spirit, so tree, so abundant, 
so suitable are His gracious communications, 
that they may well be represented by " rivers of 
water;" and as enjoyed in this world, "rivers 
of water in a dry place." 

Thirdly, the effects. Rich fruit, the fruits of 
the Spirit, "love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gen- 
tleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and temper- 
ance." Fruits in season ; the active graces in 
prosperity; the passive graces in adversity. Fruits 
suited to health and sickness, poverty and plenty, 
peace and persecution, life and death. An ever- 
green profession. "His leaf also shall not wither." 
He is ever beautiful, ornamental, and useful. How 
many professors have we seen wither! They were 
not planted by the waters. They were not secretly 
and regularly supplied with communications of 
peace by the Spirit. They looked beautiful for a 
time, but, alas ! they soon faded, withered, and 
died. General prosperity. " Whatever he doethj 
it shall prosper." Not every temporal thing, 
though this was very much the case, under the 
former dispensation, and is, up to a certain point, 
now. But in spirituals we maj caxrj 
words to their utmost latitude; ioT Yaa 



must aDiuo — 

backsliding. His words muss — n 
membered, believed/ pleaded. Then we- aj 
" expect whatsoever we ask." Or, wnataoft 
we do shall prosper. Do we pray F wefrasfl 
Do we. fight ? we prosper.' Do we aowP i 
prosper. We obtain blessings, oonqner our tm 
and at the great harvest we "shall doaWf 
come again witk rejoicings bringing oar she* 
with us." i *. 

See, beloved, who an God** favomritm. J|i 
as avoid sin, are distinct from sinners, sad 4 
mime much with Himself, through His ovs\l 
and most blessed word. 8ee lie sjfseft e/C 
blessing. When God blesses at we' tie | 
— ^ a erood soil, well watered, — we ar#f 
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them in health; how v. 
A gay ! See them in sick: 
itient, and ready to com] 
it let each of us look at 
ilves, and, O may we find 
the blessed of the Lord, w 
earth! 

Reader, what are you ? 
with Christ, rooted in him 
riving your supplies and st 
Are you a mere worldly 
Christ, a stranger to comn 
with Christ ? No quest io 
portant, for you arc eithc 
Lord, who made heaven a 
under His curse, and ex 
Trifle not witli a matter s< 
to examine into a subject 
for eternity, and eternity 
importance on everything 
if you should be found a; 
Jesus said, "Bind them 
them ! " Rather, may ] 
wheat into my barn ! " 



BEHOLD THE MAN! 
"Behold the Maal'Woa* & 

Tn ii i1iii|iiiiiimliniiii nf Piii'nnTrinHiif 
out and manifest the nature and diepof 
man. But no proridenoe erer did thfa 
coming of the Son of God into oar tor 
his whole life Hie was hannleaa, imflnit 
mercy, clothed with power, and went 
~"*a. Yet, because Hie ijmpati 
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Wadi, and now Pilate brings Him forth, 
"Behold the Man!" 

The object to which our attention is i 
h a man. But such a Man as was nev 
kfore. This Man waa Jehovah*a fe! 
equal. Hence the prophet, speaking as 
month, and referring to this very tlm 
"Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, 
the man that is my fellow* saith the ] 
Hosts." In Him dwelt all the fulness 
Godhead bodily. That body is the ahjc 
temple of Deity. His heart waa the tl 
Jehovah. It was God manifest in humi 
was naturally equal with God, but H< 
y became our substitute, that He 
Saviour. He became a man for i 
was made under the law for us. He 
the precepts of the law for us. He ] 
dreadful penalty of the law for us. All 
and all He suffered waa for us ; and 
tuhstitute. Having done aud suffered 
the law and justice of God required* II 
Saviour : able to save all that come unlo 
Him, and determined to save all who p 
trust in Him. He is presented to ua 
rejected, forsaken, and punished. "H_e 
seated to Cakphaa the high-priest, v> 



- to 6 uft^. l _^8i*atet 



BEHOLD THE MAK. * 189 

rince of darkness fled. Bat this was the 
of the powers of darkness. All the most 
d, powerful, and successful of the fallen 
i, were gathered together, for the last onset, 
tet them. He engaged with them. He 
ered them. He triumphed over them, 
id Jesus, I would give glory to Thy name 
aquering my infernal foes ! He answered 
the types of the law, whether offerer, offer- 
iest, altar, or temple ; to all the predictions 
prophets, who wrote of Messiah suffering 
ring for the sins of His people ; to all the 
ations of His saints, for the salvation of 
was now come out of Zion, and one Man 
tpeared to die for the people. He satisfied 
ally, and He should satisfy us. What a 
ous Man ! Many remarkable persons had 
•ed before, but none like Him. He stands 

and alone. A wonder in all worlds, an 
of admiration to saints and angels. 

are all called to behold Him. Pilate 
he says, " Behold the man !" His Father 
s ; he says, " Behold my servant whom I 
I, mine elect in whom my soul delighteth !" 
:lf calls us ; for he cries, "Behold me, be- 
ie." Sinner, behold Him, for he suffers 
ee. Seeker, behold Him, lie va ^\\\vv^\\<i\ 



tiently. Behold, am ^ _ 
bold, and trust in Him fa^flMa fr * '■jp.-i 
behold the mm! Bee Hk grifiUtriofcm jjJ 
nance, his attenuated frame, bis bna]bmf& 
his bleeding brow; he m enduring afl tH 
thee. Behold Him, nor doubt hk hnftjf 
question his veracity, nor fear thy foes, M»W 
thy heavenly Father's wrath. BehoH HI 
the proof of God's love to thee, m tas>Nf 
ation of all the promises made to tiaayi 
pledge of all the blessings set helm that 
hold, and sympathise with Urn, fpok!^ 
pierced One, and "mourn far ham," 1 
and give thyself afresh unto him; say at 
am the Lord's. 19 Behold; and erodr>« 
— 'Wa. Behold, udf 
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Bun, when Satan or the world allures thee 
i, or would draw thee from thy God. Bti- 
Bim, when death stares thee in the face, 
he grave is ready for thee. "Behold the 
" Behold, and love him more. Behold, 
imitate him more. Behold, and serve him 
, Behold, and have fellowship with him in 
offerings, that you may be made oonform- 
: ato his death. May the Man of Sorrows 
lily before my eye ; and may I only look 
him as suoh, to look forward for his com- 
a power and great glory. to see him 
nd in the clouds, and all the holy angels 
him, to be caught up to meet him in the 
ad so be for ever with him ! What a con- 
will there be, between His first and second 
ig; his cross and his throne ; his crown of 
s, and his crown of glory; as he appeared 
3 Pilate, before the Jewish rabble, and as 
iinded with all the armies of heaven, and 
is saints with him ! May I not only see 
but grace, and enjoy, the triumphs of that 



GOD'S DESIGN 



IN DISCOVERING SIN. 



' Why dost Thou show me iniquity t M 
Has. 



To manifest iniquity within us, is part of 
work of tbe Holy Spirit; while to discover : 
quity without us, is one of the ends of Div 
Providence, As believers in Jesus, we are | 
lemming out more of the pollution and dep 
of our nature ; and as inhabitants o£ the 1 
we are daily discovering more of tbe sin that I 
in the world, It* the Lord discovers iniq 
us as an act of grace, he leads us to s 
with himself respecting it ; and then we 1 
seek to free ourselves from it, and hear i 
tiuiony against it* Tbe design on the Lon 
part is always gracious, the effects on our part 
are various. The Lord's end is wort by of him- 
self, and the result in our experience will be 
useful Let us ask with the prophet, " WliT 
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First, to produce humility. We are prone to 
think more highly of ourselves than we ought 
to think, we lose sight of our origin, we forget 
our desert, and we swell with self-importance. 
Then the Lord allows the corruption of our na- 
ture to work, the evils of the heart to appear, 
and we have a fresh view of our fallen condition. 
We see that our nature is radically bad, that our 
heart is a nest of unclean birds, and that our 
motives and actions are impure. This brings us 
lown from our eminence, lays us in the dust, 
Ills us with confusion, and we exclaim, with 
ob, " Behold, I am vile ! " We are now con- 
acted into our own proper dimensions, we see 
at our place is the dust, and that God would 
infinitely»just in our eternal destruction. 
Secondly, to endear the Lord Jesus. The 
dour is never so precious, as when we have 
ivid sense of our own sinfulness, and a mani- 
ation of the sins from which He died to de- 
r us. He may have much lip-love, when we 
i wrong views of ourselves; but He will 
heart-love, when the Lord shows us our 
ities. Then we love Him, for his condescen- 
in noticing us, for his grace in assuming 
ature, and for his great mercy in putting 
f our iniquities by the sacrifice of himself." 

o 



glorious. If Jesus is to be endearec 
hearts, the Lord must show us iniquity 
Thirdly, to excite gratitude. A sen; 
desert, on the one hand; and of the 
Jesus, on the other; will fill our hea 
gratitude. When we look unto the rod 
we were hewn, and to the hole of the pi 
we were digged; when we look at i 
lives have been, and down into the h< 
our conduct deserved, and realize the { 
of the mercy shown, we become gratefi 
just in proportion as the Lord shows us 
and we realize salvation from the desei 
iniquity, will be the depth and power of 
titude. The Lord loves to see us gn 
hear our feeble praises, and to observe 
of gratitude starting in the eye, and 1 
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the just punishment of such iniquities ; a con- 
cern arises in our hearts for the perishing thou- 
sands that surround us. We do not half feel 
for their state, because we have not vivid views 
of iniquity ; nor have we half the concern we 
ought to have for their deliverance from a de- 
served hell. If we felt the concern we ought 
for them, how should we pray for them, watch 
for opportunities to speak to them, and use every 
means to snatch them as fire-brands from the 
flames P May the Lord awaken a deep and 
abiding concern for sinners in our hearts, even 
if it be necessary, in order thereto, to show us 
more of iniquity. 

Fifthly, to lead us to activity. We are not 
half alive in God's cause, nor half diligent 
enough in God's work. The truth of the gospel 
becomes common-place, and the condition of 
those around us ceases to impress us. We lose 
sight of the fact that sin is infinitely offensive 
to God, that those around us must be delivered 
from it, or perish for it. The thought of rela- 
tives and neighbours, and the mass of mankind 
going to an eternal hell, does not affect us ; there- 
fore we slumber and sleep, procrastinate and put 
off, and are anything but active in God's cause. 
May the Lord so show us iniquity, in its nature, 
and in its consequences on those around 
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our admiration of the conduct of the 1 
They who know most of am, and of t 
selves, most admire the wondrous lo> 
and if we are to be filled with ad a 
God's love, we most he shown our 
May the Lord so deal with us as to : 
profound humility, to endear to us 
Jesus, to excite in us ferveut git 
awaken in us a lively concern for ttu 
of all around us, to lead us actively 
in every attempt to pluck sinners as I) 
tks burning to justify him heartily 
jud'ir.ents, and to fill us with admira 
aoTsreign lore. 

Reader, you must see iniquity, so 
it, seek the pardon of it, flee from it, : 
God in punishing it ; or you will rema 
gcr to salvation, to the joys of real re„ 
to that holiness without which no m 
the Lord, Unless we see iniquity , K<. 
to be saved from it, and have our 
against it, we shall be eternally punis 
Hell is the effect of sin, the natural cc 
of iniquity ; it is the sinner reaping w 
sown, and receiving the due desert of 
May free grace save both writer 
from ever experiencing it. 
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delivered my soul from death." His body from 
natural death, his soul from spiritual and eternal 
death. We were once all dead in sin. We should 
all have been dead in sin at this moment, if God 
bad not of His rich grace " quickened us toge- 
ther with Christ." To be dead in sin is the very 
worst state we can be in, and the most danger- 
ous. While in it, we are satisfied with it, and 
never seek deliverance from it. The first feeling 
of danger, the first desire of deliverance, the 
first cry for mercy, is of the Lord. In religion, 
God always begins first. He quickens, or we 
should never feel. He works in us, or we should 
sever fear His wrath, nor seek for His mercy. 
" Thou hast delivered my soul from death." The 
mgent delivering is the Holy Spirit. He is the 
sole Author of all spiritual life. The season of 
deliverance is the time of our conversion to God ; 
when we turn from all our idols, to seek the liv- 
ing and true God. The evidences of our deliver- 
ance are, — prayer, which is the breath of the 
new-born soul, the putting forth of the life of 
God in the soul of man, — godly sorrow, or grief 
of heart for sin, that we have grieved God, and 
been the cause of the death of the Son of God, 
—faith, or simple trust ui the word and work of 
Jesus, for access to God, and acceptance with 
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God,— a desire to be kept from falling, frt 
fog into sin, from falling so as to dial 
God, and disgrace religion, Wherever 
evidences are fonnd, however weak or im\ 
they inay be, there is the life of God ; tl 
the work of the Holy Spirit; mid there 
warrant to say, u Thou lmst delivered n 
from death. 1 * 

Secondly, a pathetic appeal* " Wilt no 
deliver my feet from falling ? n Spiritual 
ings go in connexion. Like the Links in a 
the one draws the other after it. Ravin 
we feci we need more, we desire more, w 
more, and then we receive more. He that 
he has grace enough, has none. He thai 
his heart set upon obtaining spiritual blei 
haa at least one ; and that one the most 
t:int, for he has life— spiritual life ; as it : 
spiritual life that thirsts, pants, and pra 
spiritual blessings. But even where th 
spiritual life there is danger, as saith the a 
" Let him that thinketh he standeth, take 
least he fall." We may fall into sin, even 
we cannot fall into hell. We may bres 
bones, when we cannot break our neck. W 
make sad work for repentance, when we 
incur a sentence of final condemnation. \ 
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liable to fall by error, which is specious and 
powerful, — by Satan, who is crafty and malicious, 
by our weakness, which is great and often ap- 
pears increasing, — by sinful pleasures, in which 
the flesh takes delight, — by our unhallowed 
tempers, which need constant watchfulness and 
incessant prayer, — and by erroneous persons, 
who may, like Satan, lie in wait to deceive. We 
therefore need keeping, constant keeping, divine 
keeping; and this made David cry, "Keep me 
as the apple of the eye, hide me under the 
shadow of Thy wing." And, "Wilt not Thou 
deliver my feet from falling ?" Our path is often 
slippery, and we are apt to be incautious ; but 
it is our unspeakable mercy, that God has pro- 
mised to keep us. " He keepeth the feet of His 
saints." But He will have us feel our need of 
his keeping, make us willing to be kept by Him, 
and plead with Him to keep us. Hence the 
text, "Wilt not Thou keep my feet from fall- 
ing P" Thou hast given me life, hitherto pre- 
served that life, made great and precious promi- 
ses, wilt Thou not keep me? Thy mercy is 
tender ; thy precepts require of me ; I heartily 
desire to be kept ; thou knowest my foolishness, 
weakness, and inexperience ; will thou not keep 
my feet from falling ? — Blessed spirit of prayer 



this ! Sweet sense of weakness this I May we 
ever possess the one, and experience the other. 
Thirdly, a holy design. "That I may walk 

before the Lord, in the light of the living " I 
wish to make progress \ I would not lie down, 
sit, or stand still ; I wish to walk on. To make 
progress, in holiness, which is the mark at which 
I aim - in usefulness, which is the end for whieh 
I wish to live ; in happiness, which will adorn 
my profession, and bring honour to God. I would 
walk before the Lord, as a loving child before a 
loving father ; as under his eye, courting inspec- 
tion ; as within his hearing, wishing ail to be 
seen. I would be impressed with such a sense 
of Thy presence, as will produce caution, cir- 
cumspection, and daily watchfulness. " In the 
land of the living." Those who are alive unto 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord ; who live 
to God, and live for God. I would walk before 
them, so as to convince them of my sincerity ; 
with them, so as to improve, or improve by them. 
So as to do good or get good continually. "In 
the light." Not courting obscurity, or conceal- 
ment ; but acting so strictly in accordance with 
my profession, as neither to be afraid nor 
ashamed to be seen by any of thy saints. This 
posture is safe, a Father's watchful eye resting 
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us; it is vise, for it preserves from in 
rable evils ; and it is honourable, standing 
tolomon's servants, always in the presence 
e King. 

loved, are you quickened P Can you say, 
as dead, but God hath raised me from the 
; I was blind, but He has given me sight ; 
i an alien, but his grace has made me a 
P" Are you concerned to be divinely kept P 
ou fear danger, tremble at sin, aud daily 
ut, "Hold Thou me up, and I shall be 
" Is it your object to walk before God, 
•nr observer; with God, as your Father; 
ifter God, as your example P These are 
est proofs of Christianity, better far than 
lg oneself in a sound creed; trusting to 
professions; or relying on external eere- 
». A sound creed is exceedingly valuable, 
is adorned with a holy life; impressions 
lead us to hate sin, loathe self, prize the 
ur, and cleave to the Lord, are of the 
est importance; and the ceremonies that 
t himself has instituted, are of great use, 
y are not misplaced, or idolized. May we 
grace to use, but not abuse, God's truth, 
kTs ordinances ; that we may bring glory 
\ most holy and ever-blessed name. 
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" Not without blood." — Hjeb. iz. 7 

Blood ! There is something startlir 
sound of blood, and often more starUu 
sight of it. Yet every part of the 
sprinkled with blood; and from the sii 
to the death of Jesus, God required all 
The blood is the life. When God g 
being, he required that his life shou! 
in his service, to his praise. When 
to obey, his existence was forfeited 
--~d. The Son of God, : 
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fader the law, everything was sanctified with 
lood ; priests and people, tabernacle and furni- 
lre, the book of the covenant, and even the 
lercy-seat. Blood was constantly kept before 
le eyes of the people; and in reference to access 
> God, acceptance with God, or obtaining bles- 
ngs from God, the law said, "Not without 
lood." When the blood of Jesus was shed, no 
ore blood was required: God was satisfied, 
ut all our privileges, blessings, and enjoyments, 
>me to us through blood ; the precious blood of 
5sus. Are we redeemed P It is through the 
recious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without 
emish and without spot. Are we justified P 
; is by His blood. Have we peace P It is 
trough His blood. Let us look at a few parti- 
llars, and see the value and use of the blood. 
There is no atonement without blood, for "it 
the blood that maketh atonement for the soul." 
he blood of Jesus alone could atone for sin. 
bat met the Divine requirements, that hououred 
ie Divine government, that laid a foundation 
1 which God and man could meet and be friends. 
r e are reconciled to God by the death of His 
m. We have peace with God by "faith in His 
cod." The blood of Jesus made a full, perfect, 
id everlasting atonement for all sin; that 



there is no remission of sin. Justice 
satisfied before grace can be exercise 
sinners ; and thus God is just, while 
justifier of him that believeth in Jesus, 
the blood any one may obtain pardon, fc 
is easier, nothing is more pleasant to ( 
to oardon sinners for the sake of Jesi 
it U written, "If we confess our sii 
faithful and just to forgive us our sir 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness." . 
God pardons every sinner who applies f 
through the blood of Jesus, he will n 
in any other way ; for no blood, no pc 
pleading the blood, no enjoyment of p 
There is no reconciliation to God with 
Jesus has made peace through the bio 
cross; and it is at the cross, and at 



now ; and it is the manifestation of His pi 
compassion, arid lore, that breaks our hear 
produces evangelical repentance, fills us wi 
holj love, and so reconciles ua to God'a charact 
perfections, and government. 

There is no access to God without blood. T 
way to the mercy-Bent was sprinkled with blcx 
and the blood in the basin was carried in the lia 
of the priest when ho went into the holiest ; 
that the fell thing that the eye of God saw, * 
the blood, and on account of that, he accept 
both priest and people. It is through Jesus 
Jesus as the slain Lamb— that we, both Jews a 
Gentiles, have access by one Spirit unto t 
father. The new and living waj into the bolh 
is consecrated for un by the blood of our gr< 
High Priest, and we have now access with c< 
fidenec by the faith of Him, 

There is no subduing sin without blood. I 
pardoned sin is unconquered sin ; for we c 
never subdue sin, unless it is brought into conti 
with the blood of Christ. If the weeds of sin fci 
and die, it is because the blood of Jesus is 1; 
at the roots. The more we exercise faith in t 
blood of Jesus, the more power we ^aia.os«c < 
corruptions, and the more eaaftj 
our evil propensities. 



as our uou ao — . 
one with another, and the blood 01 «■ 
His Son cleanstth us from all «ta 
every sin ; every stain, every trace ol 
the blood of Christ purgeth our cohm 
dead works, to serve the living and tl 
Precious, precious blood of Jesus I 

There is no conquering Satan wit 
He cares not for our reasonings. I 
many of our feeble attempts to c 
But the blood of Jesus makes him 
flee before us. Hence it is written o 
and persecuted saints of old, tha 
old serpent the Devil deceived the 
"they overcame him by the blood 

' " - — of their testimony, 
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5>liip and fellowship of the Sovereign ; and siu-h 
arc we, until the blood is apprehended by us, and 
applied to us. If I would come to God, enjoy 
peace with God, realize acceptance before God, 
and hold close and intimate communion with 
God, it must be through the blood of His dear 
Son. I must therefore daily use the blood, 
washing my robes and making them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 

There is no peace in death without blood. 
Death dissipates a thousand fancies, destroys a 
thousand false refuges, and strips off a thousand 
false coverings. Many have found that what did 
for health and ease, will not do for sickness and 
death. Nothing but the blood of Christ, at the 
root of our profession, as the ground of our hope, 
as our plea at the throne of grace, will give us 
peace in the hour of death. But if we see the 
worth and excellency of the blood of Jesus, if we 
rely on it alone for our acceptance with God, if 
we oppose it to our sins, doubts, and fears, there 
will be peace ; solid, settled, substantial peace. 

There is no admission to heaven without blood. 
Our title-deeds must he signed with blood, or 
our claim to the heavenly mansions will not be 
admitted. We go to heaven because Jesus left 
it, came to earth, and died to entitle us to it ; 
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id it we attempt to go on any other grounds, 

e shall be rejected and eternally expelled. Ho 
jlood, no heaven* The priest dared not enter 
the holiest of all, which typified heaven, without 
blood ; nor shall we be £ 
threshold of thee 
of Jesus be on us. 

Finally, no boldness at the judgment, without 
blood. This alone will blot out our sins, justify 
our persons, meet all the demands made upon 
us, aud silence every accuser who rises up against 
us. But the blood of Jesus will do all this. For 
ten thousand worlds, I would not meet God in 
judgment, without the blood of Jesus. But if 
His blood satisfies justice, magnifies the law. 
harmonizes the Divine attributes, blots out allm; 
sins, justifies my person, cleanses my garment 
silences all my accusers, and brings the great? 
possible glory to God by my salvation, w 
should I fear the judgment P Shall I not bol 
face it, and with everlasting joy rejoice in 
acquittal at it ? Precious blood of Jesus! J 
seek grace to have more to do with The 
exercise more confidence in Thee, and to 
more of Thee than ever I have done ! 

There must be blood on the altar, wb 
place our sacrifices. There must be blood 
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mercy-seat, where we offer our prayers. There 
must be blood on the conscience, when it passes 
its verdict. For, except this be the case, our 
sacrifices will not be accepted, our prayers will 
not be heard, and our consciences will condemn 
as. In reference therefore to every duty I per- 
form, every privilege I enjoy, every prospect I 
anticipate, I will say, "Not without blood: 9 
In reference to every hope I cherish, every 
blessing 1 desire, every conquest I seek, I will 
say, "Not without blood." I will expect no 
peace of conscience, no joy in the Holy Ghost, 
no success in my work, no admission into heaven, 
without blood. But for all I ask of God, for all 
I anticipate in time, and all I hope for in eter- 
nity, I will plead the blood of Jesus, and the 
blood of Jesus alone. No blood, no pardon. No 
blood, no peace. No blood, no vigorous graces. 
No blood, no salvation. For all religion is delu- 
sion, all faith is presumptuous, all joys are 
deceptions, which do not spring from, or which 
are not sustained by, the blood of the Lamb, 
slain from the foundation of the world. 



THE SAVIOUE'S ESTIMATE OF HIS 

CHURCH. 




This book represents the lore of the Man, 
Christ Jesus, to his people, his admiration of 
them, and communion with them. Every spiri- 
tual person more or less understands it; but it 
requires deep spirituality, much intimacy with 
Jesus, and some knowledge of the manners and 
customs of tbc East, fully to enter into it. It 
is a most precious part of God's inspired word. 
In the Old Testament it is hkc Paradise among 
the gardens, or the tree of life among the trees 
of that garden. Hay the Holy Spirit lead us 
into it, and favour us with the rich enjoyment 
of 111 e fellowship represented by it. 

Tfte object of Christ's love, i$ His Church 
All that were given to Him by His Father. All 
that are redeemed by His most precious blood, 
AJ1 that are quickened and sanctified by His 
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f Spirit Such He calk ¥Mfy tow." He 
compares them to a comely and delicate woman, 
i His view, a he is incomparably beautiful ■ but 
■ own eyes she is black, unsightly as the 
i of Kedar. She sees so much of her own 
inward depravity, and fee la so much of the work- 
ing of the law in the members, that she often 
loathes herself, and lying low at His feet, ex- 
claims, " Behold, I am Tile/' In her conduct, 
she is represented as at times unstable and 
unkind ; refusing to rise from the pillow of ease 
to admit her Beloved, though He waa saturated 
with the dews, and called to ber, saying; *' Open 
to me, my love." She was drowsy and cold, so 
that He had to call to her, invite her, and exhort 
her to rise up and accompany Him to cujoy the 
pleasures He had provided for her. She was 
timid as the dove, without heart or courage ; 
which led Him to say, " My dove, that art in the 
clefts of the rock, in the secret places of the 
stairs, let me hear thy voice, let me ace thy 
countenance; for sweet ia thy voice, and thy 
countenance is comely/* She was too pleased, 
intimate, and affected with the company of 
others ; in consequence of which, he caita \o 
her, saving-, "Thou that dwellest in tVe 
deas, the companions hearken unto ft* 



cause me to hear it, 11 How exactly tike us, so 
unstable, so unkind to Jesus, so dull and drowsy , 
so timid and fearful, so much taken up with the 
things of time. Yet her love to Him was sincere, 
hearty, and constant ; so is ours. We do love 
Him, though not so arrieatly as we wish* We 
are sincere, and we can often say* " Thou knowest 
all things; Thou knowest that I love Thee." 
Bveo at the lowest, we can say, "Thou I 
that j 
hearts; 

desire union with any one, it is with Him. If 
we enjoy the company of any one, it is His com- 
pany. We have loved Him ever since He was 
made known to us by His Holy Spirit, and we lore 
Him still. There have been interruptions in the 
exercise of our love, but it is still embedded in 
our hearts. We can find no substitute for Jesus, 
nor do we desire to find any. He is all our salva- 
tion, and all our desire. If we could love Him 
as we wish, our souls would be all on flame, and 
always on flame, with love to Him. 

The estimate Jesus has of His Church is, that 
she is all fair, and without spot. " Thou art all 
fair, my love." He views her now as she will 
be by-and-bye; calling things that are not, as 
though they were. She will be all fair and fault- 
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loss ; as it is writ ten, ** Christ, also loved the 
church, and gave Himself for it, that He might 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of wat er 
by the word, and present it to Himself a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any sucli 
thing." He looked upon her with a lover's eves, 
which overlooked all her defects, and fixed only 
on ber excellencies. He admired the work of 
His own Spirit in her. That work is a holy 
work S a beautiful work ; a work of the highest 
excellence. It produces love, joy, peace, long* 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, and faith ; all of 
which, arc lovely in the eyes of Jesus. H There 
is fto spot in thee/* His perfect righteousness 
covers her, and hides every spot, Looking upon 
herself, she exclaims, " We are all as an unclean 
tiling, and all our righteousnesses are rts filthy 
rags." Very unfit to be the bride of Him who 
is the orightness of the Father's glory, and the 
express image of His person. But, looking upon 
herself in Jesus, she says, " I will greatly rejoice 
in the Lord ; my soul shall be joyful in my God ; 
for He hath clothed me with the garments of 
salvation ; He hath covered me with the robe of 
righteousness ; as a bridegroom decked \\\m«2& 
with ornaments, and as a bride adorn^WvVct^^ 
with her jewels." Precious Saviour \ 
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js people even above angek He saw 
. fall, and He took not bold of their 
redeem them ; but when His people 
isomed their nature, took their place, 
teir Substitute, died in their stead, 

heaven to plead their cause, and will 
s again to receive them to Himself, 

He exclaim, "Ye have not chosen 
: have chosen you/' "I have loved 

an everlasting love, therefore with 
kess have X drawn thee," O wond- 

O more wondrous lover ! 
, Christ's views of thee are not like 

He speaks of you in very different 
rom what jou would speak of yourself, 
jou are "all fair; there is no spot in 
i what He calls you, He will make 
calls things that are not, as though 

to express m-tainly of their being 
* Ho is determined and engaged to 

so. We shall soon be all that Christ 
2. All His purposes towards us are 

His thoughts of us are thoughts of 
Christ thiuk thus of us, never raind 
t think; His thoughts are Tt£ta,ttau* 
i wise, theira foolish \ Ylvs* ^» 
>irs disappointed. Ck\s\. q!L\«ol ws^- 
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5 Lord is good unto them that wait for Him ; 
«> the soul that fleeketh Him,"-LAM, ul 

th testimony of a well-tried man is always 
ible, as a tried testimony ; and if ever man 
deeply and peculiarly tried, it was Jeremiah* 
strong affections procured kira strong rtfflic- 
t ; and his circumstances were such as few 
ever been placed in. War, bloodshed, 
Lvity, destruction, and desolation, riding in 
uph all around him ; hated, misrepresented, 
isoned, tempted, and filled with pain and 
dw himself ; while God seemed to leave him 
ie hands of men, and hide Himself from him. 
as in such trials that he learned the value of 
truth ; and in them, and after them, that he 
this testimony to the goodness of his God : 
ie Lord is good unto them that wait for 
i ; unto the soul that seeketh Him." 

6 whom ? " To the soul that stt\t\\ Hlm^ 
Scriptures are full of euooxxi^ge^^ ^ 
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have to wait more or less. He need not hurry, 
who inhabits eternity ; nor wil! He he hurried 
by His creatures ; no, not by Hi a own people. 
His purposes are formed, His plans are drawn, 
His times are fixed, and He docth according to 
His will His people have to wait for Him to 
work for them; they need that wrought in them, 
and done for them, which none hut God can do ; 
they apply to Him, plead with Him, expect from 
Him, but have to wait for Him. They have to 
wait foT Him to confer needed blessings upon 
(hem. He keeps His blessings in His own pos- 
session. He dispenses them with His own hand. 
He teaches His people their need of them, pro- 
duces a desire for them, leads them to Hia throne 
to ask for them, and enhances their value by 
keeping them waiting for them. They have to 
wait for Him to reveal Himself to them ; the 
ilost High, like the sua, can only be seen in His 
own light ; His people want to enjoy His mani- 
festations, and to rejoice in His presence as a 
sin-pardoning God and gracious Father; for this 
they long, sigh, groan, and pray ; the privilege 
is certain, but they must wait the Lord's time 
for the enjoyment of it. They have to wait fat 
Him to confirm His word to them-, tiie^ t£'.A\^ 
believe it, plead for it, hope for. Ws »^ 
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experience of every «emg 

Dei friend, » it «>.«^ 
them that vmt, for Hm, 
seeketh Him? Then lett* 
be satisfied inthont ^ 
taste of His love, and the* 
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every needed blessing np« 
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,„d looking ont to see B 



us as poor, dependent, 
'ence la required of ua as 
upon His bounty, suppliants at His 
. expectants of His blessing. Let us 
testimony confidently : it is true ; it 
ell tried ; it lias stood the test, Yes, 
g good, ready to forgive, plenteous 
into all them that call upon Itkn." 
m good to us, he is good to ua now, 
11 be good to us in all the future, 
nodnesa should inspire us with confix 
on rage, and fortify us against all our 
rs mid Satan's tcmpUtious. for 
y, in reference to every trial, trouble, 
* I will trust and not be afraid, for 
shovah is my strength and my song, 
become my salvation !" And to add 
fort of others, " The Lord is good, a 
in the day of trouble, and He knoweth* 
>ut their trust iu Him." " The good- 
[ endureth continually." 

$ry trouble sharp and strong, 
soul to Jesus flies ; 
ichor hold is firm in Him, 
en swelling billows rise." 



HE-CONVERSION, 

M When thou art converted, strengthen 
re*.*— Luke xxii. 32, 

This interest Jesus takes in liis people Is 
intense. Here it is manifest that his eye, his 
heart, and his voice, were engaged for Peter, 
though He knew how basely Peter would deny 
Him. Satan was plotting against the Apostles, 
he desired to have them to sift them as wheat, 
but the eye of Jesus watched him, read the very 
thoughts of his heart, and determined to frustrate 
m him. His eye affected his heart, and He deeply 
sympathised with his disciples, especially with 
Peter, whose weakness and folly He knew. His 
voice was heard before the Father's throne, that 
Peter's faith might not fail. What a mercy for 
us that the eye of Jesus watches all our enemies; 
his ear listens to all their purposes, plans, and 
designs ; his heart beats with unutterable love 
and tender compassion for us, and He intercedes 
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is before his Father and our Father, his 
and our God. He knew Peter would be 
rered, and therefore He directs him what to 
fter he was restored. He was to turn his 
ieful fall to account, and to sympathise more 
ly with his brethren, watch over them more 
srly, and tend them more wisely. "When 
art converted, strengthen thy brethren." 
i see, — 

ret, what we need; to be re converted. We 
>nly be regenerated once ; we may be con- 
d often. The life communicated at the new 

is immortal and divine ; it never dies ; 
ersion is the effect of lhat life, and the evi* 
3 of its power. Conversion is a turning to 

We hear his voice, we feel his power, 
we turn from self to Jesus, from law to 
?1, from sin to holiness, from the world to 
hurch; but we often backslide, wander, anfl 

cold; then we need afresh the putting 

of the Divine power within us, to renew 
the spirit of our minds, and bring us back 
xL Surely the church needs to be re-con- 
d now. May the Lord confer this blessing 

us. A re-conversion will produce deeper 
ctions. Deeper convictions of the sinfulness 
r natures, the inconsistency of our lives, 



deeper cot*._ 

soul which came immeai**w, 
must live while God lives, and eithe 
endless torment, or unspeakable joy, 
convictions of the value of the cross 
That cross on which our sins were a 
where our peace was made, and 'by i 
old man is crucified. Precious cross, 
precious Saviour ! But for the cross tf 
be no light in our dwelling, no pe 
consciences, no joy in our spirits, no 
hearts, no hope in our souls ! Nc 
the cross of Jesus like the re-con 
A re-conversion will produce sweetei 
We shall have sweeter enjoyment ' 
ncace which passeth all u 
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full of zeal for liia glory, and anxious to extend 
his cause. A reconverted soul is always a 
zealous soul. We shall bo ready to do anything 
which God requires, or to go anywhere if God 
bids. Then we shall bo ready to say, " Speak, 
Lord, for thy servant heareth.' 1 " Command, 
Lord^ thy servant will obey," A re-conver- 
sion will produce greater power in prayer. 
There will no longer be dull, lifeless, dronish 
but, with spirit, energy, aud deter- 
i shall go to God for blessings, like 
I man for the three loaves, taking no denial; 

I plead the promises, like the poor widow 
the unjust judge, with the mind made up 
to prevail. Oh, for powerful prayer hi God's 
church 1 There will be greater pleasure in 
praise. We shall bless the Lord with all the 
heart, praise Him according to his excellent 
greatness, according to his unparalleled good- 
aeesw Praise will rise up naturally from the 
gratitude of the heart, flow forth in songs before 
the throne of God; and this shall please the 
Lord better than a bullock that hath horns and 
hoofo. There will be greater enjoyment of the 
VTord. We shall read it with new eyes, hear it 
with new ears, and feed upon it with new appe- 
tites. Its promises will sparkle beiois XJaa 




We snaii uu iuUo .. 
the place of Christ; nor degi 
ling them under our feet. Bi 
value, feel their importance, 
design. The prayer-meeting, 
the Lord's sapper, will be 
no trifle will be allowed to ' 
Lord, re-convert thy peopl 
soul ! Being re-converted, 
Secondly, what we should 
brethren. We have brethi 
faith. Most families have 
lings in them, the Lord 1 
These weaklings are apt to 
cially by those who are - 
cold, and worldly. Oh, h 
our churches neglect that 
f n haa,. tn e j 
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not grasp the promises with a firm hand They 
do not rest steadily on Jesus. They are not 
looking at things unseen, and for the coming of 
our beloved Lord; and, therefore} they have 
more fear than hope. These are weak, and need 
strengthening. Some faint in the way. The 
road is so rough. Their cross is so heavy. Their 
strength is so small. Their unbelief is so active. 
Satan is so busy. Professors are so indiscreet 
in dealing with them, thajt they become weary 
and faint in their minds. They need cordials, 
and need them administered often. Oh, how 
many in the present day droop under their du- 
ties, and decline, being sick ! These need to 
be led to the great Physician. To be watched 
over, cared for, and strengthened: But one 
evidence that we need to be re-converted is, 
"All seek their own, not the things that are 
Jesus Christ's." Whereas the command is, 
" Let no man seek his own, but every man 
another's welfare." Oh, for grace to look out 
for the weak, from love to Jesus; and to be 
daily endeavouring to strengthen them, for 
Jesus' sake ! 

We should strengthen them by testimony. 
Bearing our personal, experimental, heart-felt 
testimony to the greatness, freeness, and power 



"a faithful wiuhkh, — 
which defies the tempest anc 
minding them of that prec 
" Though we believe not, yet 
ful, He cannot deny himself. 91 
divine power, which, ,like the 
gathers the lambs to lay then 
is stretched out to repulse t 
foe; or like a powerful garris 
the city from the invading e 
power by which we are pres 
unto complete salvation. 7 
Jesus. Of the manner ir 
sinners, communicates bk 
stores them as wandezjnf 
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prayer for them. To prayer we should add 
example j a holy, loving, Iamb- like example. 
Preaching Christ to them by what we do, as 
'what we say. 

s may read these lines who have never 
been converted at all. My friend, your case is 
sad, for Jesus says, "Except ye be converted, 
ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven P J> Peter speaks to such as yon when he 
gays, fl Hepent and be converted, that your sins 
may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing 
shall come from the presence of the Lord " May 
God give you the grace to turn to Him without 
delay ! Some may read them who were converted 
once, and were lively, happy, and active in God's 
ways ; but now they arc cold, worldly, and un- 
spirituaL Does such an one's eye now rest upon 
this page ? My dear friend, let mc beseech you 
to bear God speak. He places Himself before 
you. He seems to put Himself at your bar. He 
says in the most pathetic language, "Oh, my 
people, what have I done to thee ? wherein have 
I wearied thee? xestifi against me!" What 
has He done that will justify your conduct P 
What charge can you bring against Him ? Hear 
Him again: "Have I been a wilderness unto 
Israel, a land of drought? why do my ^o^jta 
say, we wiJJ come no more \mto Tus^T "^Vj 



Jesus has manifested 
and exercise your thoughts i 
of the mercy manifested ; the 
that your obligations are gre 
feel it to be your imperative 
commanded Peter, " Strength 
Beloved, the great thing we 
power of the Holy Spirit, to 
all our wanderings to the fe> 
with zeal for his glory, to 
to his service, and make us 
his ways. As it is, we sow 7 
we work hard, and witness 
ploy many means, to compa 
TT ' x ' Tr wianv sermons are y 



THE REST, 
tod."— Hm iv- & 



b was a rest for Adam in Paradise, 
3 lost by sin ; there was a rest for Israel 
an, which many forfeited by unbelief; 
a rest for the Christian in Christ, which 
be enjoyed by faith ; and there is a rest 
;he saints in heaven, to which. we can 
admitted at death. To one of the two 
! Apostle refers ; some think to the for- 
l some to the latter. "We shall consider 
is as referring to heaven, our Father's 
dut Saviour's home, and our eternal 

e weary and way-worn, there is some- 
lightful in the thought of rest, and they 
hink of heaven as the place w\\eis Vtae,^ 
'st from their -labours." 3&est £^.\es> ^ 
f repose— the calm, quiet xeposs c& W< 



which win uu ~ 

fears, which will no more harass 
and from conflicts, which will 
and excite us. It will be a rest 
glory, with Jesus in his imm 
with saints and holy angels ii 
and blessedness. 

This rest is future; it re 
people of God. It is the objec 
desire. We look forward to it 
and cheering anticipations. J 
from all admixture of anythin/ 
give pain, or cause grief. It 
nothing will ever occur to d ; 
agitate us more. It is glori 
Knlmv as the 
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God for such a rest for the wary, suffering, and 
downcast believer in Jesus ! Oh, to keep the 
eye fixed upon it, and the heart expecting it, 
amidst all the troubles and trials of time ! 

This rest is for the people of God, Not for 
the people of the Jews as such, rior for the Gen- 
tiles as such, but for tho Lord's people. The 
people He hath chosen for himself , as saith the 
Apostle, " God hath chosen you to salvation, 
through sanctiucatiou of the Spirit and belief of 
the truth." The people Ho claims as his own, 
being set apart for himself in his eternal purpose, 
redeemed to God by the blood of his Son, out of 
every nation, country, people, and tongue ; He 
claims them hy his Holy Spirit in tho day of his 
power. The people whom Ha teaches himself, 
ns Jesus said, "It is written in the prophets 
they shall be all taught of God, every one there- 
fore that hath heard and learned of the Father, 
Cometh unto Mo/ 1 Divine teaching is educating 
for eternity, and God thus educates all his own 
people. The people He prepares, for heaven is 
a prepared place for a prepared people. Jesus 
is gone to prepare the place for the people, and 
the Holy Spirit comes to prepare the 
the place. To this end He creatos \A\evcv 
i*i Christ Jesus, and makes them med U> N 



I had wings like a dove, men wc 
and be at rest" 

Believer, let the prospect of 1 
thee in toil and trouble; thy woi 
finished, thy trouble will soon cc 
and then the rest — the glorious 
for thee. Let it encourage thee 
suffer : labour for Jesus, who is 
rest for thee ; suffer iu the cause < 
escing in his will who once suj 
and now rests as thou wilt soon. 
Hebrew believers, — what they su 
*u~«t onffororl . tlip.v " tank iovfu 
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and press on towards t&e mark, 
he prospect at tbe end of the race, 
r t Christian, this rest ia secure, for 
iken possession of it for thee. " I 
le, "to prepare a place for ycm. " 
said tbe Apostle, alluding to heaven, 
he forerunner hath for us entire^ 
1 Yes, Jesus is gone there for tbec, 
;n possession in thy name, He is 
i| place, and will soon come and 



to himself. Remember too, that it 
y near. Perhaps much nearer than 
lk. You may be sighing, sorrowing, 
estling, doubting, fearing, and cast 
; and to-morrow you may be in the 
mineth for the people of God. To- 
rich man's gate, full of sores; 
n Abraham's bosom. To-day, dwel- 
ech, or in the tents of Kedar; ta- 
sking in the beams of ImmanueFs 
ty, on the bed of sickness, suffering, 
)-morrow, in the presence of Jesus, 
is no more pain, neither sorrow nor 
d can tell how near we all are to our 
. everlasting rest ? Rememhe.1 
j trials, toils, and swSevm^ \\^^ 




seiib »^ 

fills you with grief ana nhu 
look very different there from i 
Never, never forget, then, in t 
in thy most trying days, in t 
storm and tempest, when pai 
sands and under a scorching a 
maineth a rest for the people < 
for thee. 

But, "there is no rest, sai 
wicked." His soul is restlef 
and dying as he is, he will 1 
O think of an eternity of unr 
of toil, agony, and woe ! 1 
as to accept and act upon th 
who is now at this momei 
" Come unto nic, and I wil 
™* voke upon you, and le 
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In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and Ho shall 
direct thy paths." Pnov.iiie. 

this book, God speaka to ua aa unto 
iren, calling every believer, " My son." He 
! truth in a proverbial form, that He may 
net the mind, affect the heart, arid regulate 
the life, without burdening- the memory. In the 
context, He is pointing out the road to honour, 
happiness, and safety ; even toe observance of 
Hi* law, confidence in himself, and consulting 
Him at nil times, "Let," He says, "thine heart 
keep my commandments." Obey from the heart 
i I give. « Trnat in the Lord with all 
Is and lean not to thine own nndcr- 
sercbe atrong confidence in God, 
t no confidence in thyself. B In all thy 
Ways acknowledge Him, and He shall d\w,cAA\^ 
t>aths." 

Hemhcomselgivm- This implies tiafc 

B. 




misled. The only way t 

securely, is to seek Divim 
God is willing to give, but 
it of Him. We are depe 
realize our dcpendanca 1 
and we must feel it, and 
pression of it, Tliis is re< 
" J« all thy ways acknoiufo 
bis Word— ooo suit it; ma] 
counsel, your directory at 
hate Lis promise — believe 
teach thee and instruct tl 
thou shalt go, I will guide 
You have his throne— re| 
with Him as a man pica* 
And, while you consult 1 
promise, and pray for diret 
Providence is God working 
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who keep their eye open will be sure to see hia 
hand. While you watch his hand, seek grace to 
Bubmit to his will. He wills to do you good, 
the greatest good; and if his will crosses yours, 
depend upon it, it is just because it is most for 
your benefit. Gratefully acknowledge his favours 
as you receive them. Remember that, as sinful 
creatures, being criminals and traitors, rights 
we have none ; consequently, everything short 
of hell is a mercy, everything but eternal punish- 
ment is a favour. How many favours you 
receive, and how few praises you render ! How 
many mercies are given you, and how few 
acknowledgments you make I He that habi- 
tually consults God's holy word, believes his 
faithful promises, pleads at his gracious throne 
for direction, watches his working hand, submits 
to his righteous will, and gratefully acknow- 
ledges his sovereign favours, will never be 
allowed to go far wrong, or to go wrong for 
long; for— 

Here is a promise made. " He shall direct 
thy steps." Man cannot direct himself ; hence, 
Jeremiah said, " Lord, I know that the way 
of man is not in himself; it is not in man that 
walketh to direct his steps." ^^kvcks. 
wrote, "Mm 9 a goings are o£ ths "Lat^Vvs* 
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can a man then understand has own way?" 
Again, "A mini's heart deviseth his way; but 
Lord directeth his steps." And God hhnseir 
added, "I am the Lord thy God, which 
tcacbeth thee to profit, which leadeth thee by 
the way that than shouldst go." "And thine 
ears shall hear a roice behind thee saying, This 
b the way, walk ye in it, when ye turn to the 
right hand and when ye turn to the left." As 
man therefore cannot direct himself, he should 
seek direction of the Lord, who both can and 
will guide him right ; then should we prove the 
truth of David's testimony, " The steps of A good 
man are ordered by the Lord, and he detigfcteth 
in his way." The Lord will preserve the prayer- 
ful soul from going in wrong paths ; He will 
shine upon the right, and lead him step by step 
as the kind parent leads his beloved child. 

When God directs our steps, or our waj 
please Him, we have peace of mind, and co? 
parative freedom from anxiety and fear. T 
increase in our acquaintance with God, as 
covenant God, Father, portion, and everlas' 
all; and our confidence in Him grows 
. strengthens. We hve above the world, ai 
the things which, axe nat *%>i 
realities. See, then, the >pB$c*fei 
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tion: you are a child — but a child: folly is 
bound up in your heart, you are prone to go 
astray, liable to be misled; but God is your 
Father, and He wishes to be your Guide. At- 
tend, then, to his direction; consult Him at 
svery turn; never make a change till you have 
lought his guidance, and waited a reasonable 
time for it. He is willing, yea, desirous to 
guide you, but He will be acknowledged, con- 
sulted, and trusted; in so doing, you honour 
Sim, and secure your own best interests. 
Lsrael was reproved, because they "waited not 
;ox his counsel ;" and many hare followed their 
suunple to their cost. We naturally think well 
>f our own judgment, or the judgment of our 
xiends, and consequently fail to acknowledge 
Sod in our ways. The consequence is, we go 
rrong, get into difficulties, darkness, dangers, 
tnd sins ; then we hare to stop* mourn, pray, 
ind repent of our folly. Let us therefore be 
ealous of our own judgment, place no confidence 
n a human guide, cease to judge by appearances, 
tnd in every future stage of our pilgrimage, in 
jvery future step of our journey, strive to carry 
rat the direction in our text to the full, — " In all 
by ways acknowledge Him, and Us 
bj paths." 



JESUS IN BIS GARDEN. 

u My beloved is gone down into his garden 
beds of spices, to feed in the gardens, 
gather lilies."— Song vl 2. 

1ms song reveals the Lord Jemu C 
the man, and sets forth his love to hi? 
and his communion with them. To 
spiritual mind, who has a knowledge c 
customs and manners, it is one of 
precious books in all the Old Testame 
find that just in proportion to onr spi 
we enter into a*nd enjoy this inspired 
-~-A From the power that k 
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And the carnal-minded believer has but little 
sympathy with the contents of this most blessed 
and precious portion of God's most holy word. 

The Church had lost the presence of her 
Beloved, and she could find no substitute for 
Him; her restlessness awakens attention, and 
excites the enquiry, " What is thy beloved more 
than another beloved ?" She endeavours to 
describe Him, but fails ; therefore she exclaims, 
" He is the chief among ten thousand ; yea, he 
is altogether lovely;" and adds, "This is my 
beloved, and this is my friend, ye daughters 
of Jerusalem." This brings out the enquiry, 
" Whither is thy beloved gone, thou fairest 
among women P whither is thy beloved turned 
aside ? that we may seek him with thee." Our 
text is her reply: "My beloved is gone down 
into his garden, to the beds of spices, to feed 
in the gardens, and to gather lilies." 

Observe the Saviour's title, "Beloved" Every 
believer loves Jesus, and loves him singly. He 
is the Beloved, not a beloved. He stands out 
from all other, and is loved as none other. Every 
believer loves Jesus sincerely, loves Him with 
the heart, with the whole heart. Loves Him 
supremely, above and beyond all beside. His 
language is, " Whom have I in heaven but Thee; 



^esot man, are seen m&m 

of Watts ia express* 

of Him,— . _ , 

"AH oyer glorious «myj 

Must be beloved and 7* 

ffis worth if aU^™* 

Sure the whole eel*™ 

They love Him because H< 
ever c«n commend Huu tot 

Manysighandsufferfrom* 
upon an unworthy object,- 

^usiswortby^-J 
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it. "We love Him beeausi He first loved 
" But for this we had never loted Him. 
pause He loved us, He taught us our need of 
aself, revealed himself to us, shed abroad his 
e in our hearts, and thus won oar affections 
himself. Gh, to love Jesus more ! To love 
tn right heartily, and to love Him without 
i moment's intermission. 

" None among the sons of men, 
None among the heavenly train, 
Can with Jesus Christ compare; 
None so sweet.* and none so Mr* 

" If I loved my Lord before, 
I would love Him ten times more; 
Drop into his sea outright, 
Lose myself in Jesus quita" 

Notice the Saviour's resort. "He is gone 
on into his garden." His paradise is above, 
; He has a garden below. This garden is his 
» church. The whole body of his elect, who 
ieve in his adorable name. These are separated 
m the world by an act of sovereign grace, and 
: exercise of omnipotent power. Tta^ wtvi. 
dosed by his promises, providence, ^re.- 
se. For He is a wall of ike to\jcl\& ^o"^ 
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bis eyes. Nothing so oeaub* 
claims, "Thou art beautifi 
Tirzah, comely as Jerusalem, 
with banners. Turn away tl 
for they have overcome me. 
my heart, my sister-spouse. 1 
for Jesus to use toward sue 
It is this that stumbles the » 
not understand it. It fills 
and grateful love. Here ■ 
depths, the lengths, and the 
of Christ, which passeth I 
rated for Him, enclosed ai 
they are not only beautif 
v - -~ forth to his Father^ 



down into his garden, 
3 at present low in a low place. His 
down ieto his garden indicates her con- 
nd His condescension. He visits bis 
spised, and persecuted people. He visits 
)t merely from pity, but love* He is 
irith them, but in a special manner when 
jear as a garden* |£ Where two or three 
icred together in my name, there am V 
gone down to the beds of spices'* To 
th the little companies of believers, which 
pares to spice-beds. Every Christian is 
•plant, and these spice -plants grow in 
Che world sees not their beauty, for it is 
Uy discerned. The world smells not their 
se, for it is ^spiritually inhaled. These 
ire rare ; none has them but Jesus ; no- 
an they be found but in his church. They 
;rant, and their perfume is drawn forth 
is, as the'Sun of Righteousness, and 
upward by the Spirit's influence, as the 
ind. To Jesus there is fragrance in the 
, graces, services, and sacrifices of his 
especially in their prayers and praises. 

Tie prayers and praises of t\ie saMite* 
ike precious odours sweet, 
cend and spread a rich, perftim^ 
wnd tho mercy-seat: 
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When God iuolhiea the heart to 
He hath an ear to hear; 
To Ilini there's musio in 
And beauty in a tear." 

Hark the Saviour's object. » To 
gardens/' To feed, delight, and find _. 
tion in his people. Never did mother delight 
beraelf in her first-born, as Jesus delights himself 
in his people, Never did gardener delight him- 
self in his rare, costly, and excellent plants, a* 
Jesus does in his people. Hence He speaks of 
them and calls them, "The saints that are in the 
earth, the excellent, in whom is all my delight" 
And He speaks to them and says, "Thou shah 
be called, Hephzibah, my delight is in her." 
But He comes not only to refresh, satisfy, am 
delight himself, but to feed them. This He doc 
with his word, his ordinances, the operations » 
his Holy Spirit, and the manifestation of himse 
Oh, how it refreshes, revives, satisfies, and i 
lights the soul, when Jesus walks in his gard 
among the beds of spices; or, without the figi 
when He manifests himself unto us as He c 
not unto the world. But He not only come 
feed, but " to gather lilies" Another figu 
represent his saints. Every saint is a lily- 
a nettle, or a thorn, or a poisonous weed. 



! a beautiful, fragrant, useful, ornamental 
icy may be Iflies among thorns sometimes, 
when in the world; but they are arranged 
utiful when in the church, Jesus plants, 
watcbes, enjoys, and preserves his lilies, 
ib own time comes to gather tbem. He 
jw no one to gather his lilies hut himself, 
the keys of death and hades, He openeth 
man fchuttetb ; He shutteth and no man 
. He comes and severs soul from body, 
s his lily plant out of the reach of frosts, 
winds, and the rude hands of man. He 
t in his bosom, presents it to his Father, 
serves it in blossom and beauty before 
>ne for ever. How gently He gathers 
tentimes. How wisely He removes them 
the storm descends. How carefully He 
aem to his Father's house. Of many it 
said, as it was written of one,— 

ssed to glory with a kiss of love, 

bade the lagging moments swifter roll ; 

i was to him as harmless as a dove, 

die floods of glory overwhelmed his soul. 

(lucked but gathered by the hand of love, 
tender fruit or fragrant lilies are ; 
(planted to the paradise above, 
>lossom in eternal glory theT© 

mes Jesus comes into \\is gatfo.^*^ 
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and glory of God ! Come 
spice-beds many rows of yon 
take them from our congrf 
Sabbath schools, from our ; 
our neighbourhoods, and let 
perfumed with their fragn 
Jesus comes to prune and 
much pruning we want, t 
pruning-knife He finds it m 
How often we need wateri 
how dry our soil, and how ' 
ance! Oh, Saviour! hast 1 
garden, 1 will water it 
lest any hurt it, I will kee 
"Water my soul. "Water tl 
abundantly, that they maj 
crow as the vine, and spi 
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Sometimes Jesus comes to gather and take 
is people home to his Father* He has said, 
I will come and receive you to myself, that 
'here I am, there ye may he also." Though 
poken of his second advent, it is true of his 
e moving us by death. He comes for us, He 
risely gathers us, He safely transports us to a 
iilder and healthier clime. My soul, Jesus is 
ally coming down into his garden to gather his 
ilies ; He will soon come and gather thee — -art 
bou ready ? Oh, to be full of fragrance, that 
he sick-room may be filled with the odour ! 
esua I Saviour ! kindly preserve and supply me 
low, and geutly gather me with thine own 
Dving hand at last, to the praise of thy glory 1 

"My best Beloved keeps his throne, 
On hills of light in worlds unknown'; 
But He descends and shows his face, 
In the young gardens of his grace. 

"In vineyards planted by his hand, 
Where fruitful trees in order stand, 
He feeds among the spicy beds, 
Where lilies show their spotless heads. 

"Oh, may my spirit daily rise, w 
On wings of faith above the skies, 
Till death shall make my last TemoNQ, 

To dwell for ever with my lovfc 




The Lord Jesus here gives us one view of the 
final judgment: saints and sinners separated; 
saints rewarded, and sinners punished, and bott 
according to their works. The whole mass her* 
presented, are those who lived under the gospc 
where it was known and acknowledged, ajid wr 
themselves made some profession of it. Hen( 
the one party is commended and rewarded, ' 
what was done to the Lord's people ; and 
other was condemned and punished, for 
doing what they ought to have done, and 
an opportunity of doing. 

In the church of Christ there is variety 
the least implies greater. Some are small, 
great ; some feeble, and some strong ; some 
and some poor ; some gifted, and some * 
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destitute of anything resembling a sift; there 
are babes, young men, and fathers. The least, 
may be those who have little grace and no gifts, 
low in situation, mean in appearance, reputed 
as nothing among men. The itate and stature 
of the members are under the direction of Jesus ; 
as are their circumstances and situation. He 
h&th placed each in the body, as it hath pleased 
Ejm. To every one is given, both gifts and 
grace, according to the sovereign pleasure of 
our God and Saviour. 

In the church there is unity, all arc brethren, 
ted, by the same act of sovereign dis- 
ihing grace; born again* by the agency, 
and operation of the same Holy Spirit; 
proving their adoption by the same graces, for 
they are all acknowledged to be the sous of God, 
by faith in Christ Jesus, He that bclieveth 
that Jesus is the Christ, is bom of God. And 
we know that we are passed from death unto 
life, because we love the brethren. Thus, all 
stand in the same relation to God, for they are 
all children ; to the Lord Jesus Christ, for they 
are all His brethren ; and to the Holy Spirit, 
for each r one is His temple. Loved mttv V\v^ 
same lore, chosen of the same grace, re^e^Kv^ 
If the same blood, regenerated by i\\e, aarc^ 



s^pherd. They«eH* 
bridegroom. They aw 

the living ™*-J™V 
their head. O how olo 

members of Hxa body, < 
bones. He watches 
them, dwells in then 
them. CftrwtandH* 
in holy love, love so 
nothing shall ever s 
Hence the apostle tnn 
shall separate nsfrpo 
tribnlation, or distress 
or nakedness, or pen 
+Wnirs we a 
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Tiie Saviour recognising this oneness, between 
His people and Himself, bears testimony to the 
fact, that what is done to His people, lie takes 
as done to Himself. Does Saul of Tarsus per- 
secute the saints at Jerusalem, and go to 
Damascus to bring the believers there, hound to 
Jerusalem for punishment p He is arrested by 
the way, stopped in bis , career, and it is 
demanded of him, "Why do you persecute 
them?** No. But, " Why persecutest thou. 
Me ?" So here, is a hungry Christian fed, or a 
thirsty Christian supplied with drink, or a naked 
Christian clothed, or a houseless Christian 
sheltered, or a sick or imprisoned Christian 
visited P Jesus says, •» Ye did it unto Me." 
Wondrous union, this \ Extraordinary repre- 
sentation of it f What tender sympathy must 
Jesus have with those, who are thus one with 
Himself! 

See then, how close the union between Jesus 
and His people, they are one. One body, in- 
fluenced by one spirit. He the head, they the 
different members- The least is as really united 
to the head T and is as precious, as the greatest. 
How watchful the eye of Jesus, over H!\s> \k*s^&. 
The eye in the Head sees whatever is V 
one of His members. How tenac-vox^ *0 
memory of the King of saints. TieV^ 



but w" xeu - . 

when He site onthetW 

excHide them from His » 

Mb* - «* £ 
deeded in truttt;th«»M 

are of the troth, andshal 
before Him. H0W««M' 
treatment of our teft^ 
mo acts toward a poor » 
nct toward Christ person^ 
todoso,ifChnstand«*l 
How calmly we mayleaw 

observes it, ^ e T ™^ 



and His people are one. One, 
One, under all circumstances, 
y. One, in sickness. One, in 
in death, for grace to look 
ysclf daily, yea, hourly, as one with 
. for grace, to look upon every be- 
ver, whatever his creed, meeting with wbat- 
3r sect or party, differing from me never bo 
Lt-k, as one with Christ ! May I never forget, 
it if I injure a believer, 1 injure Christ. If 
wound a believer, I wound Christ, If I 
j^kei a belitivcr in want, or sickness, or per- 
juted for righteousness' sake, I neglect Christ. 
>w different the judgment will be, according 
the Saviour's representation of it, to what 
iny persons expect. Not only will gross 
mers be condemned, but professors, who have 
□ply omitted to honour Christ in His mem- 
re. Not only will actual transgressions be 
nounced and punished, but the neglect of 
sitive duties, or omitting to carry out the 
n of love. May every thought of my heart, 
ery word of my mouth, and every act of my 
e, proceed from, and be regulated by, that new 
mmand which Jesus gave when he said, " A 
sw commandment I give unto you, WivxXi ^Vs^ 
e another; as I have loved you, 1^ *&s£k 

e one mother." 



"Out of the depths hv 
Lord. M *-PsAL. oxxz 

The Psalmist repres 
deep waters, or in dee] 
peril. In deep disti 
Every Christian can 3 
with him. All know 1 
but some sink lower, 
them than others. < 
who sink deepest in « 
in spiritual enjoyment, 
sorrow, the brighter tl 
pears. Those who cai 
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hat these depths meant Into \rhut 
we sunk when the law was brought 
the conscience, and the bar of equity 
up there. When vivid and aoul si in^i 5 ig 
sns of sin were felt. The whule lifts 
to be unfolded, and our secret sms set 
ght of God's countenance. The heart 
iosed, and, Oh, the evils that were dis- 
ihere ! What floods of corruption were 
here, the waves whereof cast up mire 
. Then guilt pressed us down like a 
is load; darkness, thick darkness en- 
the soul, we lost our foothold and began 
Down we went into gloom, des- 
y, terror, alarm, and dread. All hope 
to flee away, and our cry was, " I sink 
waters, where there is no standing." 
as if we were now in the lowest pit, in 
and in the deeps. We dreaded going 
at night, lest we should awake in hell, 
emed to be but a step, between us and 
idful pit of hopeless despair. Satan 
us with his horrid temptations, sug- 
, and solicitations. The fearful thoughts 
ed into the mind, the dreadful pictures 
■ on the imagination, and W\c *d^v^ 
ies he caused to roll Uiyou£\\ iVs. ^>vX* 
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el that we were in a "horrible pit" 
1 the more we tried to extricate our- 
deeper we sunk, until " all hope that 

be saved, was then taken away." 
indeed, awful depths, and some souls 
3 wade through them, not only days 
>, but even months, and a few for 

such times, providence often appears 
oss, relatives are unusually trying, 

perhaps, look cool, and everything 
conspire to plunge us deeper and 
> the abyss. No tongue can describe, 
£e can set forth, what some poor 
suffer in these depths. They do not 

tell another, they feel quite alone, 
do that no one ever passed along that 
iu'ii. Ah, this is a mistake ! Many 



ords soon uttered, bat what do they contain 
haps days of sorrow, nights of distress, wee! 
of agony, months of grief. " I cried unto t) 
Lord/' No one else could help, ease, or delive 
This we learn by hitter experience, No an 
can reach us in these depths, but the arm < 
God ; no power can raise us up, but the pow< 
of God, The Lord knew where he was, eou] 
hear his cry, and was alone able to deliver bin 
Would Redeliver? There was a doubt upc 
this; more, a painful fear. But as no one els 
could, it was in vain to look to any oth( 
quarter. The Lord encourages souls who ai 
in the depths to cry unto Him, in many portior 
of His word, aud by the deliverances Tie hi 
wrought for others. Not only so, but the Ho) 
Spirit occasionally throws a ray of light into th 
soul, breaths for a moment into the trouble 
spirit, and excites the cry that enters into tb 
oars of the Lord God of Sabaoth. The sinnc 
feels he must cry, or die ! be delivered by tli 
iiand of God, or perish for ever. His case : 
desperate unless God interferes. As the soul i 
in the depths, so the cry comes up from the deptt 
*>f the soul. No form of prayer will suit her< 
^io human composition will meet the case nov 
tUhe heart must pray, it must be the soul's ok 
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cry, rt I cried unto the Lord " He 
he desired deliverance right heartily, 
out energetically, and persevered in cryi 
importunity, By day and by nighty a 
and abroad, on the knees and when \ 
at rest or in business, the cry still g 
"O Lord, I beseech Thee, deliver 
Unbelief works, doubts discourage, del 
hearten, and Satan suggests, "It is aj 
use i" bat it is for life, eternal life, anc 
fore the cry cannot bo effectually silenc 
Holy Spirit is at work, and, therefore, tin 
shall not prevail. This is striving to < 
al the strait gate. Tins is the king 
heaven suffering violence, and the violem 
it by force. The cry was for deli ve ran 
be brought into liberty, the liberty wh 
l he Lord makes His people free, T 
society and satisfaction ; the society of 
of Jesus, and God our Father j and to I 
satisfaction that flows from the pardon 
the Spirit of adoption, and the assuranci 
acceptance with God. To walk in pe. 
holiness; with a peaceful conscience, " ii 
ordinances and commandments of th- 
hJamelesa" To work for God, and hi 
ration ; not only enja^ufc 4d\vcran 
Tendering again, aCeoi&5&£ to ftvak 



THE 5 

done for us, and to glorify our ( 
of visitation. To be of use to otlu 
to purpose in the present evil worlc 
there may be many depths betwi 
aven ; because you are out of c 
you must not conclude that you will never 
into another. Some have sunk into the dep 
even on a dying bed, and have cried out fr 
the depths, just before they began to sing 
new and never-ending song. Fresh conyictic 
trying dispensations, Satanic accusations, ba 
sliding from God, or restraining prayer bef 




: stands strong, I shall never be move 
it was not likely that a mountain wo 
move, but he immediately adds, "Thou di 
hide thy face, and I was troubled." If C 
hides His face from us, trouble and distress \ 
soon overcome us. Once in the depths, no ( 
can deliver us out of them but Jesus, the gki 
Deliverer. The deeper we sink, the m. 
singular wiUpjte our deliverance, and the grea 
glory will fljr^Pdiverer get. O what a contr 
^«rill the heighife of the heavenly Zion be, to ■ 
^dreadful depths into which wo avnV \sx 
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wilderness world. To conclude, it is a sweet 
thought that not one of the Lord's people ever 
perished in the depths jet Jonah cried "out. 
of the belly of heU/ 1 when he was east "into 
the deep," and the Lord heard and delivered 
hin * Jeremiah cried out of m the low dmigeou," 
and the Lord delivered him. Yes, poor soul, 
however low yon sink, however much yon suffer, 
however long you he in the deeps ; the great 
Shepherd will hear the Heatings of His poor 
sheep, the good Samaritan will come where you 
arc, and you shall sing songs of deliverance to 
the honour of His name. However deep yon 
si uk, others have sunk as deep ; however loag 
you lie I here, others have lain as Jong; how- 
ever much yon suffer, others have suffered more ; 
and if you had but light, you might see that 
your Saviour sunk lower than you, and left His 
footprints there- Cry then, cry mightily to 
God r and the day of deliverance will soon dawn, 
and you will have cause to exclaim, " 1 Ioyb the 
Lord because He hath heard my voice and my 
su pplicutians. The sorrows of death compassed 
im j , the pains of hell gat hold upon me, I found 
trouble and sorrow. Then caUgl I upon the 
name of the Lord, Lord I b4Bch Thee de- 
liver my soul. Gracious is the Lord and 
righteous, yea, our God is merciful/' 




THE CHRISTIANS 
B Wo walk bj faith, not by ste 

Thbke are two pat hs in wl 
walk. We have to walk to Go. 
acceptance; and the path is J 
alone. Not Jesus and out fee 
and our good works, but Jesus 
"No man comet!* unto the Fall 
We have to walk to heaven, 
accepted believers; and the p; 
dience to God's will. If I seel 
God, as the Judge of all, I ex> 
but Jesus, and expect to be accej 
sake of Jesus, and what He hs 
fered. But if I look upon my< 
God, going home to his heavenly 
a wilderness of trials aud tro 
precept marks my path, and 
-required at my hands. 

The principle that actuates 



concerning His beloved Son. Hi 
God requires, us expressed in His 
He is fully persuaded of the t 
word, and assents to it, TV* 
merits. He renounces all his 
excellency, casts away all his own 
and places his sole trust in the 
bloodshedding of the Lord Jean 
and Christ alone, he relies for 
willi God, and admission into heai 
in GoiTs care. He believes thai 
him, will take care of him, and fnl 
to him. He sees that the end < 
please GoJ, and to leave himself i 
cerns in God's bands while do 
anxiety is unbecoming, that fears 
lief, and that it is his privilege to 
on God, who cares for him, Oj 



THE CHRISTIAN'S WALK. 

to believe, but they do not. They n 
faith but they do not possess it. " 
body without the spirit is dead, so fai 
works is dead also." 

The Christian as influenced by a li 
makes progress. He goes from stag 
from strength to strength. He walk: 
Lord. His walk leads him nearer tc 
faith realizes more and more of the ] 
sence. He walks more with God. 
loses its attractions, and old habits tt 
He finds full satisfaction nowhere bi 
presence, with no one but with Go 
Fellowship with God becomes necesj 
existence, and, as a social being, h< 
soon be happy without society, as, bei 
tian, he could be happy without ( 
with God. He learns to walk with mo 
resisting the devil, and overcoming 
with more confidence, trusting in ( 
committing all to Christ ; with more 
not so prone to start aside, or be c 
charmed by the occurrences of time ; 
comfort, resting on the promises, r< 
the doctrines, and deriving fuller suf 
God. As he gets nearer to God, he g 
from the world, and enters into cte 
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comfort us in sorrow, and render us more than 
conquerors over every foe. Let us daily walk 
leaning on Jesus. He will be at our side, He 
will lend us His arm, yea, His bosom. The 
posture of the Church should be ours, — " Who is 
this that cometh up out of the wilderness, leaning 
on her Beloved ?" It is the Church of Christ, 
and her example should be followed by every 
Christian. Let us daily walk communing with 
Jesus. He loves to converse with us. To re- 
ceive communications from us. Let us tell Him 
of our foes, fears, afflictions, privations, griefs, 
and woes. Let us tell Him everything that tries 
or troubles us. He says, "Let me hear thy 
voice." Yes, O Saviour, Thou shalt hear us; 
for we will bring all our sorrows and joys, all 
our trials and triumphs, all our doubts and de- 
liverances to Thee ! Let us daily walk imitating 
Jesus. He has left us an example, that we 
should follow in His footsteps. In the family, 
in the world, and in the church, let us endeavour 
to imitate Jesus; and may we receive grace to 
conform our conduct to His, that all who see us 
may take knowledge of us, that we have learned 
of Him who is " meek and lowly in heart ;" who 
was "holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate 
from sinners." O for such a a& ^r&. 
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i God through Curat, that we may lie par- 
■d, justified and accepted by Hjdi t that will 
us to Jive in the world so as to pro v$ that 
are not of it, enabling us to do the will of 
/d from the heart while we are passing through 
! Mn v out spirit^ temper, course, and eon- 
act conspire to bear testimony that "u?e vwik 
/y faith and not by right:* 

"By faith in Christ I walk with God, 

With heaven, my journey's end in view ; 
Supported by His staff and rod, 
My rood is safe and pleasant too. 

I travel through a desert wide, 
Where many round me blindly stray ; 

But He vouchsafes to be my Guide, 
And wilt not let me miss my way* 

Though snares and dangers throng my path. 
And earth and hell my course withstand; 

I triumph over all by faith, 
Guarded by His Almighty hand 

The wilderness affords me food, 
But God for my support prepares ; 

Provides me every needful good, 
And frees my soul from wants and cares, 1 ' 
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ye fearful, ye of little faith I* 
Matt, viii 81 

qcs not become us if Jesus is with 
believers on His name, He ha* 
elf never to lea/re us or forsake us. 
lccaled by the mist, hidden behind 
lost sight of in the storm, but He 
a. The assurance of His presence 
:e confidence, courage, and daring. 
5 to fear ? Why should we fear P 
conquer Him £ Can He forget or 
Impossible ! Well then may He 
'e ye fearful?" 

f our slavish fear is, that we look 
;es» and judge by them rather than 
od. As if the word must bend to 
, instead of circumstances con- 
tify and fulfil, the Tte. 
ed to the howling ol Vmi** 
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looked at the roiling 'billows, and thought of the 
feeble vessel, instead of remembering that Jcsns 
was on board, ami looking for safety to Him. 
Or, we look at self rather than Jesus. Every 
time we take the eye off Jesus, and fix it upon 
self, Satan gains advantage over us. If we 
would enjoy acceptance with God, and feel 
a.ss rircd of His favour, the eye must be kept 
slcadily fixed on Jesus, as our Sacrifice, Substi- 
tute, and Surety, Wo are complete in Him, 
but only in Him. "We are accepted in Him, but 
only in Him. Or, we look for perfection where 
it is not to be found. We snail not find it in 
ourselves, nor In onr fellow Christians. All are 
imperfect hero, and the nearer we get to God, 
n ml the closer we walk with God, the more will 
nur imperfections stare us in the face. If we 
would see perfection, we must look for it in 
Jesus ; if we would enjoy perfect ion, we must 
realize our nnion and identity with Jesus, If 
we look nt circumstances instead of God's word, 
or at self instead of Jesus, or for perfection any- 
mIm -re but in Him, we shall become a prey to 
sl&frsh fears, if not to despondency and despuir. 
In Addition to these things, Satan's influence 
and power often fills us with fear. He misre- 
presents the character of God. He perverts 
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Scripture. lie suggests evil thoughts. lie stirs 
up our corruptions. He endeavours to conceal 
the Saviour. lie misapplies evidences. In a 
word, he is always endeavouring to puff us up 
with pride, harden us in presumption, or fill us 
with slavish fear. Our constitutional infirmities 
often have much to do with our fears. A natu- 
ral timidity, or a weak and nervous system, 
often occasion many fears which are entirely 
groundless, and if nursed will become extremely 
painful. 

Bat all slavish fear is inconsistent in a Chris- 
tian. The righteous should be bold as a lion. 
Slavish fear dishonours God, who is love, who 
has promised — not only so, has sworn — that by 
two immutable things in which it is impossible 
for Him to lie, we might have strong consolation. 
It robs Jesus of our confidence, on whom we 
should constantly depend, on whom at all times 
we should rely. Who has given us every reason 
to trust Him and not be afraid. It contradicts 
the Inspired Word, for if the truth of that is 
admitted, and faith is steadily exercised on it, 
slavish fear is impossible. It grieves the Holy 
Spirit, who in the Christian is a Spirit of adop- 
tion. His work within us, and Hi3 word without 
us, are alike calculated to inspire us with strong 
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nappf in God* obedient to God, as tie effect cf 
confidence in God ; and is graded when we gire 
way to imgiouuded and legal (cars. It dejects 
and depresses tte mind* mn&tting it far duty, 
and dhqmkUmg it for praising GwL It is a 
weapon which Sitaa uses against as with great 
effect, to onr sorrow and iajurj, and therefore 
we are exhorted to resist bim steadfast in the 
faith. It misrepresents religion, which in its 
nature is union to God, communion with God, 
and the resemblance of God, who is infinitely 
and eternally happy. Bible religion is happiness. 
Happiness flowing from pardon, acceptance with 
God, and union with the Divine nature. If 
slavish fear is so inconsistent and so injurious, 
surely we should realize it as an evil, and seek 
a remedy for it. 

The remedy for all slavish fear, is faith. Faith 
in God. Faith in Jesus. Faith in the promises 
and provision of God's gracious covenant and 
most holy word. If we would be freed from 
these painful, troublesome, and injurious fears, 
we must steadfastly credit God's testimony. 
And this is the testimony " that He hath given 
us eternal life, and this life is in His Son." Wo 



tame saviour* >ie musi uauy casi ou 
nntl our all on God's mercy. This is the r 
the only remedy. This will prove effect u 
all others will be sure to fail. May th 
Spirit help us to approve it, apply it, and 
deliverance from all our slavish fears by 
Observe, so to fear, is quite natural, 
saints are more or less guilty of it, and tb 
Suffer for it But though natural, it is 
tbeless very injurious and sinful. Fail 
"f faith as it credits God's testimony, 
to God's throne, cleaves fast to Chris 
and casts all on God's covenant mer 
raise us above such fear. The indulg 
^ lavish fear* and the want of a steady fa: 
alike reproved by the Saviour. He wou 
trust ourselves and our all with II in 
ag His word, confiding in His vcrnc 
rejoicing in His immutable faithfulness, 13 
Jesus asks jou, " Wliy axe ye fearful f" 
He ever given you any cause ? C 
ly warrant for your fears frem I 
^oxxi, 01 His dealings with His ^vs^Vs 
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He not been faithful ? Ia He not the same 
yesterday, to-dayj and for ever P Does He not 
forbid your agitation and vexation when He 
says, ** Let not your heart be troubled ; ye be- 
lieve in God — believe also in me F** Ia He not 
at this moment asking, "Where is your faith ?" 
Ah ! where is it ? Not in exercise frequently, 
but like the root of the plant in winter, frozen 
in the cold ground. Oh, Saviour, be rease our 

we may not only commit all to Thee, but leave 
all with Thee, simply seeking " one thing " — to 
reach the mark for the prize of our high calling. 
O to confide in Jesus, and so rise superior to 
our fears, doubts, and misgivings ; and become 
like Abraham, who expected all God had pro- 
mised, and stood prepared to part with all God 
had given, being " strong in faith, giving glory 
to God !" Lord, deliver us from our fears, and 
fill us with faith, hope, and love, that we may 
glorify Thy grace, and adorn our profession of 
Thy truth. 
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"Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He ahull 
sustain tbee ; Be will never sulfur the righ- 
teous to be moved/'*— Fbalm lv. £2. 

To be burdened at times, is the common lot of 
humanity. Every man has his own burden. But 
it ii especially the case with the Lord's people, 
faith in Jesus they axe justified j His righ* 
rusness is placed to their account, and they 
; accepted as righteous before God. Provision 
is made both for their holiness and happiness, 
"but the j are often sorely burdened. Sometimes 
worldly cares press heavily upon them, bodily 
diseases weaken and pain them, domestic trials 
vouud and distress them, church troubles, in 
*ome cases, lie like a millstone on their spirits, 
^nd sin and sorrow are sure to be with them, 
-livery day brings its burden, and the want of 
^aith. and fervent devotion adds to its weight. 
^' We that are in this t&taira&\& to ^^>kws& 



m mum m troubis. 

burdened." A body of feb and death, apart 
everything else, is enough to make us do so. 

But here is our relief* This is our comfort. 
The Lord is willing to bear our burdens for us. 
He will not prevent our being burdened, but we 
may take our burdens to His throne, and leave 
them there — Oh blessed privilege ! My poor bur- 
dened brother or sister, God, your own God, 
bids you carry every burden to Hiui, and cast it 
upon Him. He doea not wish to see you bowed 
down and sad. He would rather carry the load 
than you should. He says, "Let thy burden be 
what it may, let it be never so heavy, cast it 
upon Me." So that now it becomes an act of 
obedience to do so. In fervent, oft-repeated 
prayer; by steady, persevering faith; in the 
exercise of a lively hope, cast every burden upon 
the Lord. Courage is required — display it ; and 
as fast as any burdens are laid on thee, cast 
them upon thy God. My poor widowed sister, 
it is thy burden that He means. Young man, 
weak believer, it is thy burden too that is in- 
tended. Aged Christian, the Lord specially 
points to thee. He has carried many a burden 
for thee, He will carry thy present one. He 
will carry thy last burden for thee. Minister of 
Jesus, thy poor heart is sad, and thy troubled 
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soul is cast down and dejected ; but Jesus, thy 
Jesus, says, " Cast thy burden upon Me." You 
have often exhorted others to do so — do it thy- 
self ; do it, and peace shall flow into thy agitated 
breast. Burdened soul — every burdened soul 
that reads this page — thou art intended, thou 
art especially addressed. Yes, God intends thee ; 
try therefore to carry thy burden to thy Lord's 
throne and leave it there. He will manage it 
for thee, sanctify it to thee, and overrule it for 
thy good. 

What encouragement is here! "He will 
sustain thee." He will send you supplies, if 
you need them. He will grant you support, if 
thy burden is to remain. He will work thy 
deliverance, however difficult thy circumstances 
may be. " He wUl never suffer the righteous to 
be moved." Clothed as he is, in the righteous- 
ness of Jesus ; united as he is, to the person of 
God's Christ ; he shall never be moved. Shaken, 
terrified, and perplexed he may be. Tempted, 
tried, burdened, oppressed, and cast down, most 
probably he will be ; but he shall never be moved. 
Faith, which has grasped the promise; faith 
which has embraced the Saviour, shall maintain 
its hold. God will keep Ins feet, as it is 
written, "He will keep the feet of His saints, 



sustain. The grace thai, juoi*.. , 

(ilory is the crown of grace, and the cvcrla 
proof of the faithfulness of God. 

lie that easts his burden upon the Lord 
tliut proves himself to. be righteous, by ■ 
riirhtt;oiiMH'ss, — "shall never be moved." 
sh.iU never be moved from the cross, a 
ground of his hope. Stripped of his 
righteousness, emptied of carnal pride, b< 
fled to the cross for pardon and obtained p 
In the cross his faith centres, from the erfc 
hopf springs, on the cross, for acceptance 
(iod, he rests, and from that cross he shall i 
In- moved. Error may spread. Satan may t< 
m , rMV trY \ {) mislead him. But, constf 



j uvav. tt uias may howl. Tempt 

roar. Earth may quake. The very fra 
lature may be dissolved. But he shall i 
noved, for Christ and his soul are one. C 
sed fact ! Oh, glorious truth ! Never 
ed from the foundation, let what will ta 
3 around him or be felt within him. I 
never be moved from the Saviour in who 
-lists. No, never. He can say, "I kno 
10m I have believed.". I know Him to I 
le. I know Him to be the only Saviou 
>w Him sufficiently to trust myself and ni 
isting all in His hands. He will never fail 
innot deceive me. What I have committee 
m is safe, and safe for ever. Nothing cai 
him from Jesus. He cleaves to Him, anc 
in Him, like the ivy in the wall ; and may 
ask, " What shall separate n« f**~ 



burden. There bis sighs have 
songs. His darkness has beeo 
His bell has been turned to b 
from that tlirone ! Finally tn 
Impossible, cicept it be to st 
throne of glory ! But the throne 
we worship now, b'ie a beau 
view, will melt into the throne t 
bye: the penitent pleader no 1 
praising and adoring worshipper 
friend, carry every burden to i 
every harden on thy -Saviour. I 
carry thy burdens for thee, but 
tbee also, and will place thee bed 
face in glory for ever. In all t\ 
doubt, in all thy sickness and so 
temptations and trials, under t 
and oppressions, listen, listen 
loving exhortation, and act upot 
burden upon the Lord, He slial 
He will never suffer the righteou: 

" Cast thy burdens on the Loi 
Leave them with thy Savi 
He, according to His word, 
Can, and will deliver/* 
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i days of thy mourning shall be ended. 

I8AI. be 20. 

E you a mourning Christian, one of Zion's 
If so, I bring you glad tidings of great 
he period is just before you, the place is 
?d for you, when and where, the days of 
ourning shall be ended. Your Saviour 
dng to you, when He says, " Blessed are 
mourn now, for ye shall be comforted." 
her sent Him into the world to " comfort 
mourn"; and x * 
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First, tbe believer's present experi ehce, 
"Mounting ** how many things conspire to 
make him mourn. In himself, he sees and feels 
so much that is opposed to the will of God. So 
much sin. 80 much selfishness. Such awful 
corruptions. Such imperfect graces. A pain f til, 
and almost incessant conflict. "He would do 
good, but evil k present with him." To will that 
which is good, he feels at foil liberty ; but how 
to perform it, perplexes and troubles him. He 
thirsts and pants for perfect purity, but swarm a 
of evil thoughts, floods of foul corruption, and 
troops of sinful lusts, dismay and distress him. 
He daily finds the flesh lusting against the 
spirit, and the spirit against the flesh, so that he 
cannot do the things that he would. If he 
could but be holy! If he could but abstain 
from sin! If he could but cleanse his heart! 
But he cannot, and therefore he mourns sore 
and often. Besides this, there is so much in 
the family, in the world, and even in the church 
of God, which causes him grief, and fills him 
with sadness. His house is not so with God, 
as he wishes it to be. The world still lieth in 
the wicked one. The church is divided, worldly, 
and lukewarm. These things make him mourn. 
Then the absence of Jesus, His Lord is away. 



wim Him, and to receive direc 
Him. But this is not his privilege at p 
and at times doubts and fears creep i 
he fears it never will be. His gracio, 
mce is but seldom enjoyed, and if His gl 
presence should be denied him ! The vei 
ghtj the mere supposition, fills him wit 
and sorrow. His harp is often on th 
vs. He weeps by the streams of Babel 
ngs to flee away and be at rest. But his 
aourning springs from grace, and proves 
w birth. It is evangelical. It has always 
t the bottom. It is limited to days; "the 
? thy mourning shall be ended." This is 

ndly, his futtjeb prospect. The last 
lg day will soon come, and then there 
no more sighs, but aon^ • - 
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lermiuatioi 

ixrarse of 3orrow ! glorious consummat 
ir hopes and desires ! O happiness, f 
jet, and perpetual ! " Come, Lord Jes 
? quickly" 

at how different the case of the sinner. 1 
hs now, but he will mourn and weep the 
; is an awful passage for the sinner, " Bcho 
•ometh with clouds, and every eye shall st 
and they also which pierced Him ; and a 
eds of the earth shall wail because o 
Even so, Amen." O sinner, how wil 
ndure the day of His coming P How will 
tand when He appearethP His counte- 
will be like lightning, and His eyes as a 
>f fire, and His voice as the majestic roar 
y waters. "What will you do ? How will 
i\ ? What can you say ? flee, flee to 
2n arms now • ~" J 
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tbo abominations that are done in the laud? 
Happy mourner, you shall be comforted Are 
you living in the joyful expectation of your 
mourning days being soon terminalod P Death 
to you, will be the gate of life, The coming of 
Jesus, the grand Jubilee of your soul. Is the 
coming of Jesus your blessed hope, the object of 
your ardent, unquenchable desire P If so, blessed 
are you, for the spirit of glory and of God rcsfceth 
upon you. Lift up your head for your redemp- 
tion draweth nigh, deliverance ia at hand, the 
days of your mourning will soon be ended. 



° Happy hour ! when saints are gaining 
That bright crown they long'd to wear • 

Not one spot of sin remaining, 
Not one pang of earthly care. 

Oh, to rest in peace for ever, 
Join'd with happy souls above ; 

Where no foe* my heart can sever 
From the Saviour whom I love. 

This the hope that shall sustain me 

Till life's pilgrimage be p? st ; 
Fears may vex, and troubles pain me ; 

I shall reach my home at last." 



aforted. Ar. 
ition of tc^t f 
,ted? 3>e»3 
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THE WORK OF CHE 

"But now once in the end of the i 
appeared to put away sin by t 
himself."— Heb. ix. 26. 

The incarnation of the Lord Jesi 
the most glorious event in all time 
greatest miracle. Jesus always ex 
is God. But the Word became fie 
amtmg us. He came to manifest < 
▼eal the Divine name. To satisfy 
the Divine government. To offe 
sacrifice for Hi3 creatures sin. ] 
ordained, before the foundation of 
become a Lamb ; a pure, spotless 
so He may make an atonement fc 
gressions. The time of His appear 
in the everlasting covenant, by the 
mutable decree of God. At the en 
when the Mosaic economy had ansv 
He was to appear; and when \? 



Lands, and He 
delight to do Th 
The design ( 
away sin. Sin 
God, and accept 
God's eye, as t 
universe; itwa 
mendous charge 
a creature. !M 
streams of bloo 
No creature co 
it out of sight, 
be removed fro 
from us as a c 
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dispose of bis own person for this object. One 
who would merit our deliverance by so disposing 
of himself. One who being able to merit, had 
the disposition. These qualifications only meet 
in Jesus, and blessed be His dear and adorable 
name, He appeared once hi the end of the world 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
Sin could only be expiated by a sacrifice, and 
crifiee worthy of God to receive, A sacrifice 
- could honourably be placed against all the 
i of all the persons who shall be saved by it. 
the sacrifices offered for four thousand years 
insufficient. God was not satisfied 
He found no pleasure in them, 
le would not have them continued, for they 
could expiate no sin, atone for no ones guilt, 
honour no perfection of God's nature, nor meet 
one of the claims of God's government. Then 
said Jesus, " Lo, I come in the volume of the 
nook it is written of me, I delight to do thy 
will, O my God ; yea, thy law" or command- 
ment, "is within my heart." This law, or com 
mandment, He referred to when teaching His 
disciples, He said, " I lay down my life for the 
sheep : therefore doth my Father love me, he- 
cause I Jaj down my life, that I ^ 
again. No man taketh it from mc, Y>\& V\»?\ ^ N 
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down of m yself. I hare power to lay it dowB 
and I have power to take it again. This com 
mandment have J received of my Father'* Jean 
came therefore, and offered himself. His saori 
ike was voluntary, there was no compulsion ; i 
was necessary, there could bo no salvation witii 
out it ; it was sufficient, there needed n 
repetition, or addition, He necdeth not now 
as other priests, to ofFer up sacrifices, first fa 
his own sins, and then for the peoples ; for tUi 
lie did once, when he offered up himself, Blesse 
Saviour ! thou didst appear on purpose to pn 
away our sins, having agreed that they shoul 
bo placed to thy account, punished in th 
person, and expiated Hy thy death I Thou dids 
die the just, for the unjust, to bring us to God 
Thou didst bear our sins in thine own body o 
the tree, that we being dead to sins, might Hv 
unto righteousness ; and by thy stripes we ar 
healed. O for grace to believe the testimony 
rejoice in the fact, and bless and praise Thy hoi 
and most glorious name for ever ! 

Observe then, if Jesus died in our stead, w 
shall never die : for the surety, and those • fc 
whom he paid the penalty, must not both suffei 
If Jesus put away our sins, there is to us n 
condemnation. Henee the Apostle demandi 



any thing to the char^o of God 
- It is God that justineth, Wbo is lie 
condcinnetb. It is Christ that died, yea, 
?r that is risen again, who b even at the 
t hand of God, who also raaketh intercession 
ts/' A*d oonckdcs, -There h therefore 

st Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, bat 
• the spirit." If Jesus hath appeared to put 
<■ the sins of some, of any, by the sacrifice of 
elf; and if having done so salvation is the 
It, then we should search out our interest 
is glorious work of Christ. Did he put 
r my sins by the sacrifice of himself ? Can 
ieve this fact ? Do I realize it ? Has the 
r Spirit ever borne witness to it in my 
sience, or sealed it on my heart ? Wc 
ild plead the one, all-sufficient sacrifice 
lirist, for our present and everlasting ac- 
d of all sin before God. We should also 
ct the pardon of every sin, when we confess 
efore God, because Jesus hath made a;« 
smcnt for it, and God has promised to for- 
it. Brethren, let us trust in this one offor- 
f Jesus without fear. It was \&sx>kssr 
. It was the offering o£ Vviwv^v^^* 
dood united to the DiVme \ *\\* 
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of the man, who was one with God, The matter 
of the sacrifice was found in the hum an nature, 
the merit flowed from the Divine. There caa 
be therefore no limit to the merit of this one 
sacrifice. Let us then, not only accept this one 
sacrifice to plead before God, and to build our 
everlasting hopes upon ; but let us offer to Him 
our bodies and souk to be His living sacrifice*, 
that so we may give hiui glory. Reader, there 
is no pardon for thy soul, bat through the offering 
up of the body of Jesus as a sacrifice for thy 
ains; for without the shedding of bis blood, 
there is no remission. But through the 
glorious work of Jesus, there is pardon for all sin, 
and for every sinner, who renouncing bis own 
works aad supposed worthiness, looks to, trusts 
in, and pleads before God, the blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son. If you perish it will not be 
because you have sinned merely, but because 
you have rejected, and refused to seek accept- 
ance with God, through the one offering of His 
beloved Son. 



THE EXALTATION OF JESUS. 



K That at the name of Jesus every knee should 
bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth, and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father 
Phil, ii, 10, 1L 

I humiliation of Jesus is a wondrous sub- 
That God should become man, and as 
live and labour on earth lite a creature, 
/ years ; and then deliver himself up to 
, bleed, and die. That His body should 
i the grave for three days, and then arise 
spiritual, glorious, and immortal, A pattern 
^fcody, like unto which, all the bodies of His 
faints are to be moulded at the resurrection. 
^But having thus lived, laboured, died, and rose 
^gain ; it is not so wonderful, that He should 
Ascend up, where He was before. • That He 
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should be crowned with glory and honour 
That all tilings should bo put under His feet, 
That He should he constituted head over all 
things for the good of His body, the Church. 
"Wherefore God also liath highly exalted Him, 
and given Him a name which is above every 
name ; that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow," Spirit of God* glorifier of Jesua, 
descend and help our meditations, glorify 
Jesus before us, and endear Jesus unto us ! Lrt 
us notice, 

First, the Redeemers right ta universal 

homage and obedience* All intelligent creatures 

arc under solemn obligation to Him as their 
Creator, for all things were made by Him^ and 
for Him, and without Him was not anything 
made that was made. As their Creator, there- 
fore, He has the strongest claims upon their 
homage and obedience. But as the Saviour, all 
are bound to honour Him, for as such He is now 
supreme; but especially men, for though all are 
not ultimately saved by Him, all derive great 
benefits from His meditation and atonement. 
" He is the Saviour of all men, especially of 
them that believe." All are amenable to Him 
as tlie Governor, and the Judge. He is King 
of Kings, and Lord of lords, the Governor 
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ig the nations. He has a right to rule, l 
exercises that right. He has a right 
action, reverence, and obedience, as t. 
irnor, and He claims that right. He 
;rnor now, He will appear as the Judg 
Before His bar all must stand. Tt 
every one must give account. By Him all 
be acquitted or condemned, rewarded or 
*ied. Every one must appear before Hhn 
^count for their rejection, if they have re- 
Him; for their rebellion, if they have 
aid died in rebellion against Him j for 
ibelief, if they have refused to believe in 
and for their contempt, if they have 
Him contemptuously. All must be 
for all shall bow. Believers bow be- 
now, and obtain by faith and prayer 
tion that is in Him which issues in 
ory. Angels bow before Him with 
nd with praise. The sni^ 1 " 
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spirit, and the humblest j tbe moat exalted, an> 
the most debased j the holiest, and the HHN 
depraved ; shall alike do Uim homage, 
from love or i'car. the glory of the : 
sorrows then 1 

Secondly, the connection instituted httu 
the Son's right t and the Father's glory* "£v 
tongue should confess that Jesua Christ is ] 
to the glory of God the rather." If 1 
not glorified, the father is dishonoured, f 
possesses the fulness of the one Divine i 
In Him dwelleth all the fulness of the 
bodily, He wrns God bj nature,, He bceam 
man by grace* He is now the God*n*an, and a 
such entitled to honour, praise, and glory, Th 
Father will the Son honoured, He decree 
it in the counsels of eternity, He has publishc 
it in Ilia holy ward. He commands it in Hi 
everlasting gospel, lie threatens all that refua 
to honour Him, and is determined to pun is 
tlu tin Hence we read in prophecy, " Look unt 
Me, and be ye saved, all ye ends of the earth 
fori am God, and there is none else. I hav 
sworn by mjaelf, the word is gone out of m, 
mouth in righteousness, and shtdl not retun 
That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongu 
feltail swear. Surely shall one say, in the Lor> 



23, 25. JDvery enemy of Jesus shall 
be filled with confusion, clothed with shame, 
and doomed to suffer. The Saviour himself in- 
form us, " This is the will of Him that sent me, 
that all men should honour the Son, even as 
ey honour the Father." The Son always 
ght and aimed at the glory of the Father, 
the Father will maintain ami secure the 
r of the Son. No one can exalt Jeans too 
No one can honour Jesua either above 
5 deserts, or above his rights. The highest 
, the brightest crown, and the most power- 
[ sceptre are His. " His kingdom is an ever- 
ting kingdom, and His dominion endureth 
at all generations." O for grace to 
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said, an& He will do il, He hath spoken, and He 
will make it good. He will not give His glory 
to another, for He is jealous of His glory \ it is 
to His glory that every knee bow to His Son, 
and every tongue confess to Him ; and His 
glory must be secured, Kg one ever sunk so 
low as Jesus, and no one will ever be raised bo 
fa ; He richly deserves our confidence, esteem, 
reverence, love, and ohedieaec ; and we rob Him 
of His right if we wit hold them. May Jesus 
have the highest place in out thou^hlsj affec- 
tions, and desires ; may we so live, as to 
honour Jlim ; so die, as to bring glory to Him ; 
and thus spend a blissful eternity in ascribing 
glory and honour, salvation and power unto His 
iee blessed name. 



" Every foe must fly before Him, 
Earth and bell shall fori his pim\Y; 

llenv'n arid earth with joy adore Iliiu 
Hail, the lonp expected bonr ; 
Hallelujah, 

Jesus has almi.Ldiiy power." 



1 




"It is a faithful saying, and worthy ol 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into 
world to save sinners :" and it is equally 1 
aud faithful, that He is gone to receive a k 
dom, and intends to return. We have 
word and His Spirit ; but, as the man, we 1 
not His presence, for He is at His Fath 
right hand, expecting till His enemies be ir. 
His footstool. We are recognised as His, 
are required not only to confess Him, but t< 
employed for Him. To every Christian He 
given some talent ; and to every one who 
any talent, He says, " Occupy till I come." 

Here is an event referred to, — the sec 
coming of Jesus. He is now absent, but 
will return. His coming is certain, for He 
pledged His word : it is necessary, for 
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present state both of the world and the church 
requires it. When He will come is unknown. 
He intended it to be a profound secret. That 
period is not made known either by Himself or 
His servants. It is concealed for wise aud holy 
purposes. It may be immediately, or it may 
not be for a long time to come. We can fix no 
date, and if we are wise we shall not attempt it. 
It is one of the secret things which belong to 
the Lord. All we have to do is, to keep it 
constantly in view, act in full prospect of it, and 
be ready at any time for it. It will never be 
anything but a mercy to the diligent, devoted, 
rod decided servant of Ood. Not to know 
srhen He will come, but to be ready for His 
xncing, is my business and yours. His coming, 
whenever it is, will be sudden. As a thief in 
the night the Son of Man will come, — when men 
ire crying, Peace and safety, — when the virgins 
ire slumbering and sleeping, — when some have 
he talent wrapped up in the napkin and put 
carefully away, He will come. Sudden as the 
ightning*s flash, will Jesus the second time ap- 
>ear. It will be solemn. The last trumpet will 
iound. The heavens will pass away with a 
jreat noise. The dead in Christ will arise. He 
vill appear in the clouds, and all His holy angels 
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with Him. The convulsed elements, the rising 
dead, the noise in the expanse, aud TTia appear- 
ance in Ilia own glory, and His Father's glory, 
will make it most solemn. It will be magniQ- 
eently glorious. Unequalled in grandeur, splen 
dour and majesty. Now He appears, not as the 
babe in Bethlehem, not as the man of sorrows, 
not as the thorn-crowned king, not as the cruci 
fled Nazarene, but as King of kings, and Lord 
of lords, and as the Head of His body f lie 
church. Robed with light* and crowned with 
glory, IT is very countenance will strike terror 
into his foes, and make them cry for the rocks to 
fall on them, and the hills to cover them, and 
hide them from His piercing eye, " Behold, He 
cimieth with clouds, and every eye shall see Him, 
and they also tliat pierced Him ; and all kindreds 
of the earth shall wail because of Him." Hence, 
also, His own words : " Behold, I come as a 
thief. Blessed is he that watcheth and keepeth 
his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see 
his shame. " Blessed is that servant, whom his 
Lord, when He cometh, shall find so doing." 

Here is a command, — " Occupy till I come" 
The Lord gives talents to the whole of His 
servants. To some five, to some two, and to 
some one. Or, He distributes His money; 
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a pound, and each is expected to 

account. The talents are to be era- 
fi order to be improved and increased, 
hath, and employs his talent, improves 

to Mm that bath employed and un- 
it shall be given, and be ahall have 
cc. We may know what we have, but 
it know wbat it may become if diligently 
I, The industrious tradesman may be- 

a very small capital, but by " tact and 
e may become one of our merchant 

born in a hired cottage, he may end 
j in a mansion of his own; in youth 
to borrow of others, in age able to lend 
So it is in Christ's kingdom, — we rise 
;es, and rise only by diligence, devoted- 

1 zeal. Every servant has some talent, 
ne is left without : if he has not five 
ic has at least one, and that one is to 
•ycd. 

have a talent to teach children to read, 
nfold to their minds the gospel of the 
jod. This is an important talent, — not 
lid as some, but perhaps quite as useful, 
; is not the napkin, but tta, ^s»Vtw«sw. 
be feared, that wV\\e tWfc w tokk* ^ 
)is languishing or Vst 



too pioud. They work too hard in t 
that is, they may spend all their energ 
world and for the flesh, and then must bn 
because none are left to be employed fi 
They are — but time would fail to notic 
numerable excuses made for idlenes 
selfishness, and carnality in its thousand 
you can teach, and do not, be sure, 
grounds, that your Lord does not wan 
expect you, to teach. If you did U 
have given it up, be eure that you h 
Lord's warrant, signed by His own '. 
quitting the field. Children are growi 
ignorance, young people are going t 
droves, and you wrap your talent in i 
and spend your Lord's day in self-k 
and criminal ease. This is not obeying 
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inay go to hell if every one acts like they do. 
We know how the flesh cries out, the distance 
is great, the weather may be bad, the cottage- 
room is inconvenient, the congregation is small ; 
or, I have tried, but seem to have preached in 
vain; Look at Jesus Himself, when he went 
through the towns and villages preaching. Did 
He flinch because of weather, distance, incon- 
venience, or even want of success ? No, His 
Father's will was His rule ; and to glorify His 
Father's name was His highest end. Look at 
the apostles, persecuted, defamed, made a spec- 
tacle and a gaziug-stock to angels and to men ; 
did they throw up their commission, wrap up 
their talent in the napkin, and ingloriously quit 
the field P No, they all acted upon the princi- 
ple which caused one to exclaim, in reference to 
bonds and imprisonmeut, " None of these things 
move me; neither count I my life dear unto 
myself, so that I might finish my course with 
joy, and the ministry that I have received of the 
Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of 
God." Over kind wives, and over tender 
parents, by persuasions keep many at home for 
their own gratification, who ought to be em- 
ployed in publishing the good news of a free 
salvation to poor ignorant sinners. The flesh, 



sermons month after month, who ougl 
out and preach them ! If they can pr< 
sermon a week, and there is any place 
the gospel at hand, they ought to pr 
and if they can only preach one sermon 
they ought to do that. How different 
the state of the villages of England 
Christian had laid out his talent in 
laying it up ! Reader, can you speak • 
in plain English, for twenty minutes, tc 
or a score poor cottagers P Is there an 
or back street, or dark district, in yo 
where you may so speak P If so, do 
your talent P If not, are you justified 
iug your Lord's money in the earth ? 
attending to His command, " Occupy til 
Some have a talent for writimr. and tl 
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r should a nervous feeling, or fear of not 
tiing before others, cause any one to wrap it 
^he napkin* Some have a talent for singing, 
jod lias given them a voice, an car, and grace 
to heart, and this talent should bo used for 
fj glory. Some have a talent for convert- 
l, — tbey can interest and impress others when 
y talk with them j tbey should be careful to 
ak of Jesus, and try and win souls for Him* 
nc could, by visiting and persuasion, induce 
sons to attend public worship who neglect it; 
[ they should endeavour to crowd the house, 
oe have money, — that is a talent, and God 
uires that we use it for Him. Reader, I 
>w not what talent you have ; but you have 
le. It may be only one; or it may be several. 
5 you using your talent for Jesus ? Are you 
ng a place in the field, performing a work in 
world, or, in the words of the text, are you 
upying until Jesus comes ? 
Cvcry talent brings with it responsibility. It 
;iven us for the good of others. We are 
ud to use it. We must give an account of 
it we have done with it. Every one of us is 
nd by the command of Jesus. He \& wcs. 
ful King. We are His subyifcte, Vs^ 
redeemed by His blood kom^i^^^ xxv> 



will soon come, demand an account, 
every one of us according to 
Authority, — His authority, — binds 1 
tude should cod strain us to do all 
His glory and praise. Reader, wha 
done for thee P Dost thou know ? 
thou doing for Jesus? Are you 
say P What might you do P What 
promised you P Can you guess P ] 
great and glorious, that it has not c 
the heart of man to conceive Can 
so much from Him, and yet manifi 
love, and be satisfied to do so little 
Take down the napkin, unwrap the 
the money into the bank, and get 1 
ready "against the Master comes. Car 

T.of flio narf 1 .nrA'aAnxr flnrl xrrm in 
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llagers do not want long, dry, tame, tedious 
^courses; they love something short, plain, 
>inted, warm from the heart, full of Christ, and 
>rroborated by the man's own experience, 
otter interest for fifteen minutes, than speak 
xty without. Can you write ? Write at once 
> one or more with a view to save the soul, 
an you pray vocally ? Be sure and be regular 
the prayer-meeting. Can you singP Let 
e church and congregation have the benefit of 
>ur voice. Can you converse ? Visit on pur- 
tso to speak of Jesus. Can you induce chil- 
en to come to the Sunday School, or adults 

come and hear the gospel ? Try. Begin at 
ce. Let no one near you have to say, " I was 
yer asked to go to chapel. No one ever in- 
tod my children to the school. No one ever 
oke to me about my soul." Have you money? 
ve a fair proportion to God's cause, to carry 

His glorious work in the world. This will 

to carry out the Lord's command, " Occupy 
1 1 come' 9 

Let each one of us ask, — Eirst, Do I know 
mt talent I have P Have I examined P Did 
sver try if I could teach, preach, pray, sing, 
ite, converse, or induce persons to seek the 
vation of their souls P Secondly, Do I realise 
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* Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he 
is none of His."— Rom. viii. 9. 

The Apostle is dwelling npon the high privi- 
leges, and distinct peculiarities of the Lord's 
people. He affirms, that to them, there is no 
condemnation; and that their union to Christ 
is so. strong and permanent, that there shall be 
no separation. Delivered from the law that 
condemns, united to Christ who justifies, their 
present lot is precious, and their future pros- 
pects glorious. True they may be persecuted, 
tried, and tempted; but the indwelling Spirit 
-working for them, and the Advocate above 
pleading their cause, conquest was certain ; yea, 
He could triumph and exclaim, "In all these 
things, we are more than conquerors, through 
Him that loved us." What a mercy to be free 



Can we know then who they are v 
Jesus ? Can we ascertain if we a: 
privileged number P Yes, the tex 
mere pretenders, but it establishes 
every true believer. Let us consii 
First, the claim to be consid< 
That is, His disciples. A disciple 
having selected a master, puts him: 
instruction, and takes a place at Hi 
Moses speaks of the saints, "The; 
Thy feet, every one shall receive o 
To be a disciple, one must have a 
able spirit, and be willing, yea, d 
taught by Jesus. We are not G 
have not been brought to His feet 
by Him. The claim is to be cc 
servants. The servants of Chr 
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re Me, him shall my Father honour," No 

is really Christ's servant, who does not 
aw, or imitate Him ; but those who do, may 
t forward to honour j such honour, as only 
I can bestow, and only the servants of Christ 

receive. The claim is to be considered His 
'Aral. Though exalted hi^h at the right 
d of the Father, He is not ashamed, before 
:hc celestial host, to call His poor people, 
s are suffering here below, bretlirem They 
bone of His bone, flesh of Ilia flesh ; they 
s the same spirit, and constitute so many 
;s of the one great family, destined to honour, 

glorify God for ever. O what an honour to 
a brother of Jesus! Jesus, who is the 
•htness of glory, King of kings, and Lord of 
s. But this honour have all his saints. 

claim is to be considered Has bride. The 
le church is the bride of Jesus, the Lamb's 
So represented because of the closeness 
lis union with them, and the greatness of 

love to them. It is a peculiar dignity put 
a them. A dignity in which even the 
;ls do not share. His bride will partake 
1 Him of all His honour, happiness 
adour. She will share mtVl&m Vcv ^ 
xificence and glory oi the ^crc\k \£> «so»- 
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Unutterable privilege this, to be the bride of 
Jesus, the sharer of all His wealth, dignity, and 
honour ! What a claim for such poor, depraved, 
sinful worms as we are to make, to be the dis- 
ciples, servants, brethren, and bride of Jesus, 

But this is not all, such claim to be entitled 
to all the promises of His word. The many, 
exceeding great, and very precious promises. 
Promises to fulfil which, would exhaust any 
treasures, but the infinite treasures of God Him- 
self, Promises, vast as eternity, and varied as 
the wants of man. Promises which have sus- 
tained, supported, and supplied millions ; and 
will sustain, support, and supply millions more. 
All the promises are in Jesus, and all belong to 
those who belong to Jesus. They claim to be 
entitled to all the provisions of His house. The 
glorious gospel, the blessed ordinances, and the 
presence of the great householder himself. Oh, 
that gospel, so full of grace, so radiant with the 
love of God, so suited to the poor sinner, so 
adapted to the needy soul ! Those ordinances, 
in which God meets with man, unfolds His 
glories, imparts His blessings, and nourishes and 
refreshes the soul. They claim also to be en- 
titled to all the prospects of His chosen. To be 
kings and priests unto God, and to reign on the 
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To be filled with all the fulness of God. 
3 exactly like Jesus, and eternally with 
What a claim ! A claim whieh em- 
t all God's promises, all His churches 
ion, and all the glowing prospeets of His 
:d ones. We must now consider, 
ondly, The requirement necessary to 
ish such a claim. The Spirit of Christ. By 
e do not understand a thing, but a person ; 
disposition, but the author of every graci- 
d holy disposition in man. The most holy 
er blessed Spirit of God, by whom we are 
unto the day of redemption. How shall 
dw if we have the Spirit of Christ P By 
tie Spirit of Christ, always convinces us 
need of Christ. He shows us that Jesus, 
sus only will meet our case. That we 
lave Christ or perish. That there is for 
pardon, but in His blood ; no justification, 
His righteousness ; no holiness, but by 
tirit ; no obedience, but through His grace ; 
ven, but by His merits. He conducts to 
>ss of Christ. He will not allow us to 
the crucifix, at saints, or angels, or even 
od works; but He leads us away from 
he cross. There we bring our load of 
our slavish fears, our heart breaking 

Y 



generates m our nearts ine unquencna 
to be like Jesus. Under His teaching 
exclaim, to be like Him! Holy 
holy ! Harmless, as He was harmles 
breathe His loving spirit, to walk in 
and to be exactly conformed to Him ! 
those who have the Spirit of Chrisl 
satisfied until they awake up in His 
He consecrates us to the service < 
Saved by His grace, comforted by ] 
destined to be conformed to His imag 
not but wish to be engaged to Him, 
ployed for Him, to glorify Him in o 
souls, and spirits, which are His. I 
been convinced of our need of Christ, 
cross of Christ, are being conform< 
image of Christ, and are consecrati 



1 be Spirit of Christ, tlierefjre, is opposed to 
,» comity, bondage, sni covelou&ness. 
we may not only have the Spirit of Christ, 
ic filled with the Spirit, and be influenced 
in every act, and every moment ! 
e Lord Jesus will not own all that el aim 
and wish to be considered His. Many 
iay, " Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied 
liy name, and in Thy name done many 
erful works; then will I profess unto 
, I never knew you, depart from me ye 
work iniquity." Unfounded confidence is 
jdingly dangerous. Self-examination is 
fore necessary. The Spirit of Christ is the 
proof and evidence that we are Christ's, 
ing short of this will do, nothing short of 
iliould satisfy us. If we are satisfied with 
ling short of this, we shall be found building 
sanely foundation, and our house will fall, 
er, search thy heart, examine thy life, 
thou the Spirit of Jesus ? That Spirit of 
power, and of a sound mind ? That Spirit 
ekness, patience, fortitude, and forbearance? 
Spirit of faith, fervour, and devotion ? The 
b that rested on Jesus, acted \w. Sessas^-axA. 
nanifested by Jesus? ^em^X 
in some measure on eax\\\, SSl ^Vq^ 
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! * Nevertheless He regarded their affliction when 
He heard their cry."— Psalms cvi. 44. 

Sin is that horrible thing which God hates. Sin 
no where appears so hateful to God as when 
aeen in His own people. In them it has pecu- 
liar aggravations, for He has shewn such love 
to them, wrought so singularly for them, and 
conferred so many and such great blessings upon 
them. Christian, your sins, and mine, have 
peculiar aggravations. They touch the loving 
tieart of God. They grieve Him. They cause 
Him to speak against us, to chastise us, and to 
ay us low. Nothing ought to affect us so much 
is sin. It should humble us. It should break 
>ur hearts, and fill us with sorrow. Sins before 
conversion are bad, but sins after conversion are 
i thousand times worse. Israels conduct, very 
jorrectly represents ours ; and the conduct of 





God towards Israel, very 
God's conduct towards us, 
these points. Let us consider then, iheh 

Co*D ition , The j w e re afflicted, dcej 
ted. The enemy had possession of the* 
hardly with them, and sorely oppressed 
Such is our case at times, as it is wril 
** Fools, because of their transgression, and 
cJiuse of their iniquities are afflicted. 1 
soul abhorreth all manner of meat, aod 
draw near unto the gates of death." 
afflictions are sometimes in body, — whateverl 
nature, God selects them ; whatever part ' 
attack, God directs them ; however long 
continue, God commissions them. There h 
chance in the case, nor is there any mist 
Sin, one sin, generally brings bitter sor 
But perhaps more are afflicted in mind tha 
body. Sometimes we are left in doubt 
darkness ; we can neither read over evidei 
nor sec our way. All our Ebenezars are 
scured as it were in mist, and gloom and sad 
rests upon the soul. The past appears deluj 
the present dreary, and the future perilous, 
do business in deep waters, while neither 
moon, nor stars appear. The mind sinks, 1 
is ready to give vay ; and then comes tem 
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tions and terrors. Temptations to sin, to des 
pc ration, and to despair. Temptations aecom 
panied with power, stick power us causes alarji 
atid distressing agitations. Othe distres 
which some have to wade through, ij 
pieace of Satanic influence, the Lord hiditij 
His face, and the terrible rebukes of an hones 
conscience ! Such are generally, at such times 
very tender of sin, and walk softly before th< 
Lord. Many believers are a filleted in thei: 
circumstances. Providence frowns upon them 
They have many claims arid calls which thej 
cannot meet, or can only do io with the ntmosi 
difficulty. The brook, like Elijah's, dries up 
The resources seem to fail. Vexation and dis 
its try and harrass the mind, for thej 
have [uany wants and woes. What t]iey have 
they cannot enjoy, on account of the chums foi 
what they have not ; and they have to learn oul 
hi this trial, that they arc as much dependant 
open God, lor the power of enjoyment, as t hev 
arc for power to obtain, Many arc the alike I ion 
of the righteous. The Lord's people arc a pooi 
and afflicted people. They have to rat lh 
/*aschal lamb, with bitter herbs-, vuvd. GW. 
fitter they sometimes are\ AN v ^ 
Slider the cause of this, or \ooV vx\> W\w >$&v 



AFFLICTION REGARDED, 329 

We have learned the ways of the world as to 
tricks in trade, carnal contrivances, and worldly 
We Lave set up an idol in our 
, in onr houses, and even in our temples. 
: good Lord pardon every one of us. It was 
cruel, for they " shed innocent blood, even the 
blood of their boos and of their daughters, whom 
they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan ; and the 
land was polluted with blood." Wo may plead 
guiltless as to the blood of the body, but there 
is (he blood of souk. How many of us have 
sacrificed our children to the idols of the present 
fashion, custom, dress, dancing, and 
conformity in general. Look at the 
i given, Look at the company chosen. 
: at the practices indulged in. Can it be 
said, that we realize the value of the soul, and 
seek first and principally the salvation of our 
children and friends, with the glory of God ? 
O how many of our children have been sacrificed 
to form, fashion, and the various idols of the 
world ! It was ungrateful, for they not only 
" despised the pleasant land," but " they pro- 
voked the spirit of Moses, so that he spake un- 
advisedly with his lips." Here too \vc axo. 
£^\n\ty t for hy our conduct we, ^\w^sA 
X> crplexed, and grieved Go&s> ^ 
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have been a great trouble to them. Turn m 
now to their, 

City, "They cried unto the Lord in their 
trouble." This cry arose from anguish of soul 
and distress of mind. They felt that they must 
have vent, for the sorrow that was pent up hi 
the heart, could not otherwise be borne* 
n right hearty cry. It was to God, 
against whom they bad sinned , who had 
them into distress, who alone could deliver 
them. It was with fervour, the energetic cry. 
The cry that had feeling, energy, and power in it. 
The cry that God conld not withstand. Many 
of our cries are so formal, so heartless, that they 
make no impression upon God, but there are 
cries that enter into the ears, sink into the heart, 
and stir up all the sympathies of the Lord God 
of Sabaoth. It continued until they were de- 
livered. Do we need a blessing ? Do we ask a 
favour ? Do we seek Divine interferauce ? 
We must persevere in our application. We 
must not only ask but seek, nor leave off at 
seeking, but knock. Like the importunate 
widow, we must cry until we obtain redress. 
Like the friend who wanted bread, we must 
persevere until we obtain. As God's elect, we 
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must cry day and night unto God, uniil He have 
upon us. Glance we now at, their 
Comfort. " Nevertheless lie re guv tied their 
when He heard Heir cry/* It was 
piteous, so touching, He could not resist. 
How much comfort is sometimes wrapped up in 
ii word. This word, " nevertheless" is full of 
holy comfort, and the Bible is full of instances 
in which it is thus used. Hence Nehemiah 
confesses, when he had acknowledged Israel's 
M Nevertheless^ for Thy great mercies sake 
Thou didst not utterly consume them, nor for- 
them ; for Thou art a gracious and merci- 
God/* So David, " I said in my haste I am 
cut oil from before thine eyes : nevertheless Thou 
heardest the voice of my supplication when I 
cried unto Thee. 1 ' So the Lurd Himself, 
alluding to His backsliding people, " Neverthe- 
less, my lovingkindness will I not utterly take 
from him, nor suffer My faithfulness to fail : 
My covenant will I not break, nor alter the 
thing that is gone out of my lips." So before, 
in this very Psalm, part, of which we are con- 
sidering, " Nevertheless He saved them for His 
Barnes sake, that He migUt \cvi^ \\\v^\\ 
~^>owcr to be known." A.ud so, wve.c wa^^ 
Apostle Paul, alluding to so\\\c nn\i^> 



the liord comforts .His poor, polluted, 
worthy people. Nevertheless I wlia 
free, sovereign, longsuffering, all cor 
grace. He regarded their affliction, w 
" Like as a father pitieth his children 
Lord pitieth them that fear Him, He 
our frame, He remembereth that we ar 
He wrought for them with men, "I 
them also to be pitied, of all them that 
them captives." He impressed His ow 
upon the hearts of their very enemies, 
pitied them. Who is a God like unto o 
He effected their deliverance to the gloi 
own name, and blessed be that holy i 
shall be glorified in our ultimate, compl 
everlasting deliverance, from all sin, all 
all darkness, all fears, and all foes. 
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are poor, vile, polluted, unworthy, 
ungrateful, wretched creatures ; 
, lie will regard our affliction when 
us cry. Lei us still cry. We may 
ery long and loud, but we shall not cry 
vain. lie wlio put the cry into our heart, 
11 hear it, own it, honour it, and answer it. 
y poor, afflicted, dejected friend, cry on, and 
re the Lord no rest, until lie arise and have 
ircy upon you. Though He seems now to 
)se His ear, and turn His back, He will turn 
ain, He will have compassion upon thee, and 
11 cast all thy sins into the depths of the sea. 
Let us yet expect. Our case is not, cannot 
desperate. With the Lord there is mercy, 
d with Him is plenteous redemption. He is 
enteous in mercy unto all them that call upon 
im. However tried, therefore, however tempted, 
>\vever low we may have sunk, let us not 
■spair, let us still cry mightily to God, and let 
; yet expect that He will arise and have mercy 
•on us ; making this our motto, " Hope on 
pe ever" 
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** Go and sit down in the lowest room." 

Lu 

Pride is peculiarly offensive to 
will not allow it in His presence. 1 
smile upon the person that indulges ii 
exceedingly offensive to Jesus, the 
lowly Jesus. It was the exact contra 
self. He testified against it in His 
reproved it with His tongue. . Wliei 
His fellow countrymen, indulging in 1 
a feast, choosing the best and most 
places ; He put forth a parable to rep: 



TTIB PLACE TO CM OOf 



ili ;it liumbleth himself shall be ci 
- much the place, da t he tpiri 
to take it, for a man may fcal 
with tlia proudest heart ; bt 
state of -the heart, manifests i 
conduct. The lowly will take tl 
The humble will go and stand by i 
not proudly go up before the 1 
Pharisee. Jesus here gives us, 

A Direction. "Go and sit 
lowest room." That is, be humbh 
humble. Have low views of youn 
your own sinfulness, misery, and 
jour eyes. Never forget your 
former character, your deserved dc 
all the difference between you ar 
must be ascribed to free and sov 
Have low views of your talents, dc 
if God has given you many. ] 
yourself upen what is only lent y< 
be recalled at any moment ; have y 
to be proud of that which increases 
sibility, lays you under deeper o 
intended to be only used to the 
^iver, and for the use of which, yo 
«n account ? Have low views ^ 
-zjjpfits, they are not wliat 



your rights, few have correct views 
men, we have our rights among 
but as sinners, what rights have 
The rights of a rebel in arms ? 
rebel subdued ? The rights of a 
talks of these F What are they 
the prison, the block, or the halter ? Y 
the rights of a sinner before God, but tl: 
condemnation, and eternal punishment 
Oh, let us be humble, for humility beco 
Have low thoughts of your place. W 
it originally ? The dung-hill. What, 
grace, would it have been eternally 
bottomless pit. What should it be now 
dust, the lowest place. Oh, Christian, 
never lay too low before God, we can i 
too humble in God's church, and even 
our fallow men, we shall only he rtspci 
more, if we show that like our beloved 
we arc meek and lowly of heart! * f Beti 
of a humble spirit with the lowly, than t 
the spoil with the proud." Consider we 
Design of this direction. It is to 
spirits. There are many false spirits, go 
into the world in the name of Christ, 



saints, the chief of sinrjera. Ob, t 
place tries many ! They cannot tuki 
j) roil d spirit will not stoop to it. V 
to be considered nothing? Am I to 
feet of saints who arc poor day labour 
, tax collectors, and mere servai 
r Jesus did, and said, "I have le 
►le, that ye should do as I have 
Oh, the lowest place tries the 
is to teat our principles, we profess s 
ating principles, hut do we possess i. 
prepared to be nothing P To he 
ling. To be used as nothing. 1 
mot deserving the Lord's notice as 
Lord's regard. How easy to p 
/-denying principles of the gospel, 

*nd self with the robe of the Saviour 
^prill not do, we are in the sight o{ Q 
^heart ia. The professed ^tok^* 
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point them to the lowest room, but they take 
the highest, and claim it ai a right- It is to 
prevent pride, which Jesus bates ; and preju- 
dice, which injures the church ; and disappoint- | 
meufc, which harrasses the spirit ; and confusion, 
which nils with agitation and distress. Our 
Lord would have us ornamental, useful^ and 
happy ; therefore he say a, " Take the lowest 
room, 11 We Will now more particularly con- 
sider the 

IIeasohts, why we should take the Jowtst 
mom, Because Jesus did, He made himself of 

no reputation, and took upon Him the form of 
a servant, a slave ■ He made Himself servant of 
al^ lowest of all ; He pleased not Himself. He 

was among His disciples as one that servetk 
He was at every ones beck and call. He re- 
fused no one, but did all, and everything that 
was requested of Him ; and said, " It is enougli 
for the servant, that he be as his Lord." Be- 
cause the greatest Apostle did. He said, " I j 
am not worthy to be called an Apostle." Again, 
" Though I be free from all men, yet have I 
made myself servant unto all, that I might save 
the more." He adds, " Be ye imitators of Me, 
even as I also am o£ Christ." "Give none 
offence, neither to Uis^e^^^^^^^vle^ 
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lie Cburch of God. Even as I please 
, not seeking mine own proGt, but the 
f many, that they may be saved." Be- 
ll do, just in proportion as they know 
ves, realize the power of free grace, and 
loscly with God. The experimental 
Ige of ourselves will be sure to humble 
sensible power of the grace of God will 
ower still, but nearness to God will anni- 
eif altogether, and we shall feel that we 
hing, less than nothing, and vanity. 
; it qualifies us to rise, for " before 
is humility ;" and commends us to God, 
I men, and to conscience. The Lord 
spect to the lowly. He says, " To this 
11 1 iook, and with him will I dwell, even 
liumble and of a contrite spirit, and that 
th at my word." The less we are in our 
;s, the more we rise in the estimation of 
ly wise ; and when we lie low, and act 
he power of self-abasement, conscience 
good friend, is sure to commend us. 
ore, because it ensures our commendation, 
igher place. The master of the spiritual 
ill come in by-and-bye, and looking with 
; eye upon the man m ^as»«» 
, " friend, go up ^V*^ ^ 



may be allowed to keep 
see, even until the mast 
exalt us, but when He < 
have due praise of God. 

My brother, the lowes 
place. There are no shi 
The man who chooses tl 
cape much of the envy, 
tongues, from which oth 
milted to pursue the i 
proving, that " godlines 
good fortune." The low 
place. Jesus is often w 
among the lilies. He w 
trees, that are in the bo 
lowest place, escapes m( 
most comfort. He th 
clearly a Christian, then 
whatever there may be i 
so like Jesus, there is 
temper, and dispositioi 
His calling and electio 
will say of Him, \i 
world, that is the wo 



brings great hoi 
, M oitting in the lowest place, is th 
have peace in the Church, prosperity 1 
ul, and success in the Lord's work, 
imble never strive, except it be to he 
sus ; they never contend, except it is foi 
ith ; they never wrestle, but against pr. 
vlities and powers in heavenly places. T 
>sper in their souls, for in the lowest pla 
h grows exceedingly, love burns with 
wing heat, hope roots in the rock of ag< 
peace increases until it passess all und( 
iing. Those who sit lowest do mc 
God can trust them, without fear 
robbed by them ; he can use them, o^- 
He shall not be di°^- 
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Blessed po&ilion, be mine I lie lowest pto 
with sU its attendant blessings ! But, rent 
let nothing keep tltee from the feast wli 
Jesus baa made, I be glorious gospel feast, 
jnvites thee to come, thou art heartily wclco 
and if coating thou takest the lowest place, II 
will nave some choice portions sent ihcc fi 
Him who presides, ami bade thee conic* 
woman ia the Pharisee's house, went behind 
guests, took her place at the feet of Jesus; 
to her alone the Saviour said, " Woman, 
sins are forgiven thee, go in peace." 'lake 
place, in her spirit, arid thou shalt have 
portion; even a full pardon, blessed peace, i 
the sense of acceptance in thy soul. 

" Emptied of earth I fain would be, 
The world, myself, and all but Thee; 
Only reserv'd for Christ that died, 
Surrender'd to the crucified ! 

Sequester'd from the noise and strife, 
The lust, the pomp, the pride of life ; 
For heaven alone my heart prepare, 
And have my conversation there !" 
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•'But as for ime, my feet were almost gone ; my 
steps had well nigh slipped "—Psalm lxxiii. 2. 

Asaph appears, in his own mind, to have been 
going over the history of the Lord's people in 
general, and of some of them in particular ; 
tracing out the Lord's dealings with them, and 
marking his peculiar interferences for them. 
Full of this subject, he commences his Psalm 
rather abruptly, exclaiming, "Truly God is good 
to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart." 
Good, incomparably good, had He been to Israel 
literally, and to all the clean, or true hearted, 
among them; but His goodness shines even 
brighter still, in His dealings with His spiritual 
[srael. How good, how infinitely good, to 
choose them to eternal life in His beloved Son, 
to predestinate them to the adoption of children 
by Him, to redeem them {rom ^Sa> 



their unregtuw. 
by His Holy Spirit, to spt~^ 
woid, and to work for them by His pi 
Yes, God has been good, and is good I 
even to such as have had their hearts 
from guilt, by the blood of Jesus, 
filth, by His Spirit and word. Be 
hearted, the hands are washed in i 
clean paths are chosen, clean compa 
selected, and clean conversation only 
His attention had also been directed 
and while he marked their course, b 
it with his own, and as he reviewed 
escapes, and sinful propensities, h 
" But as for me my feet were almo 
«tons had well nigh slipped." He 
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iligntcned, and Lb actual fall prevented. He 
as almost gone. His steps nearly slipped, 
[c tmly just escaped- In looking back, how 
Pten Uas this been the ease with us. But there 
re special periods, and some particular spate, 
hicK remind us, how near we were to a shame- 
d fall O this, almost I This, well nigh ! How 
Lvidlj they bring before ns past scenes, and 
ast seasons. We can remember what danger 
e were in from peculiar temptations. Satan 
;udied our constitution, and prepared his temp- 
ition accordingly. It just fell in with the 
ists of the flesh, or natural turn of the spirit, 
t so exactly suited, was so calculated to take, 
hat we were almost gone. Then it was so 
dapted to our circumstances. Satan always 
bserves the circumstances of the Lord's people, 
rhen he prepares his traps for them. He has 
emptations for sickness and health, for poverty 
nd wealth, for cheerfulness and gloom. Every 
onstitution, has its suited temptation, -and so 
as every circumstance in the believers life, 
besides which, he plies his temptations with 
uch power and perseverance. How spirit acts 
ipon spirit, we cannot define, but that it does 
o, we cannot doubt. A.ty vaterasak. ^vt\\> sKve*. 
cts upon the human. li svx^gp*^* ^ 
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e, and, alas I how often it pre- 
be temptation to sin, md tbf 
iomaiit tlie sin meet, tic conflict 
be result sometimes shameiaL 
e sparkled before I he eye uf 
empted and fell. When Btl b 
met the eye of David, tM «f 
11 When the damsel elmrgtd 
tempted and fell. And tkcsf 
in one history when solicitation 
itiou for sin, and the opportunity 
lave met together, and we were 
ud if special grace had not been 
; should have fallen. We can 
ur danger when our 
er fully stirred vik 
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>t comforted. We seem just ready to make 
lipwreck of faith, and of a good conscience, 
ur feet are almost gone. Resistance is nearly 
tereome. Like one walking on ice, every 
oment we expect to be prostrate. Like one 
>ing down an incline plane, it appears almost 
ipossible to stop. At times, all seems to be 
rer, and disgrace now, with destruction by-and- 
e, certain. the scenes of danger we have 
isscd through ! O the hair breadth escapes 
2 have had ! There seemed to be but a step, 
td scarcely that, between us and the awful 
ecipice, the shamcfull fall. Many, many times, 
e have been almost gone, and yet have never 
lien yet. What mercy, what rich, free, and 
tdeserved mercy this! But Asaph had not 
ly been in great danger, he had also experi- 
ced a 

Merciful deliverance. A father's eye 
is over him. The Lord was observing him. 
ist so with us. Our God has ever had His 
e on us, and His arm around us. " The eyes 
the Lord, run to and fro throughout the 
lote earth, to shew himself strong on the 
half of all them whose hearts are perfect 
wards Him." O the mercy, to nave God's 
e watching us; and His eat o^en to XysXksA^ 
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and the outward work of providence, 

to preserve ua from tailing. Blessed 

Ho watches over ua, bounds our terap- 
kecps us as the apple of the eye, and 
>r ua. Here is our safety, That is the 
that though our feet were almost gone, 
■ stops had well nigh slipped ; we can 
ur enemies, " They are east down and 
ut we are risen and stand upright." 
ren, thus circumstanced, we had need 
ed, with such corruptions within us, 
enemy without us, and such a slippery 
icath us, caution is necessary. Many 
en before they arrived at our age, and 
,ve fallen after. Therefore the Apostle 

" Let hiin that thinketh he standeth, 
d lest he fall. " Watch and pray, lest 

into temptation," is the caution of our 
►luster also. We should also feel our 
ice. We need a wise head, and a 

arm than our own to keep us. If the 
I not been on our side, long ere this, 
ould have prevailed against us. The 

not more need the oak, the vine does 
; need the wall, the mfac& &tfs& 
d the parents arm, V\\vtfi ^ j 

support of out cxae\»N*s» 
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daily prayer shout d be K Hold thou me up at.d 
I stall be safe.*' We should be found in the 
posture of I lie spouse, of whom it was enquired 
" Who is this, I hat cometh uj> out of the wildtf 
uesa, leaning ou her beloved. 1 ' We should vuh 
humbly. leaning on anothers arm, gddul b) 
another's eye, and kepi by another's power, 
surely humility becomes us. The humbler, I lie 
safer. The humble cleave to Jesus, and fear 
to quit His side. Leave Him, and like Dinah, 
Hie daughter of Leak, you will iiud some Shec- 
hem too strong for you, and will have to return 
to your home dishonoured, and disgraced. We 
should give God the glory of our preservation. 
Our feet were almost gone, and but for His 
timely interference they would have been quite. 
Where, O where ! might we not have been 
this day, but for the Lord's faithful care. He 
was mindful of us, and He will bless us. We 
have been kept, we are preserved, but " Not 
unto us, O Lord, not unto us ; but unto Thy 
name give glory lor thy mercy, and for Thy 
truth sake." 
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oever abideth m Him sinneth not ; whoso- 
r sinneth hath not seen Him, -neither 
>wn Him,"— 1 John, iii. 6. 

design of God in the gospel, is to make 
Himself ; to conform ns to His beloved 
10 is " the image of the invisible God." 
end all the promises, privileges, and pre- 
)f His word are directed. At this the 
f the Holy and ever blessed Spirit aims, 
st resemble Him, imperfectly here, per- 
and completely, in another and better 
This is the object we should constantly 
view, at this we should habitually aim. 
ustified by grace, we should daily seek 
inctified by the Holy Spirit ; and that 
lies, souls, and spirits, should be pre- 
Dlameless, unto the coming of the day ot 
This was John's oby&\. m 
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epistle, at ttiis he aims directly or 
every part of it. " These things % 
you," he says, " that ye gin not." 
«oevcr abide th in Him sioneth not. 

First, A distinguishing privi: 
in Christ. To abide in Christ. 
Christy is the most glorious privilej 
of God. It is vital and permanent, 
us to the feet of Christ, love fixes < 
of Christ, and the Holy Spirit beco 
tlmt unites us to His person. Bl-i 
Christ, it becomes our imperative c 
as our high privilege, to abide in ( 
gives power to prayer, as Jesus 
abide in Me, and !My words abid< 
shall ask what ye will, and it shall 
you." And this is the cause of 
" ILo that abidetli in Me, and I in 1 
brimreth forth much fruit, for will 
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object of our affection and delight; we thus 
become zealous for Him, and diligent in His 
cause; living in fellowship with Him. This 
fellowship is an interchange of thought, feeling, 
and purpose ; we drink into His Spirit, become 
of His mind, and naturally seek His honour. 
"We come to Him, but it is to receive from Him ; 
: and out of His fulness we receive, and grace 
i for grace. 

Abiding in Christ is to abide with Him as our 
heady who influences us ; as the natural head 
j does the body : as our husband, supplying us 
b with all we need, and taking our cares upon 
Himself: as our foundation, sustaining us, and 
bearing the entire weight of our everlasting sal- 
vation : as the vine, which renews its brancnes 
t by sending up the sap which produces the buds, 
if foliage, and fruit. We must believe in Jesus 
for influence, supplies, supports, and constant 
i renewals. It is having to do with Christ every 
~ day and all the day, for all we want, desire, or hope 

- for. As the wife abides with her husband, as 

- the stone abides on the foundation, as the branch 
abides in the vine, so we must abide in Jesus. 

> Thus religion becomes our element, spiritual 
things natural, and carnal things lose their 
power oyer us. Here is, 



every believer, would be a sinless pei 
it means that abiding in Christ, the? 
deliberately. They may be betrayed 
They may be overcome by temptatii 
best of men have been. But they < 
liberately plan and execute that, 
prohibited by God's holy precepts, 
not sin habitually. Occasionally th< 
overcome, but the habit of sin is bro] 
believer breaks off his sins by rig] 
They cannot sin finally. Or having : 
cannot remain in that state. Grace \ 
will work and struggle, until it raisei 
of such a condition. He that abidet 
knows what sin is in its nature, ten 



ABIDING IN CmtlST. 35 s 

it every wilful atoner deserves endless banish- 
nt from God. Therefore he sinneth not. 
3 lieart is act against sin, ami instead of m- 
Iging, be mortifies it ; instead of yielding to 
3 flesh, he crucifies it, with Us passions and 
ife He thirsts for holiness, as the heated 
seller for water! This is the ruling desire of 
i soul. This is the gTcat object of his par- 
it. This is his chief delight. Often he sighs 
i cries out " Oh ! to be holy, perfectly and 
rpetually holy !" Here is, 
Thirdly, the proof op a carnal state. 
Whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him, neither 
own Him." His creed may be sound. Evan- 
Lical sentiments may float in his brain, like 
:>w flakes in the air. He may be able to split 
[rs in doctrine. But if he sins deliberately, 
bituallj/y and finally, he has never known the 
viour. A carnal state, is a state of ignorance. 
e carnal man is in darkness. Christ is not 
rccived or known. Such may be familiar with 
.s name, and with all the lcadiug facts of His 
>rd, but they do not know Him. The man 
io lives in any known sin, has not discerned 
3 glory of His person, the nature of His ^wi, 
e tendency of His lo\e, ot Wie tasv^ 
soel. He has no faith Etittfc w ' 



to destroy the works of the devil, ax 
all those who believe on Him a pecu 
zealous of good works. It feels th 
dency of the love of Christ is to he 
that it constrains all who feel it, to li 
themselves, but unto Him that diet 
and rose again. The soul that lives 
not know the design of Christ's dei 
was to be the death of sin ; the nat 
love, which is the great principle o: 
or the life of Jesus, as the pattern : 
every believer is to copy, the rule w 
Christian is to obey. No sin is, 
sanctioned by the gospel ; no sinner, 
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As well may the branch grow without union to 
the vine, as a Christian be holy without union 
to Jesus; and as well may a living branch be 
united to the vine and never put forth leaves or 
fruit, as a person be united to Jesus, and not 
bring forth the fruits of righteousness, which 
are to the glory and praise ofGod. Indulgence 
in sin, proves a person to be ignorant of Christ. 
Head knowledge he may have, heart knowledge 
he cannot have. For just in proportion to our 
heartfelt, experimental knowledge of Christ 
will be our hatred to sin, fear of sin, and careful 
departure from sin. Union to Christ, if it be 
real and vital, will destroy the love and power of 
sin within us , and if we are not delivered from 
fche bondage and service of sin, whatever may 
be our creed, profession, or confidence, we are 
still strangers to Christ, and seperate from Him. 
For " whosoever abideth in Him sinneth not ; 
whosoever sinneth hath not seen Him, neither 
known Him." Living faith always perceives 
Christ, receives Christ, lead3 into union with 
ZJhrist, consecrates the heart to Christ, and de- 
motes the life to the service of Christ: This is 
he faith which distinguishes God's elect, to 
ffhich the promise of salvation is made, and 
irhich invariabJv works by love. 
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i to apeak to lis at times, 
faith now, and promises us clear 
fledge hereafter Observe, 
first, the works vf Jesus may for a time per- 
jtlex us. He is the great worker in providence. 
His hand is everywhere working, though it is 
not everywhere seen. The hand of Jesus is in 
all that happens to us. Yea, in reference to oar 
trials, we may say of Him with Hezetiah, 
w HimseLf hath done it." He strips us, just as 
He does the trees in autumn, when the sap 
sinks, and the foliage withers and falls. He 
stripped Lot, and brought him out of Sodom 
poor and desolate. He stripped Job, and left 
him for a time barren and leafless. He stripped 
Naomi, and she that went out full returned 
empty. He has stripped many of His people, 
and laid them bare. He disappoints us. Our 
expectations are raised by men, or by cir- 
cumstances, we fondly believe that good and 
great things will result from a connection, or an 
undertaking ; but our hopes are removed like 
a tree, and our expectations are blasted as by an 
east wind. He humbles us. Stripped and dis- 
appointed, at first we think He ck^k 
with us. We complain. ^ 
events, like the sons of 7at\&&l< ^ W*-^^ 



Zf]!) KNOWING! PltOMjSED, 

Shimei cursing, not like David at the Lord 3 
bidding him. This produces hard thoughts* 
rebellious feelings., and a murmering spirit ; but 
one weight is laid on after another, until the 
spirit bends and we lav prostrate. At length 
the IIolj Spirit breathes upon us, onr graces re- i 
vive, our sigbt is cleared, and we are not only ; 
humbled by the force of external circumstances, ( 
but we are truly humble in soul, as the effect of I 
Ilia grace, Providence, or Jesus by His provi- I 
deuce, of \ en deeply tries us, Ms us with per- | 
plenty, and we become bewildered, then He i 
whispers, " What I do kuowest not now; 
but thou shalt know hereafter/' 

He is the great worker in grace, as io provi- 
dence, and here His work at times is no less 
trying. Instead of, as we hoped, carrying on 
His work by comforting, assuring, and sensibly 
sealing us ; He discovers to us more and more 
the foulness, depravity, and awful wickedness of | 
our own hearts. Turn the eye inward, He says, 
" See what the children of Israel do in the dark, 
every one in the chamber of his imagery." Again j 
and again, He bids us turn, and at every turn ' 
we discover some fresh [abomination, some un- 
expected lust, some foul principle at work. He 
empties us of all our false hope, vain confidence, 
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fleshly, assurance, and supposed ex eel It 
he heart appears waste, void, and barro 
nee at times ia concealed, eve 
! withered, and only lost and cc 
Thus He exercise? ua, &iid s 
, at times, the exercise is. Wc n 
Perhaps we were not warno 
we heard others speak of it, wc 
ght that it would he so with oui 
But thus Tie destroys spiritual pride, caus 
graeiib to iool in Hiuitnili uud His word, 
brings us, not only to be willing to be save 
grace, but to see and feel that we can be s 
in no other way, and bless Him from the d 
of our souls for a gratuitous salvation. 1 
believer, tempted christian, Jesus says to 1 
as He said to Peter, " What I do thou kno 
not now ; but thou shalt know he read 
Observe, 

Secondly, the promise of Jesus should en 
y-age us. We shall know hereafter. At pre 
le works in the dark, for the darkness and 
ght are both alike to Him. He has mad< 

istake in anything He has done. He has 

used us one needless pang, t\\au%\\ ^ 

ised ourselves many. He 

///, when He works Vsv\\«^3- 



dom, perfection, and prudence of a) 
We sliall know and praise Him. for * 
all, for working as He did, and for i 
the design He bad in view while He 
trying us. 

Beloved, though we know not now \ 
does, we shall assuredly know here; 
this calls for patience, we must wait fc 
lat ion, all will be made clear. At p 
have need of patience, we are require* 
patience ; and if we can have patience 
one, surely we may with Jesus. C 
wrong? Impossible, for all the tri 
wisdom and knowledge are in Him. 
act unkindly? Impossible, for His 
love, and the bruised reed He will r 
and the smoking flax He will not quei 
He make a mistake ? Impossible, for 
fulfilleth the thing that is appointed f 
many such things are with Him. 
I now hereafter, this assurance calls 
mission ; meek, uncomplaining, lovin; 
Bion. There should be no complaining, n< 
no wishing; for our wishes spring 
ignorance, selfishness, or opposition 
J t rails for faith, strong, steady, qi 
ITaith in His promises, which must all 
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■ Yet they are thy people and thine inkcrii 
which thou broughtest out by thy n 
power, and by thy stretched out arm."— 

Deut. 



The imperfections of the Lord's peopk 
sometimes so numerous and so great, tha 
difficult to recognize the likeness of Jes 
them. They are so worldly, so selfish, an 
dulge such unlovely tempers, that we are 
to say, " They can never be the Lord's." 
it is impossible for us to say, with how 
imperfection, grace may dwell. Who a 
have thought that Jonah was a true prophe 
of God's own choice, an object of His in 
and endless love ? But he was. Who, 
heard Peter curse and swear that he never 
the man, would have said, that the root ( 
matter was in him, and Vfc w& ^ 
fessed Christ, but had love m\vv^\^^ s 



sweet grace ot Jesus, iv iuugu 
a gentle loving heart. But the Lord* 
are, they always have been, very in 
Muses admit s this; but he closes by co 
after all, " Yet they are Thy people ai 
inheritance, which thou broughtcst oul 
miirhty power, and by thy stretched 01 
We \\ ill notice, 

First, the Lord's conduct toward: 
There N the stamp of His own nature, 
pre>s of TIN own divinity, upon it. ] 
conduct of ii (-iod, who is merciful and 
slow to ansrer, and plenteous in mercy a 
In F.irypt, when smarting under a tyrs 
He. locked upon them, He pitied them, 
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t bough tiro id Moses was af rai d Having brought 
them out, He constituted them His own pe- 
culiar people, called them His children, treated 
them as such, and claimed them as His own 
inheritance. 

Just so has He acted towards us, we were in 
bondage under the elements of the world, we 
■were led captive by the devil at his will, we 
were serving divers lusU and pleasures, hateful 
and hating one another. He looked upon us, 
lie pitied us, He determined to save us. He 
sent us His word — His servants — Hia Spirit— 
and Hia grace. He crushed the power of our 
foe, He subdued the enmity of our hearts, and 
He brought us out of darkness into marvellous 
light, translating us into the kingdom of His 
dear Son. He constituted us His people, by 
the work of His Spirit; He made us His children 
by adoption and grace, and claims us for His 
own inheritance. We are His people, and He 
is our God, we His sheep, and He is our shep- 
herd; we are His children, and He is our 
heavenly Eather. In acting towards us thus, 
He displays His sovereignty, manifests 11 is 
grace, and exalts His gratuitous mercy, lie 
confounds our foes, lays us under the deepest 

obligation, and will secure to Himself everlasting 

£5lory. Let us now consider, 



toward 




So 



neck an iron si new, and Ih 
kacw that thou wouldest deal vi 
and was called a transgressor f 
/hat a fearful picture, what 
crimes I Still Moses say a, " 
people and thine inheritance/' 
grace ! Can these be the Lord 
of tlicrn it is written, v The 1m 
Jacob for Himself, and Israel J 
treasure." Surely it could not 
of nature ; or on account of the 
No, " for mine own sake," says 
my names sake." God had a r< 
hidden in His own heart ; He 
acting, but it is found in Hims 
people. 

15 ut base as their conduct was, 
cast a stone at them ? Who h; 
same, really, if not formally ? 
iviiirniered against His provident 
Bis dealings, idolized His gifts, 
bidden objects, and disbelie 
Which of Israel's sins is it, of ' 
find the counter part, in our 
conduct ? Have we not bcei 
ungrateful as they were ? Ha 
ujiHa&ural U1 our conduct tow. 



h i ily, nt the plea of Moses. 

aud threatened to destroy ti 
I own before Him, to plead wil 
s every charge that was bro 

but btill pleads, " Yet they i 
id Thine inheritance, which The 
>v Thy mighty power and s 
" Notwithstanding llioy a 
Vj and guilty, they are Thine, 
fjn v are rebellious, yet still, ; 



as tliey are, thou hast chosen them, wrought for 
them, acknowledged them, pledged thyself to 
them, and art engaged to deliver them." Just 
so, in reference to us, and the Lord's imperfect 
people with whom we arc connected j they have 
naught j tempers* depraved hearts, inconsistent 
and a host of infirmities, and imperfections, 
are the Lord's people. He has chosen 
cm, when perhaps none but the Lord would, 
win** all about them, and the very worst of 
lie has wrought for them, and wrought 
them, and does work by them, to our wonder 
and surprise* He has acknowledged tJicm at 
His throne, in His house, and by His providence, 
when none but a God would. His word is 
pledged to them, and He is engaged finally and 
eternnJIy to deliver them* Yes, poor, timid, 
tried reader ; bad as thy heart is, imperfect as 
thy life is, numerous as thy faults are, thou hast 
not gone beyond Israel, nor beyond many of the 
Lord's people around thee. Write not bitter 
things against thyself. Try not to blot thy 
name out of the book of life. Lie not against 
thy right. You may be one of the Lord's notwith- 
standing all you have done, all you feel, and all 
you fear ; and if you really hate sin, rest on 
Jesus, and sigh and seek for holiness, thou art 
one of them, too. 



THE DESIGN Ot THE AD 1 

« This is a faithful saying ^ d worthy 
tatioD, that Christ Jesus came int 
to save sinners; of whom 1 am ch 



IMo theme is like the love of . 
manifestation of that love, is like 
into our world to save ainners, O t) 
think, speak, and write worthy of t 
subject! But it would require 
human Dowers, and a longer space 



design of the Saviour, He came ink 

to save sinners. 

First, here is a great and glot 

The salvation of sinners. From w) 

save them ? .From an eternal hell, s 

of it. Hell! What a fearful pL 

The prison where God's enemies a 

The torture room, where guilty reb< 

nally tormented. Every terrible fi 

ployed to represent it. It is a 

Blackness, darkness, and tempest. 

ness, where there is weeping, ^ 

gnashing of teeth. It is an abyss o 

flame. There will be no jail del 
tm — r. ™\\\ i — «f 
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curing the Holy Spirit, and giving that Spirit to 
them. But whom did He come to save f 
Sinners. Those who were only sinners, alto- 
gether sinners, Those who could shew no 
reason why they should be saved. Those who 
would never seek to be saved by Him, except 
He induced and inclined them. Those from 
whom He could expect nothing in return, and 
from whom He will get nothing but thanks, and 
even these will be the fruit of His own grace, 
How did He propose to save them ? Consistently 
with God's government on the one hand, and 
their own nature on the other. So that God's 
government should not be wronged, nor man's 
nature forced. How wonderful this! God's 
law and government gets all it requires, and 
poor sinners are induced to accept a free, full, 
and everlasting salvation. He came to save 
sinners, and depend upon it He will save all 
His people from their sins. 

Secondly, The influence this subject exerted 
in heaven. It influenced the whole Godhead. 
Father, Son, and Spirit were affected by it. 
Nothing lay nearer the heart of God than this. 
Nothing reveals so uvucVv ol ^ *CS\\&. ^ ^ 
influenced God, tliat a eou^ 
heaven ; a covenant oi gvwie cv\ v ^^ 
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the plan of salvation was 
salvation was made; the promise of saltation 
was given; and at length the period of the 
advent arrived, when Jesus, the only begottea 
Son of God, came into the world to save sinners* 
He came freely > He took our nature willing^. 
He appeared in our place cheerfully. He under- 
look to answer for us legally. He wrought, He 
taught, He suffered, in order that sinners may 
he saved fredf, ~* 
He undertook to be a Saviour. He bore the 
n time of a Saviour Jesus. He did the work of a 
Saviour. He shall enjoy the glory and honour 
of a Saviour. The Father gave Him to rare. 
He cheerfully came to save, The Spirit qualified 
His humanity, reveals His person, sprinkles His 
ljlood, applies Hia word, and puts His people 
into possession of salvation. Thus salvation 
had, and has, an influence upon the whole God- 
head. 

Thirdly, the influence this subject has in hell 
Every fallen spirit is affected by it. The prince 
of darkness and all his subjects are roused up, 
determined to oppose, hinder, and if possible 
prevent it. Hence they act upon the saints and 
Jull many o£U\emlo sta^, va. order that they 
may not woiV *, ^vov^p-^ Sv^^^weofca^ ^cas. 



*b 

a uciu ; and fills others with self satisf. 
that they are satisfied, if not pleased, 
emselves, when they are doing little or n< 
: God's glory, or to pluck sinners as 1 
>m the burning. They act particularly 
sachers, so that some fall into errors, c 
o sin, and many become prosy, sleepy 
liferent. Nor do they overlook wr 
ecially those who write for the press, 1 
multitude of erroneous, profane, and j 
ms publications. Especially do they act 
lers, hence the carelesness, blindness, 
;etfulness they manifest. Therefore 
stle said, " If our gospel be hid, it is hi( 
i that are lost ; in whom the God of 
d, hath hlin/M - ' 1 



io tile saviour, Jttagagmg e 
sonally to aim at* and stri 
When our own salvnf ion is sec 
of fill around us to the glory * 
the al [-absorbing object and 
grosses our attention* 

Did Jesus on me to save sin 
\vc go directly to sinners, con 
sinners, be ever willing to giv 
to suiter, for the conversion 
miuhts, Is the great docf 
Christ eame into the world 
worfln oi" accepf ation ? 1 
it for on rs elves, let lis convey 
endeavour to urge it upon the 

aimr most likely to succeed 

ttviti'\tt\ I he p en , an A Uus ntes e 
irtjf p/.s work pubVieAN m\<V v 




. in view. Does this g- 
Himaelf* Then let 
I with God— with 1 
the Son 
and die— with th- 
in Christ, and 
Christ, Let us be like-mi 
could say of Jesus, ** Whei 
every man, and teaching ei 
doro ; that we may present 
in Christ Jesus : whereui 
striving according to His wc 
in me mightily" The word 
to labour even to weariness, 
not for a day, a month, or a 
every month, every year, un 
home ; and may this be our si 
wherever we go, and with ^ 
verse, " It is a faithful sayi 
all acceptation, that Christ , 
world to save sinners ; of w 




past days. As m 
cy, childhood, youl 
w we know compaj 
much more. Clo 
let As #mimi 
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are the days of carelessness, conviction, 
;rn, and consideration; again, carefully 
w these. As Christians, there are the days 
nversion, instruction, correction, manifes- 
n, temptation, prosperity, adversity, bond- 
liberty, light, and darkness. Now, go over 
What changes we have passed through ! 
t scenes we have witnessed ! What sor- 

we have felt! What joys we have ex- 
nced ! But having obtained help of God, 
ontinue to the present time. The worst is 
id us, and the best, the brightest before us. 
condly, let us ask a few suitable questions. 
us enquire, if we ever found any solid plea- 

in sin — any true peace without religion 
iy real ground for our slavish fears — any 
1 in Satans suggestions — if we ever gained 
hing by compromising with the world — or 
anything by acting in character — and if God 
3ver witheld any good thing from us ? Let 
ppeal to our own personal experience, and 
if God has not been faithful — if we have not 
ed the Bible to be true — if we have not 
d Satan to be a liar — if our doubts and fears 
\ not been wrong ? " Ask now the days 

are past," for an answer to these ques- 
3. Let them be well considered, duly, 



many proois ot ms iorDearance, 
and love ; and as we count our Eb 
read their inscriptions, we shall be 
" I will bless the Lord at all times, 
shall continually be in my mouth." 
deserves our praises, He loves our 
condescends to ask for our praises ; 
fore review the past, until our ungn 
break forth in praise and thanksgivi 
lead us to exercise hope in the fu 
mercies, past interferences, and p 
anoes, rightly viewed, will lead us 
God, and to say with the Apostle 
hath delivered, doth deliver, and : 
trust, that He will yet deliver us." 
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kings. Having given so many and so often, 
when we were so vile and so undeserving, we 
shall take courage to plead with Him, to give 
us even greater still. It will enable us to resist 
the devil in time to come. Reviewing the past, 
we shall be reminded of many a deadly conflict, 
and many a glorious victory; and this will 
strengthen our faith in our glorious Captain, in 
our well-tried weapons, and in our directions for 
conducting the war. Finally, we shall learn 
what we have gained by experience. What 
knowledge — what courage — what confidence— 
what bright evidences — what well-grounded 
assurance that we shall ultimately be ''more 
thau conquerers, through Him thet loved us." 
Ir looking over the records of past ages, wc may 
ask, what has been the sinners state, but misery? 
What his course, but folly ? What his doom, 
but disappointment, disgrace, and woe ? Wnat 
has been the saints comfort, but God's word, 
Christ's work, the Spirit's witness, and the as. 
surance that all things were working for his 
good P What has been his wisdom, but sepe- 
ration from the world, close walking with God, 
imitating the conduct of Jesus, and losing sight 
of himself, that he may aim singly at the Lord's 
glory? What has been his end, but \«»Rfe\ 
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everlasting honour upon him. You 
false, He faithful ; you have been c 
He always the same ; you have forss 
He has pursued you with His love ; 
deserved His wrath, but He has crc 
with lovingkindness and tender me r c; 
ren, let us praise the Lord, for " it 
Lord's mercies that we are not cons 
because His compassions fail not ; th 
every morning, and great in His fail 
Let us join with David and sing, " 
Lord, O my soul, and all that is with: 
His holy name. Bless the Lord, 
and forget not all his benefits." 1 



